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‘Iron Chancellor’ pledges lOp tax 


ANTHONY BEVINS and 
STEPHEN GOODWIN 

The shadow Chancellor, Gor- 
don Brown, yesteixiay promised 

that a new lOp tax rate would 
be used by Labour to cut the pe- 
nal rates at present imposed on 
the lowest-paid. 

But Mr Brown coupled his 
V, tax pledge with an unflinching 
Jjf warning of financial prudence 
) - “iron disdpliiie” - ahead at the 

opening of the economic debate 

) on the first day of Labour’s la st 
! party conference before the 
genera] election. There would 
• Be no cooked books or juggled 
i figures, no unsustainable dash- 
1 es for growth, and no “wish-lisT 
\ spending solutions, he said, 
l Labour would be tough on in- 
i flation because the poor, “the 
tpeople we are in politics to de- 
pend”, suffered most when it got 
lout of control. 

”, “The reason the Labour Par- 
~ "■ iows iron discipline in our 
each to public spending,” 
Brown said, “is that every 
id that is inefficiently spent 
round denied to our front- 
services, to health and 
cation and pensions'’. 

S ie firming-up of 
to a low-start tax 
led the meat of 
ist as a society 
ork and pppor- 
)t impose penal 
5 fx raies ior its nighest earners,” 

: p told the conference in 

,t tlackpool, “it is equally impor- 
ant that there should not be pe- 
ial tax rates for the lower 
earners — hundreds of thou- 
sands of people cm the brink of 
/poverty.” 

/ One of Mr Brown’s aides said 
/ later that the Government’s 
> own tax and benefit tables 
showed that the poverty trap 
was so vicious that some peo- 
ple coultf actually be wprse off 
even if their income doubled. 

A married worker with two 
young children and gross pay erf 
£L 20 a week has a disposaWe in- 
come of £145.86 after family 
credit, housing benefit and coun- 
cil tax benefit andh ouang costs 
have been paid. But because Of 
the way in which benefits taper 
out as income rises, the same 
worker gets only £145.19 from . 
weekly pay of £240. • 

Opening an afternoon's de- 
bate on the economy, Mr Brown 
said the system was “designed 
to keep the unemployed poor 
and the poor unemployed” . He 
said that while the Conserva- 
fives’ main tax-cutting ambi- 
‘ tion was to abolish capital gains 
tax and inheritance tax, to help 
the few, his tax-cutting ambition 
was to lower die starting rate of 
tax from 20p to 15por even lOp, 
to help everyone. . 

Mr Brown made dear that if 
he handed out a lOp tax cut for 
the lowest-paid, it would mrtnn- 

mcdiately be snatched back 
through reduced benefit 
The aide also said that if Ken- 
neth Clarke, the Chancellor, 

Queen ] 



TWenty years after Denis Healey’s dramatic speech in Blackpool, Gordon Brown promised a tough but radical programme for Labour 
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Tony Blair will today harden 
Labour's poTtcy against hand 
guns by making it dear he 
would r%ect the report by 
. Lord Cullen intopie^Dun- 

■ ririends SmitedciJ^^^ ■ 
Labour leads’ w3( use|h& 
speech plhe Uibajr&iny. 
’confosioe to $ve ap/e&fe 
thaf a Labour-^epin^;, 
wfl ban atibaha;gOns&/er 
22oaBbne spo/^weao^ 
from private own&sMp&td . 
.gun dubss j ' ‘ 
. Colin Brown, page 8 , . 

• David ^ronovfich’4.-.- . 
sketch and other Labour; 
conference news* page. 6 . \ 
. Donald Macintyre, page ±5j 

used the November Budget to 
abolish coital gains tax and in- 
heritance tax, Labour would 
reimpose the two taxes and use 
the £45bn raised to finance an 
immediate reduction in the 
starting rate of income tax, 

. A Conservative source said 
Iast mght that while Mr Brown 
Kked to talk tough, the only way 
to cut taxes was to cut spend- 
ing, and there was nothing m The 
speech about spending cut& 
He said that Tfreastuy -figures 
showed that it would cost £B.7bn 
to reduce the 20 p starting rate 
of tax, anpKedto the first 0,900 
of taxable income, to lOp - and 
£435bn to cut it to only 15p in 
the pound. “Heis the inoedi- 
ble Chancellorwhose numbers 


do not add up,” he added. 

Tbny Blair, the Labour 
leader, wffl use his speech this 
afternoonto fry totum the ta- 
bles bn John bora’s suggestion 
that there is a moral case for tax 
cuts and smaller government 
He will say that adecpMSo^ 

ety is built on duty 

manity and . to 'e9Kb?^&ex?a ' 
moral code find worfd jnm 
through a Labour gowanmenL 
Ifcwfflmakcaf^behweentlie 
creation of that decent society 
and economic renewal- . * 


Another Blackpool, another age: 




that his non approach to the 
economy did not iafcan the 
abandonment of sodaKsm, but 
was, rather, the very essence of 
it. “When I tafc of lough choic- 
es and when I speak Aneunn 
Sevan’s language of priorities 
it is not to abandon ideals. It 
js to make fee adiieyemant of 
our ideals posable,” he said.. 

. . But while Mr Brown’s em- 


w luiMBifi fired 1 

warning shots across the bows 
of New Labour. 

John Edmonds, general sec- 
retary of the GMB, said Britain 
could not braid economic sne- 
cesson“inadi 6 management” 
left over from .the Thatcher 
years. *T know that the Labour 

Party does not want to upset tbe 
OBI,” he said. “But a party 
which is pledged to govern m 
the interests of all the people 
should be at least as critica] of 
bad management as it often is 
of tradeumom.” 


• . V-vSv^8b--.+- 


TWenty years ago Detos Healey 
strodeinto a Laboraetraference 
bringing it news “from the bat- 
tlefront”, having applied for a 
loan to the Intentafiqnal Mon- 
etary Fund, That Labour gov- 
ernment’s huniSiatngbeadron 
crash with gfcbtfecl^aaic re- 
ality in 1976 was a transform- 
ing nKmiem far British poHtics; 
what Gordon Brown saidwas 
shaped by the memory. 

Healey had to cut public 
spending in real terms and did 
it with brutal energy, ft was the 
end hot just for Keynesian eco- 
nomics as applied bysiccessive 
Labour ana Conservative gov- 
ernments, but for tax^and-spend 
socialism too. After the con- 
ference uproar Healey became 
a demon figure for many 
Labour supporters and, though 
he ran the economy successfully 
by many standards, bis auster- 
ity helped bring about the trade 
unions’ “winter of discontent” 
and the triumph of Margaret 
Thatcher. 

* Undreamed-of levels of un- 
employment followed. Infla- 
tion became public enemy 
number one, with, trade union- 



Andrew marr 


ism naming it a dose second. 
. The Labour Party itself came 
very dose to final destruction. 
Its attitudes to inflation, tax, 
public spending and the unions 
today are all heavily marked by 
the trauma which broke upon 
it once at Blackpool 

Yesterday Mr Brown 
thumped out the hard lessen yet 
again; “No quick fixes. No easy 
options. No magic wand solu- 
tions by cooking the books or 
jugglinglhe figures^. No retreat 
mtoone nation isolationism. No 
unsustainable dashes for 
growth. No wish list spending 
solutions— ” Those words could 
serve as a shrewd precis of the 
speeches made by Healey and 
Callaghan 20 years ago. 

The intervening- period has 


seen Labour struggling first to 
accept tojs-message and then 
struggling to discover a new. 
message of its own. The latter 
has proved more difficult Yes- 
terday, Brown told the confer- 
ence he didn’t want Labour to 
stop dreaming dreams or wa- 
tering down its idealism. And, 
certainly, proposals on youth 
unemployment, the minimum 
wage and lower taxes for the 
poor all address traditional 
Labour concerns, even if in 
untraditional ways. 

But if Labour wins an elec- 
tion this year or next, be has no 
choice but to be an iron Chan- 
cellor in the Healey mould. He 
must be tough on inflation - at 
least as tough as Major and 
tougher than Lord Lawson. He 
cannot allow public spending to 
grow much as a proportion of 
national wealth. He cannot 
greatly raise taxes for the bet- 
ter-off or business. 

Within these tough bound- 
aries, there are local, longer- 
tenn things a Qiancellor can do, 
and Brown makes a vivid 
rhetorical case fordoing them. 
But it was striking that, of the 


next big choice to confront the 
managers of the British econ- 
omy, he said nothing. For after 
Healey, and the globalisation of 
the Thatcher years, the dilem- 
ma now is whether or not 
Britain formalises its adher- 
ence to the new orthodoxy by 
joining a single currency. 

That is a great question, 
splitting the Tbry party in 1996 
even more dramatically than the 
IMF crisis and its consequences 
split Labour after 197a But it 


is not, apparently, big enough 
to merit serious discussion m 
public by the Labour leadership. 
Let’s hope that Thny Blair turns 
to it today. Because the other 
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conference of two decades ago 
is that big truths were hurled 
around the floor; it was a mo- 
ment of trauma for our politics, 
but also a time of honesty and 
openness. And that is another 
part of Healey’s legacy that 
Labour should never forget 


w 

BOLEX 


Lfambdno 

N mringh m 

‘Empqr 

UUu&U 


There are only 
so many official 
Rolex jewellers. 


Waan-wambv* . 
London tfahnp^pw 


on 


Country 



GLENDA COOPER 

Couplcs wiD be given the green 
tigh t to have sex without risk- 
ing pregnancy with the launch 
ofa new method of contracep- 
tion-yesterday. 

Marketed as “contraception 
without contraceptives”, Per- 
sona, a’ small hano-held moni- 
tbr, measures a . woman’s 
hormone levels by simple urine 
tests and tells her when die can 
Trtakft love and'yet ik) t conceive 




The monitor dispiajB a green 
tigh t on the days she is free to 
bave sex without using any 


form of contraceptive. Con- 
versely, a reddight shows fee 
days wbenshe Ismost fertile. 

The method took over 15 
years todevdop and more than 
1,200 women wetoinvotved in 
■ studies to estimate hs efficacy. 
The studies have found that 
there is a 95 per cent efficacy 
rate, which makraFessoBaasre- 
Hable as toe condom but IB® re- 
liable than the FQL 
In the first monthly cycle the 
woman has to tete 16 none tests 
which wffl be used to bufld up 
a picture of the woman’s infe- 

vidualcyc^Promthenonshe 

must lest herself eight times a 


monto andean typically expect 
6 to 10 “red figm” days per cy- 
cle* The test measures the lev- 
els of two hormones; estradiol 


which are markers of the 
woman’s fertile period. The 
appearance of estradiol marks 
the besimfeigoftoe fertile pe- 
riod whereas fee surge in LH in- 
dicates fee end of the fertile 
phase, V 

Women who took part in 
the clinical trials said that the 
mam advantages of this method 
were toe lade of side effects, 
ease of use and the freedom to 
have sex without using contra- 


ception. However Persona of- 
fers no protection from sexual- 
ly transmitted diseases such as 
HIV the virus which causes 
Aids and if a couple choose to 
make love on the “red light 
days” alternative forms of con- 
traception imist be used. 

TerSona is a real break- 
through m contraception,” said 

Professor John Gtulebaud, di- 
rector of -the Margaret Fyke 
Centre, “ft increases women’s 
choice, offering them a method 
that js not only unambiguous 
and simple to use, but gives a 
sense of empowerment, of be- 
ing in control, a woman work- 


wife her own body.” But be 
led that while the nD was 99 
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whose biography of 
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uroan eyesores 

John Gurnmer, the Secretary of 
l hfc lifetime, but Stile for the Environment, yes- 
through air tariff attacked urban eyesores, 
laiuvJy, with a Et- which had,. he aid, “destroyed 
the Soviet leader toe lives ofa very laigenumber 
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added that while the HU was 99 
per cem effective, Persona was 
only 95 per cent and women 
who felt they must not get 
pregnant should be aware of fee 
change of a”fivefold degree of 
efficacy”. 

U nlike other forms of con- 
traception Persona will not be 
available free on toe NHS bat 
can be bought from Boots 
stores from today. A starter 
pack containing a monitor and 
the first month's supply of 16 
test sticks costs £49.95. A 
month’s supply of eight test 
sticks costs 29.95. 
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Tube in 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

London Underground admitted 
last night that it may have to 
reduce services or slow down 
trains through speed restrictions 
unless more money is made 
available for investment from 
the Government. 

A catalogue of decay and dis- 
repair, some of it life-threat- 
ening. is portrayed in a report 
prepared for government min- 
isters and leaked yesterday. 

The report was not intended 
to be published because of 
fears that it would deter people 
from using the Tube and was 


prepared to try to ensure that 
London Transport's grant from 
the Government is not cut in 
next month's Budget. 

Transport infrastructure has 
traditionally been a balancing 
item in government budgets, 
often being cut at times of re- 
straints on spending and Lon- 
don Transport has prepared 
this extraordinary document to 
put pressure on ministers not to 
make cuts. 

Last year, after rumours of 
sharp cuts, the grant was un- 
changed at £350m, following a 
campaign by pressure groups 
and business interests. LT in- 
vests another £20(lm from pas- 


senger revenue. This year, De- 
partment of Transport sources 
are bracing themselves for a 
5 per cent cut, which would 
probably result in £100m being 
cut from LTs grant. 

The document outlines in de- 
tail how several stations are in 
a state of disrepair which Lon- 
don Underground can only af- 
ford to patch up. 

For example, Lad broke 
Grove in west London, an ele- 
vated station built above a mam 
road, is collapsing bn its own 
foundations. The report sug- 
gests that there is a serious ride 
of collapse and that until emer- 
gency repair work was carried 


out there was a one in six 
chance of someone being killed 
by falling masonry. Now the 
chance is still oqe in 30 and 
£1.7m is needed to remedy the 
problem. 

Water penetration is causing 
severe problems at many sta- 
tions. At Piccadilly Circus, tiles 
are falling off, putting passen- 
gers at risk of being hit and wa- 
ter is also shorting out electrical 
circuits. The cost of making long 
term repairs is £25 m. 

At Covent Garden, the in- 
creased use as a result of the 
successful redevelopment of 
the area, with *10,000 passengers 
using it per day means a total- 


ly new station is needed at a cost 
of £45m. 

Escalators, too, are causing 
concern with a collapse of astair 
at Eii$ton causing a passenger 
to break an anlde. There is 
potential for what LT engi- 
neers caD “complete step col- 
lapse" and as an interim 
measure £3.8m is needed for 
repairs, while the long term 
solution of a total redesign is 
£20m. 

London First, the business 
pressure group, has calculated 
that an extra £15Qm per year 
would allow LX to cut the back- 
log of investment .within five 
years and become self financing 


thereafter. The Underground is 
the only major metro system in 
the world that pays all its run- 
ning a»ts out of the j^ssengex 
fare bpat, with only investment 


nfflt- “This is a ccmfrdenbefin- 
temal study whichiwe-sfoared 


showing just bow bad the con- 
sequences of a kw budget could 
be-Wfe are very hopeful that this 
will not happen , but in any 
event file netwoT&Will be kept 
in a'state of repair by a regime 
of examination, maintenance, 
speed knits or withdrawal from 
service.” . . - 


New 

blow 

to 

Ulster 

peace 


DAVID McKITTRICK 

Ireland Correspondent 

In an ominous sign for the con- 
tinuation of the loyalist cease- 
fire. jailed members of one of 
the two main Protestant para- 
military groups yesterday an- 
nounced" that the> p were 
withdrawing support from the 
peace process. 

The announcement came 
from prisoners affiliated to the 
Ulster Defence Association 
held at Northern Ireland's main 
paramilitary jail, the Maze 
prison outside Belfast. 

It followed meetings between 
prisoners* representatives and 
leaders of the Ulster Democ- 
ratic party, one of the groups 
which represent the interests of 
loyalist paramilitants at the 
Stormont talks. 

UDP spokesman John 
White, himself a former pris- 
oner, said he was concerned 
about a situation which could 
develop into crisis. He said the 
prisoners felt that republicans 
were talking about peace but in 
reality preparing for war. 

The move is seen as a clear 
sign of growing strains on the 
loyalist ceasefire, which has 
held since October 1994. Last 
weeks discovery of a major IRA 
explosives cache in England 
has convinced some elements, 
who had previously been pre- 
pared to give republicans the 
benefit of the doubt, that the 
iRA is intent on a return to 
lanje-swale violence. 

In recent years, prisoners 
have been among the more 
moderate elements within mil- 
itant Inyalism. having strongly 
supported the establishment of 
the ceasefire. 

Earlier y esi erdav . Gary 
McMichael o! the UDP said 
that he viewed the IRA's stance 
with cynicism, adding Dial a 
restoration of the ceasefire 
would not be enough to jIIow 
Sinn Fein ini*.* talks on the 
-ame basis as other partici- 
pants. j 

Unease in l- waii-i circles has | 
a N, ■ been increased by Sunday j 
ruJit's abortive attempt by a re- j 
publican splinter group to let of! j 
a Urge bomb in Bellas!. Police i 
•sud yesterday thjt a ear close [ 
{.• the city centre had been 
L-unJ to contain 25l*lb of hume- 
ri. ids. 1 explosives, an amount 
large enough to cause wiuc- 
•pread d.-.mage. 

in Bi:l.lifT four men appeared 
s~ high security court yester- 
day charged with terrorist i«i- 
i cnees alter police raids last 

Brian McHugh. Patrick 
SVtrse Joseph Kelly. James 
Murphy ;:r..i Michael Phillips 
•■e.v afi remanded until 9 Oc- 



Fighting talk: Police confront a protester outside a Merseyside container base where more than 300 demonstrators marked the first anniversary 
of the sacking of 329 dockers by the Mersey Docks Company. Two police officers were hurt and 41 people wrested Photograph: Uoyd Wright/Mercury Press 


Hamilton drops libel case 
over 
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Former Tory minister Neil 
Hamilton and the political lob- 
byist Ian Greer dropped their 
"cash for questions" libel claim 
against the Guardian last night, 
in one of the most humiliating 
climb-downs in recent legal his- 
tory. 

The full -scale retreat came 
less than 24 hours before the ac- 
tion was due to start in the High 
Court today, with both agree- 
ing to what Alan Rusbridger. 
the newspaper's editor, called 
a "substantial" contribution to 
ils costs. 

Mr Rushridgc said in a stale- 
men t that the decision not to 
proceed "must be one of the 
most astonishing legal cave-ins 
in the hislorv ot tlie law of li- 
bel." 

Mr Hamilton was suing over 
the paper's claim that he had ac- 
cepted. without making deda- 


Former minister pulls out on eve of 
hearing, writes Patricia Wynn Davies 


rations in the Commons regis- 
ter of M1Y interests, £2,000 a 
time for tabling parliamentary 
questions on behalf of Mo- 
hammed al- Fayed, the chairman 
of Harrods. and for accepting 
free hospitality at Mr Fayed 's 
Rite Hotel in Paris. Mr Greer 
was suing over claims that he 
had acted as an intermediary. 

One factor lying behind last 
night's decision is understood to 
be the rapidly deteriorating re- 
lations between the two plain- 
tiffs. it will come as no surprise 
to close observers of Mr Greer, 
who had sensed he wanted onL 
For his part. Mr Hamilton had 
evoked the ire of some Con- 
servative colleagues for bring- 
ing the highly embarrassing 


case, with its “sleaze" ramifi- 
cations and in which John Ma- 
jor had been subpoenaed to 
appear as a witness, during the 
party conference season. 

After months of bravado on 
the part of Mr Hamilton, the 
humiliation was complete when 
he and Mr Greer paid a joint 
£15,000 contribution to The 
Guardian's legal costs, which 
will ran well into six figured 

Mr Hamilton said in a state- 
ment last night that he was “dev- 
astated" at having to withdraw 
from the action to fight Mr 
Fayed 's “uncorroborated" state- 
ments, “but since a conflict of 
interest has now arisen be- 
tween me and my co -plaintiffs, 
it has become necessary to each 


of us to instruct new solid tore 
and new counsel." 

Mr Hamilton, who secured a 
change in the constitutional 
rules covering MPs in order to 
proceed with the case, had 
been rumoured to have se- 
cured the agreement of Sir 
James Goldsmith, the leader of 
the Referendum Party, to un- 
derwrite some of his costs. But 
be said in the statement that the 
trial would have had to be post- 
poned to enable new lawyers to 
prepare the case afresh at enor- 
mously increased cost. 

“My costs to date have ex- 
ceeded £150,000 and as a back- 
bench member of Parliament I 
am simply not in a position to 
raise another substantial sum." 

Mr Hamilton said he would 
present evidence he had as- 
sembled to the Commons Com- 
mittee for Standards and 



Nell Hamilton: Said post 
of case became too high 

Privileges and would write to 
Tony Newton, the Leader of the 
House, to reactivate the com- 
mittee's currently suspended 
investigations. 


Independent school 
heads accuse Labour 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

independent schools yesterday 
accused the Labour party of 
misleading them Throughout a 
year of negotiations over a re- 
placement for the Assisted 
Places Scheme. 


On Tuesday 
8th October, BT 
introduce a 
telephone table 
everyone 
will appreciate . 


BUT WILL IT 
HAVE LEGS? 


Public school heads said at 
the Headmasters' and Head- 
mistresses' Conference in Glas- 
gow that they were stepping up 
their campaign against Labour 
plans to abolish the scheme af- 
ter talks with Labour politicians 
stalled. 

A year ago heads hoped 
Labour might be persuaded to 
pul pressure on local authori- 
ties to buy places in independent 
schools for children with special 
aptitudes if Assisted Places 
were abolished under a Labour 
government. Vivian Anthony, 
The Conference Secretary, said: 
“We would have liked there to 
be some co-ppcralion. .All wc 
have got is very nice smiles and 
everyone try ing to be friendly 
and nothing that is real." 

The heads have been trying 
to negotiate a deal under which 
independent schools would 
open their facilities more fre- 
quently to state school people 
in return for places bought by 
local authorities. Authorities 
already have the power to buy 
places under the Martin Rule 
hut few do so. During the year. 
Labour has said that it will con- 
tinue to buy places in music and 
ballet schools and floated the 
idea (hat local authority funds 
might be used to buy places in 
maths and science at indepen- 
dent schools. 

Hugh Wright, head of King 
Edward's School in Birmingham 
said it was unrealistic to suppose 


that Labour local authorities 
were going to buy places for tal- 
ented children m independent 
schools under the present sys- 
tem: "They arc trying to soften 
the blow of the abolition of the 
scheme, which is obviously un- 
popular in some quarters, by 
pulling up somewhat bogus al- 
ternatives." , 

Labour has said it will scrap 
the scheme which offers 34,000 
places for pupils from poor 
homes in private schools and 
use the money to reduce infant 
class sizes. The heads said the 
redistribution of the 120 million 
Assisted Places money would 
achieve a reduction m each 
primary 1 class size of only l/lftth. 
in the first year only £ 15 miflioh 
would be saved because Labour 
has said it will not remove ex- 
isting Assisted Places. 

Labour's calculations took no 
account of the amount of mon- 
ev it would cost to educate As- 
sisted Places children in the 
state sector. Later Tony 
Evans, the Conference chair- 
man and head of Portsmouth 
Grammar School told members 
that universities had expanded 
too rapidly. Jie suggested that 
the development of mass high- 
er education could have en- 
dangered the quality of 
demanding courses such as Law 
and Medicine because the num- 
ber of new degrees had in- 
creased so quickly without 
adequate funding 


Hi-tech plan for 
tMversityof 
the Highland s 


Nudearplant 
dosed in alert 
over waste 

Heightened radioactivity m 
waste waterbeing discharged 
into the sea led to one of the 
two nuclear fuel reprocessing 
pfantsaf Dcwnreay, in north 
Scot&&$!bemgs^ down at 
thewe&end. 

The shutdown, revealed . 
yesterday, is thought to have 
been due to & leak in & cool- 
ing pipe. Officials at the 
plant, operated by AEA Ltd, 
said the excess radioactivity v 
was within authorised limits 
and posed no danger to the 
workforce orpubbe. 

The plant wfll be out of ac- 
tion for an unspecified length 
of time while engineers try to 
find the cause of the fault . 
The problem was discovered ; 
on Saturday dnring routine 
checks. Charles Arthur 


•HP fill II 


is no illusion 

Around 37 per cent of people 
report suffering from halluci- 
nations at least twice a week, 
according to a survey of more 
than 5,000'people. 

The British Journal of Psy- 
chiatry comments that hypno- 
gogjc haHudnations - vivid 
perceptual experiences oc- 
curring at sleep onset- are 
far more common than ex- 
pected. Around 12-5 per cent 
of people also experience _ 
hypnopomic haflotanations 
winch occur on awakening. 

. In both cases^the feeling 
of falling into an abyss was 
most common, followed by 
the feeling that someone or 
something was in the room. 
Other h&Uudnations included 
the sensation of flying, seeing 
moving or distorted objects, 
and being caugfrt in a fire. 
Glenda Cooper 

College trust 
chief named 

Sir Angus Stirling, former 
Director General of the Na- 
tional Trust, was named yes- 
terday as chairman of the 
trust with responsibility for 
the historic Royal Naval Col- 
lege in Greenwich- 

The decision to hand over 
,the running, of the college in 
south-east London to a-trust 
has caused concern at thp 
nearby National Maritime 
Museum, whiSt EaiTboped to 
play a mayor role in opening 
die Wren-designed 17th cen- 
tury buildings to die public 

However, the University of 
Greenwich is to move into 
the site under the trust's 
ad min istration 


Murder hurit 
suffers blow 

Detectives in Kent, leading 
the hunt for the killer of Lin 
Russell and her six-year-old 
daughter, Megan, said yester- 
day that forensic tests on a 
hammer found near the 
scene proved it was not the 
murder weapon. 

The news emerged just 
days before the funerals of 
Mrs Russell and Megan in 
north Wales. When the ham- 
mer was discovered cm 9 
September, two months after 
the brutal murders, police 
described it as “crucial" evi- 
dence. 


Child 

on‘poisonea v 
village green • 

A 10-year-old boy was in hos- 
pital yesterday after playing 
on a village green, believed 
to have been contaminated 

•' with poison, which has al- 
ready claimed the lives of 
three family pets. 

Police believe someone 
who hates dogs is responsible 
and have warned parents to 
keep their children away 
from the green, in Thomaby, 
Geveland. Warnings were 
also issued in schools 
throughout the area. 

Vets were examining the 
carcases of two of the dogs at 

Ministry of Agriculture labo- 
ratories in Thirsk, North 
Yorkshire 

Hospital staff 
set for strikes 

Nurses, porters and other 
staff at some of the country’s 
most prestigious teaching 
hospitals are set for a series 
of 24-hour strikes after voting 
for industrial action over pay, 
it was announced yesterday. 

Around 1,000 members of 
Unison employed by UGL - 
Hospitals Trust in central 
London are seeking a 6.5 per 
cent pay claim. The union 
has rejected a rise of 3.25 per 
cent for its members, who 
work at the Middlesex, Uni- 
versity College and Elizabeth 
Garrett Anderson hospitals. 

Memory lane 
shortened 

It may be television's crown - 
jewels, but broadcasters have 
decided that the the early 
years of Coronation Street wil 
not grip modem viewers. 

Granada Sky Broadcasting 
which launches seven new 
channels on cable and satel- _ 
lite today, has decided to 
start repeating the soap 
opera from 1976 onwards- 
missing out 16 years’ 
episodes. Executives believe 
younger audiences would 
be left cold by the early 
programmes. Marianne Mac- 
donald 

Adviser ‘stole 

charitycash’ 

A trusted financial.adyjser 
first sold the Salvation Army 
a multi-million pound “pop- 
pycock” investment scheme 
and then plundered £12m of 
it to pay off his “enormous 
debts”, a court heard. 

Former soldier Stuart 
Ford, 45. used some of his ill- 
gotten gains to buy a new 
house and car, it was alleged 
at Southwark Crown Court 

Bus driver on 
drink charge 

The driver of a double- 
decker bus carrying 82 pas- 
sengers - mostly children - 
hat been charged with drink- 
driving after being stopped 
on a busy motorway. 

Police breathalysed the dri- 
ver on the M6 near Preston, 
Lancashire. It is understood 
the bus, owned by a Liver- 
pool firm, was taking a party 
to the Frontier land theme 
park at Morecambe. 


JOJO MOVES 




The Millennium Commission 
yesterday announced a £33m 
award towards the creation of 
a revolutionary University of the 

Highlands and Islands. 

• The high-technology dis- 
persed campus will bring to- 
gether 11 colleges of higher 
education and other specialist 
institutions through a digital 
communications network of- 
fering video and computer links. 

The award for the university 
was the biggest part of a total 
Scottish awards package of 
nearly £47m and by far the 
greatest of 10 announced yes- 
terday. Most of them involve fae 
creation or renovation of com- 
munity centres and halls j 
Scotland, Wales and North? 
Ireland. 

The total cost of the universi- 
ty development is estimated it 
£86m but the commissions 
award is expected to encotirafp 
a total mvestment of at lea k 
£J00m over the next five year*, 
which will provide the mmmm- 
ty with other new edmmunk^ 
lions facilities, libraries, anil 
l earning resources, with major 
capita] developments at eac 
tile. . - 

The university's first degree! 
a BSc in rural development, va'j 


kfcued by Aberdeen University, 
was launched earlier this 
month, ft is being delivered ini- 
tially by Lews Castle CoDege in 
Stornoway. 

The project has drawn back- 
ing from local authorities, fast- 
nesses and community groups 
across the region. 

Lord Dalkeith, Millennium 
Commissioner, for Scotland, 
made the announcement at the 
Inverness headquarters of the 
development agency Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise (HIE), 
which made the funding bid. 

The agency's chairman, Fras- 
er Momson, said; “This project 
will not only bring academic 
gains to the Highlands, but will 
provide a powerful and dy- 
namic motor for economic and 
community development for 
the next century." 

Many of the university's stu- 
dents are expected to be part- 
timers. The university hopes to 
attract the equivalent of some 
5,000 full-time students. 

“This project will deliver a 
very different kind of universi- 
ty for Britain and Europe,” 

' Robin Lingard, UHI project di- 
rector, said. "Its combination of 
community commitment, fed-, 
eral collegiate structure and 
strong emphasis on teefrndo-, 
gy breaks new ground.” 


THE INDEPENDENT ABROAD 


fa*na .... .ScMO Nlandi .... RSOO 


worn . 

.anao a* .... 

.1.4,500 

Onm . 

. J*aa00 Maotlra . 

. Ek325 




Dramfc. 

--0M8 Noway. . 

..M02O 

Mi Rap . 

Foma . 

-EK325 

Ranee .. 

..Jd.4 Span ... 

.PU300 

Germany . 

.DIMS Sweden. . 

. -9a21 

Dance ... 

.JM50 SMzadnl 

. swno 

Unratnws 

..mo usa 

. . SSjOO 


orcraos SUBSCRIPTXB 3 
fa mi. 13 MCfs Euooe 010.76; Sm 1 (Uddta 
Eta. fanem. Afnea ml tab) £l£4.Qft Bw 2 (T* 
!70l Tt wist bmk art 
lUadaSences 
lUs 43 IShamu Latin EH 8fl» nfetfmDin- 


K*k> 



■ MMUitMBBCOWW 



MERCURY 


APPARENTLY 

NOT. 

JBTs telephone cable looks pretty wobbly. 'We’rr jri fl ac least 20% 
cheaper for internanoaal calk weekday evenings and all weekend. 
Foe details FreeCal] 0500 500 366. 

Mercury SmartCall 

Vbu toft taw ® be a genfcnto see haw raudi youl save. 
mt*vt*c^Sfri"eiam4MtfmaiH 0uiirfi rrf£S tSGn.VAT) 









W<1 




.^Mependent . Tuesday , October iom 



• THE •• •- 


3 

— 

> 


! acc ( 

1 CLA.-- 
1 RATE 


news 


J* 


& 




> 


s 

V 




files opened: MI5 continued to believe diet comic author could be prosecuted 

A silly ass, 
but not a 

traitor: At 
last, the 

real story 

of PG 




Widow fights 
for right to 
child by dead 
husband 
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JAMES CUSICK 

The writer PG Wodehouse was 
guilty of being a vain and stu- 
pid ass but nothing more, de- 
spite widespread baying for 
Km to face treason or treach- 
ery changes, according to files re- 
leased by the Public Record 
Office yesterday. 

Hie creator of Jeeves and 
Bertie Wooster recorded five 
talks in 1941 for the Nazi au- 
thorities in Berlin which were 
later broadcast to Bri tain. Al- 
though no charges were 
brought against Wodehouse at 
the end of the war, in 1946 M15 
was still reluctant fully to aban- 
don the case and was con- 
vinced it could be reopened. 

The files released yesterday 
show the concern over Wode- 
house’s wartime activities 
reaching the senior echelons of 
the Foreign, Hook and Cabinet 
offices, British Intelligence and 
the Prime Minister, Winston 
Churchill. 

With the liberation of Paris 
in the autumn of 1944, Wode- 
house, then living with his wife, 
Ethel, in the expensive Hotel 
Bristol, came back under the su- 
pervision of MI5. 

The Foreign Office, two years 
after Wodehouse’s: Berlin 
broadcasts, had begun consult- 
ing the then Home Secretary, 
HertJ^'Morr^Ojt^ nbpot the 
Kkcfy public .clamour for'frea- 
son cfagtgearbeipg brought^ 


Morrison, ChurchSQ's astute 
socialist fixer, wrote; “1 should 
think he [Wodehouse] most 
know enough to be aware that 
his position here [in the UK] wffl 
be, to say the least, unpleasant.” 
Morrison and the British au- 
thorities then began a series of 
manoeuvres to ensure they nev- 
er faced putting Wodehonse in 
the dock. There appears, from 
the files, to have been a fear 
that a treason trial could em- 
barrassingly collapse horn a 
lack of evidence. 

With Wodehouse, in 1944, 
seeking to leave Paris and pos- 
sibly head for Portugal, the au- 
thorities guessed he w<Wd not 
wish to return to the England 
he had characterised am 
odied in the novels and 

that had made him 

and internationally famous. 

Morrison, in February 1943, 
had written: “If the rat 1ms 
enough intelligence to leave 
the sinking ship, I should sus- 
pect he must have enough in- 
telligence not to put himself 
within the jaws of the British 

mastiff-" 

Warehouse and his wife were 
at their home in Le Touquet In 
northern France when they 
-were arrested by occupying 
German troops in 1940. They 
were initially interned in a 
camp but after Wodehouse's 
■Berim -broadcasts had been Irv- 
ing kf the’pfusfi Adlon Hotel in 
Berim. Ftom there be and his 



PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Legal Affairs Editor 

A young widow was yesterday 
preparing for a legal battle to 
be allowed to have a child us- 
ing her dead husband's sperm. 
Meanwhile, another mother 
was embroiled in a test case over 
. her ref usal to allow her baby to 
flffave a tver transplant. 

The too cases are the latest 
tn spotlghi the controversial 
ethical ind legal arguments 
over “i forme d consent" to 
medical interventions. 

They mne in the wake of 
protests provoked by High 
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Not Goethe after at: The Nazis apparently overestimated PG Wodehouse's Importance Photograph: Tom Blau/Camera Press 
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wife were allowed to move to 
the Hotel Bristol His rooms at 
the hotel were reserved, ac- 
cording to the hotel dirertor, 
Marcel Vidal, by the German 
authorities in Paris. 

When Britain reopened its 
embassy in de Gaulle's France 
in 1944, Duff Cooper, the sp- 
linted ambassador, found 
:lf living at tire Bristol 
alongside theWodebouses. He 
was not pleased. Duff Cooper, 
a former Minister of Informa- 
tion, said in a “most secret” dfe- 
itcfa that “Sir David Petrie Is 
informed and has sent an 
officer to investigate.” Sir David 
was head of MIS. 

Wodehouse, known by the 
Germans as British Civilian 
Prisoner number 796 when he 
was interned, was Infer paid 250 
marks 


Spode of the Black Shorts 


Could a Hitler sympathiser have written The Code of the Wboste/s, 
featuring the preposterous Mosley pastiche, Roderick Spode, founder 
bf the "Hack Shorts"? Wodehouse wrote of Spode: 

/ It was as tf Nature had friended tn make a gaite. and had changed 
* its mind at the last moment Hit it wasn't merely the sheer 
expanse of the bird that impressed. Close to, what you noticed more 
was his face, which was square and powerful and slightly moustached 
towards the centre. His gaze was keen and piercing. I don't know 
if you have ever seen those pictures In the papers of Dictators with 
tilted chins and blazing eyes, inflaming the populace with fiery words 
on the occasion of a new skittle alley, but that is whet he ■ 
reminded me of * 
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Pam embassy's press depart- 
ment Pack's name alro surfaces 
in a money tranter of 56Q.000F 
which in late autumn 1944 
made its way into EthefWode- 
house's account via die Swiss 
consulate. 

Why a Reich official, as his 
country was retreating back be- 

hnS ft$pwn borders, would be 

" 

r 


Wodehouse claimed the mon- 
ey was, is never folly explained. 

An faitfal suggestion from 
Doff Cooper that the Wbde- 
ixmsef were short of cash was 
immediately dismissed on in- 
vestigation. One assumption 
appears to be that the Wode- 
houses were still in the pay of 
- the Third Reich whilst ccmve- 
A -cientiy living and during along- 


side senior diplomats of the Al- 
lies. 

Despite allegations listed in 
the nmriy released files from 
Wodehouse’s fellow internees 
that he was a “collaborator'', the 
writer hims elf wrote to the 
Home Secretary in late 1944, 
admitting he had been "crimi- 
nally foonsh” to broadcast on 
German radio. 

One theory mentioned in 
the files deteife an interview with 
an Austrian detainee, Freddie 
Kraus. This states that the Ger- 
mans had originally thought 
Wodehouse "was the Engpsb 
Goethe" and that the “FO in 
Beriin had made fools of them- 
selves”, once they found out he 
was merely a comic author. 

Wodehouse left Paris for tire 
United States in 1947. He died 
in 1975, aged 93, shortly after 
receiving an honorary knight- 
hood. 


no right to risk her own death 
and that of her unborn child by 
withholding consent to a cae- 
sarian. 

In the latest dilemma, the 
Human Fertilisation and Em- 
bryology Authority (HFEA), 
which regulates artificial in- 
semination, has blocked an at- 
tempt by the 30-year-old widow, 
DB, to have her dead hus- 
band's child because he never 
consented in writing to the use 
of spenn taken from him in 
March last year while he was 
brain dead on a life support ma- 
chine after falling into a coma. 

In the first case of its kind, 
Mrs B wiU challenge the au- 
thority’s strict application of (he 
law in a High Court judicial re- 
view tomorrow. Mis B, from the 
Midlands, has protested that be- 
fore his illness she and her 
husband had read about a wid- 
ow receiving sperm from a 
dead husband and bad agreed 
to the same if ever faced with 
a simil ar situation. U I know 
what his feelings were and I lost 
my husband,” she said yester- 
day. "But I didn’t lose the abil- 
ity to have his child ... I want 
the rest of my life back.” 

But Ruth Deech, chairman of 
the HFEA, said: "The notion of 
consent is fundamental to the 
Human Fertilisation & Em- 
bryology Act 1990. The Act ex- 
pressly requires the written 
consent ofaman to the storage 
and use of his gametes [sperm] 
after his death” 


Moreover, written consent is 
only valid after the donor has 
had tire opportunity to receive 
counselling, including consid- 
eration of the welfare of ary 
child. 

Directions made under the 
Act also ban the export of 
sperm unless it could he used 
lawfully in Britain, which means 
Mrs B cannot take advantage of 
offers by doctors to cany out the 
procedure in Belgium or the 

Mis B’s predicament stands 
in contrast to a series of judge- 
ments on the other side of the 
coin where the consent rule 
does not appear to have been 
so strictly applied. But Sheila 
Kitringer. or Positive Care in 
Obstetrics St Gynaecology, said: 
“1 cannot help but feel that if a 
child learned about what had 
happened at a later date that 
chad would feel very loved, 
very cherished and very want- 
ed. 4 

The British Medical Associ- 
ation said it had “tremendous 
sympathy” with Mrs B. But a 


fession was “very anxious" that 
the principle of informed con- 
sent was not eroded in cases in- 
volving people in comas, or 
suffering from mental disable- 
ment 

John Parsons, the consul- 
tant in charge of the assisted 
conception unit at Kind's Col- 
lege Hospital, London, insisted: 
"It’s important that people’s ge- 
netic material is not used 
against their will There is no 
way of being sure that although 
the man wanted a child with his 
wife, he also wanted her to have 
their child after his death." 

As the controvert continued, 
a 27-year-old mother was mean- 
while battling before the Cburt 
of Appeal in a test case over a 
parent’s right to choose surgery 
for a drikL David Harris QC, for 
the mother’s local health au- 
thority, said the court's duly was 
to decide what was in the “best 
interests of the child". 

The mother fears that the 
child would not survive the op- 
eration or lead a satisfactory file. 



are revealed 


JOHN CROSSLAND 

An MB report on the finances 
of Sir Oswald Mosley’s Fascist 
partV/drawn up for wartime 
Home Secretary Herbert Mor- 
rison, reveals that he won the 
German franchise for his com- 
mercial radio station Radio 
Sark, thanks to his wife’s friend- 
with Hitler. • 

tie. of 1 10 beavfly-weeded 
files an British Fascism released 
yesterday at the -Public Record- 
Office shows that Mosley s 
British Union of Fascists (BUF) 
was desperatdy short of mon- 
ey on the outbreak of wax; de- 
spite the generous support of 
backers fikt-ll.ord Rothennere, 
owner of the Daxfy MaH, and a 
former Air Minister. 

repte^jmeafi<f by G P 
Gbp&h31j.< 

J i dimnmiiEcr «m, 
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aftCTi'tiie Special 
May 

istc^sorder “to cpflar tire£feft 

of fhfe®XJF:beqBCt^e^seii- 
tbfhBpiOTv 

had not ne^ed^aSke moit- 
dlfllrewffi4()L“13sCTftffthe 
time Tie enteriSiThe com- 
mercial world. He.vras aware 
while in America frat £20m a 
year was spent on radio Adver- 
tising and such money could be 
employed in' financing the 
movement to which he had giv- 
en his life.” Radio Sark, which 
broadcast primarily to 'France 


for her that otherwise could not 
be opened.” Lady Mosley, said 
her husband, was a great friend 
of Frau Goebbeis and they had 
married in the Goebbels* Bedin 
home in Hitler’s presence. 

The report revealed that Spe- 
dal Branch had uncovered a se- 
cret BUF bank account, worth 
£86,000 (in 1940 values); which 
“was used as a conduit pipe to 
feed in funds to the organisa- 
tion from supporters like Lord 
Rothennere, who wanted to 
conceal that support”. 

The files also show that while 



such ventures in Europe. 

G P Ctanchfll told.Motrison 
that in June 1938 Sir Oswald “en- 
tered, into association with per- 
sons concerned with the 
governm ent of Gamaiymcon- 
notion, wijfr a wireless broad- 
casting station to be erected 


m'adtieviog this, 
S&GswaRfs testi- 
“She 



Mosiey:Mvrfe<f at Goebbefa 7 
home fen presence of Hitter 

in Brisfcm prison in 1943, 
Moslems used asagumea pig 
in experiments with a revolu- 
tionary treatment, to core 
thrombosis. 

A letter from Frank Smith, 

of the International 

temophUiac Society com- 
’ ‘ to Morrison shout the 

Research Council’s 

“abuse of its privileges in bkxfc- 
ing development of an anti- 
thrombotic substance which 
would have mi tig ated the most 
seriom afreets cf Mosley’s con- 
dition” which was then causing 
concern in the prison hospital. 

The fife is annotated, how- 
ever, with* comment “Mosley 
Heated wfth the new drug but 
tire tre&tipeut was not com- 
to his release” by 
i who “-didn't want to 
of him 
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New cases 
bring CJD 
total to 
fourteen 


The urban future: Tory minister links crime to environment and condemns the ‘executive close 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Editor 

Evidence is growing of a genetic 
[ink between people who de- 
velop the “[lew variant" of the 
fatal brain disorder Creutzfeldi- 
Jakob disease, which has been 
tentatively linked to eating 
BSE-infected food. 

Two more cases of the “new 
variant" were announced at 
the weekend by the CJD Sur- 
veillance Unit in Edinburgh. 
Both victims were in their thir- 
ties. The diagnosis brings the to- 
tal number of cases of the new 
strain in the past three years to 
14. seven of whom have died 

A 15-year-o\d girl, who is stiQ 
alive, has been confirmed as 
having CJD from tests on spinal 
fluid using a technique devel- 
oped in the US. She is not be- 
ing included in the official 
statistics until the disease has 
run its course. 

Though the growth in num- 
bers this year could be the sign 
of the start of an epidemic, it is 
more likely to be an accident of 
timing, as the seven people 
developed the disease at dif- 
ferent times, said Professor 
Peter Smith, an epidemiologist 
on the government's advisory 
body, Seac. 

The new strain has been ten- 
tatively linked to BSE, or mad 
cow disease, because it differs 
in a number of respects from the 
classic form of CJD. which nor- 
mally affects people over 60. 
The new strain has been found 
almost exclusively in Britain - 
apart from one case in France 
- in the past three years in peo- 
ple aged under 42. It is a simi- 
lar sort of disease to BSE in 
which the brain becomes 
“spongy" with holes. 

Sqprificantiy. all of the 14 
British victims have had the 
same genetic configuration on 
a particular point of the PrP 
gene, which produces a protein 
that is essential to the function 


of some brain cells in its normal 
form. In CJD. this protein's 
shape becomes distorted after 
it has been made in the body by 
"rogue" proteins known as pri- 
ons. The particular PrP config- 
uration found in the 14 “new 
strain" victims occurs in 38 per 
cent of the population. The fact 
that no cases of the new strain 
have occurred in people with 
different PrP configurations 
could mean that others are less 
susceptible to the disease. 

Sheila Gore, of the Medical 
Research Council's biostatistics 
unit, called yesterday for the 
CJD unit to issue more infor- 
mation about the number of 
suspected “new-slrain" cases 
referred to it, rather than issu- 
ing figures only for confirmed 
cases. "Though only a certain 
proportion are confirmed, we 
need to know what proportion 
that is," said Dr Gore. "Onoe we 
know that, we can work back 
from the oumber of confirmed 
cases at any stage to how many 
suspect cases there are which 
will be confirmed." 

The Department of Health 
intends to publish its latest 
quarterly report on CJD cases 
later this month, covering the 
three months to the end of Sep- 
tember. However, there are no 
plans at present to include sus- 
pected cases in those under 40. 

Dr Gore said, "It would be 
useful if they did, because if it 
turned out that eventually 90 per 
oent of those suspected cases are 
confirmed as the new strain, we 
would have something to work 
with. If it was only Ilf per cent, 
at least we would be able to de- 
cide not to t3ke much notice." 

Professor John Pattison. 
head of Seac, said "I think it's 
notable that the total number 
of referrals isn't higher than in 
1994, when the unit had its high- 
est number of cases of CJD. 
That means there's not a great 
backlog of cases that haven't 
come through." 




The Thatchers bou^rt a home on tins executive estate in Dirfwich, London, hfr Gummer cafis such developments abominations 


Blots on the city landscape 
destroy lives, says Gummer 


The postwar error: A car park at Canterbury, a city which is 
now trying to reduce traffic Photograph: Kent News 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspondent 

John Gummer, the Secretary of 
Stale for the Environment, yes- 
terday attacked urban eyesores, 
which had, he said, ‘‘destroyed 
the lives of a very large number 
of people”. 

And, in an unusual statement 
for a Conservative Cabinet min- 
ister, he said the bad environ- 
ment resulting from many 
post-war developments was to 
blame for crime and anti-social 
behaviour. "It’s not surprising 
that people draw graffiti, drop 
litter and steal." be added. 

Mr Gummer was opening an 
exhibition on good design at the 
London headquarters of the 
Royal Institute of British Ar- 
chitects as part of his cam- 
paign to dear away eyesores and 
replace them with “good man- 
nered" development which 
would be respected and ad- 
mired for decades. 

His targets were not just ugly 
1 960s concrete shopping centres 
and office blocks. He attacked 
"executive-style" housing for the 


way it cut itself off from the rest 
of society. The ‘executive close’ 
is an abomination: it’s meant to 
sav we live here but we are not 
of’ here.” he said. Mr Gummer 
said ordinary villagers rarely 
came to aocept the people who 
lived in such developments as 
part of the community. 

The planning minister in the 
Department of the Environ- 
ment, Robert Jones, will repeat 
those views in a meeting today 
with the National Federation of 
House Builders, which repre- 
sents big borne constructors. 

Mr Gummer said Britain 
had much to learn from the R>r- 
tuguese. There, when city au- 
thorities re-develop urban 
areas, they sometimes involve 
a historian and a sociologist in 
the design of the buildings and 
streets. The aim is to give a 
sense of continuity. 

The Riba exhibition features 
21 case studies where planners, 
landowners, architects and de- 
velopers have, after consulting 
local people, collaborated in 
drawing up schemes to bring 
new life to run-down areas. 


The case studies arc part of 
a campaign which will lead to 
Britain's first official, govern- 
ment guidance on wbul con- 
stitutes good urban design - 
new buildings, roads and open 
spaces lhat fit well with ihcir 
surroundings and that should 
stand the lest of time. Several 
of the schemes depicted in (he 
exhibition are certain to be 
built. 

One is for the Whitefriars 
area of Canterbury*, where the 
1960s shops, multi-story car 
park and bus station built on a 
large bomb site within the still- 
standing city walls have be- 
come an embarrassment. The 
building* clash with the narrow 
streets and the old. two- and 
three-storey houses which still 
dominate the cathedral city’s 
historic core; in Whitefriars 
they are much taller, grey and 
flat-roofed and the streets arc 
much wider. 

But while Canterbury City 
Council and another major 
landowner are. well on the way 
to agreeing a new develop- 
ment. there are some out- 


standing issues which show how 
commercial pressures can stand 
in the way of what is now re- 
garded as good design. 

Today's majority view is that 
there should be mixed devel- 
opment in city centres instead 
of the zoning’of the past, with 
homes as well as shops and of- 
fices. That cuts the need to trav- 
el to work and helps keep the 
area alive at night. In Canter- 
bury there is a debate on how 
much housing there will be in 
Whitefriars - currently there is 
none. 

.Another contentious issue 
concerns parking. The counciFs 
polity is to move ear parks out- 
side the city walls, making shop- 
pers more reliant on park-and- 
ride schemes. It wants the num- 
ber of car parking spaces in 
Whitefriars to be cut from the 
current 840 to 500. The cham- 
ber of commerce and many 
shop-owners are strongly op- 
posed. 

The exhibition runs at Riba. 
66 Pbrtiand Place, London WI. 
until 19 October. Admission is 
free. 



I f you’re a director of a limited company, 
vou .should know that you only have a 
certain amount of time from your 
Accounting Reference Date to deliver your 
accounts to Companies House. 

But what you may not realise b that if you 
deliver your accounts late your comp an y will 
he penalised - antnmari.-alK-. Delay too long 
and the penalty could be as much as 11000 
for private limited companies and 15000 
for PLCs. 

What's more, ensuring that vour accounts 
are delivered on time i.« the personal 
responsibility ol the company's di re ctors. 
Not just your finance director. And certain K' 
not your accountant. 

Filing on time makes sound business sense. 
Other companies may soon lose confidence 
in yours if your records aren't up to date. 
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Our leaflets will help you with more 
detailed information on Accounting 
Reference Dates, Late Filing Penalties, 
Disclosure Requirements and so on. 

Return the completed coupon below for 
yuur personal copies. Or call Cardiff 0 1 222 
380026. Do it now, and make sure you 
don’t pay the penalty. 

->*! 


Post to: Companies House (LFP) Room 398. Companies House, FREEPOST CF 4008. Crown Wav. Cardift CF4 tZZ. 
Please send me further information on avoiding late filing penalties. 
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PS-120 MULTIMEDIA 


■ Imd’ 120MHz Pentiunr Processor 

■ J6MB SDRAM 

■ 236KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

■ 3i* Diskette Drive 

■ Toshiba' Eight-Speed CD-ROM 

■ Western Digital" 2GB EIDE Hard Drive 

■ Creative Labs Vibra Sound Card and Aka Lansing ACSW 
Speakers 

■ 2MB. 64 Bit Graphics Accelerator 

■ 1 5" Vcwtron" Colour Monitor 1 

■ DesktopMmi Tower Case 

■ Windows' 95 105 Key Key board & Mouse 

■ Microsoft* Windows 15 

■ MS Generations Software Bundle 

■ Games Bundle 

■ MS Encamp (US version! 

■ SuperScape Virtual Reality Software 

■ 3 Year Limited Warranty 

£1099 (£1325.40 be NAT and DHhm| 
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Ban pain 
drug, says 


surgeon 


LIZ HUNT 

Istanbul 

^nf??™ S L SUrgeon yesterday 
called for a ban on paraiv»ffl mo i 

one of the most widely used 
pamaUers in the world. 

sSESS? 5 

^ Less than 10 per cent of kid- 

833(5 ^at neys transplanted in the UK 

SS^S ,1 ° Verd ^ ewasthe c^&Svingdonora-usu- 
of acute liv- ally a dose relative or partner 
?nd accewnted for w^g to give up one ofebeir 
nl?nt s h f *£/* hver trans - healthy kidneys for someone in 
Jf 1 ™* 1 <**■ end-stage renal failure who 

^f^e-wunter needs dialysis to survive. In Nor- 
drug is Inghty toxic to the liver way, where living donors have 
m large doses and as little as 20 formally been intSiponited into 
tablets can result in hfe threat- the national transplant pro- 
Muig hver disease. Many of gramme, the figure is 40per cent, ■ 
those who take it are young and and in the US 20 per cent 
are making a “cry for help The success rate of living ! 
ratheruian a senous suicide at- donor transplants over that of I 
tempt, he said. kidneys removed from a dead 

Each year, there are 150 donor was “startling”, he said, 
deaths and 30,000 hospital ad- After three years, 85 per cent 
missions due to paracetamol of kidneys donated by a spouse 
overdose. Following an over- were still working satisfactori- 
dose there is often a latent pe- ly, and 82 per cent in the case 
riod in which the victim feels of a parent-to-chfld transplan- 
and appeals quite well, thinks tatkm. However, the figure falls 
they have survived their suicide to 70 per cent if organs from a 
attempt and does not tell any- cadaver are used. 

The use of a “fresh* 1 kidney 
from a healthy living person was 
key to the success and ap- 
peared to over-ride tissue match 
consideration. Sir David said. “I 
am very struck by these figures. 
The results are so good. Why 
shouldn’t we be doing more.*’ 
He said the risk to the Mag 
donor was small: “The Norwe- 
gian experience now extends to 
some 1,200 cases. None of the 
donors have died as a result of 
their donation - although two 
are [in kidney failure] after an 
interval of 12 to 15 years.” 

An estimated 5.0W people in 
Sir David Carter Would file to the UK need a new kidney and 
see paracetamol off shelves abomhahwifi get one. Demand 
■ for organs is increasing at about 

one what they have done and . 5 per cent a year. . -- 
sees no need for medical heljJ. liver tissue donations are 
When liver failure then devw— more-^preblematie because of 
ops rtB©fterrt*o late either to tiiesignificamii^tothedonor; 
save the organ or carry out a Sir David said. Technical ad- 
transplant vances mean that hver trans- 

Speaking at the British Med- plants can be carried out nsing 
ical Association’s annual clini- grafts flobes of the fiver) taken 
cal meeting in Istanbul framauvingpexsan,andasmall 
yesterday. Sir David said: “I number have been performed 
would Bee to see if off the around the world, usually par- 
shelves ... 1 don’t understand ent to child. “If you have a ■ 
the reasons why it is available." mother wanting to donate to a 
A paracetamol formulation child -with the posableoskto 
containing the chemical acetyl- her Hfe -then the problems are 
cysteine, which acts as an anti- obvious,” he, said: ^ __ t>. • 

in Hnio’c ffTrir. pffrrts 


British Medical 
Association 
annual clinical 
meeting 



/ 



Sir David Carter: Would file to 
see paracetamol off shelves 

one what they have done and 
sees no need for medical helji. 


save the organ or carry out a 
transplant. 

Speaking at the British Med- 
ical Association's ani mal clini- 
cal meeting in Istanbul 
yesterday. Sir David said: “I 
would like to see if off the 
shelves ...l don’t understand 
the reasons why it is available.” 

A paracetamol formulation 
containing the chemical acetyl- 
cysteine, which acts as an anti- 
dote to the drug’s toxic effects 
on the liver, is available but 4$ 
much -more expensive thaa^ 
paracetamol tablets. There s fit- 
tie support either from the- 
Government or the drug in- 
dustry for safer formulations at 
a more accessible price. • 

Sir David has promised to 
highfigbi the dangers of the drugf 
in hfe role as the newly Ip- ; 
pointed Scottish Chief Medical 
Officer. Another issue he said 
he would emphasise is the idea 
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Great Western colours 
leave fens steaming 




All change: A 125, fa lls saw GW Avery, pons Jn at Bristol Ifempto Meads. Photograph: SWNS 


BT cut up to 25 


CHmSHAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

The expected rush of new logos 

and train liveries following rail 

privatisation began in earnest 
yesterday with Great Western 
becoming die first of the new 
companies to abandon all tcs- 
tiges of hs British Rail design. 

In mwe fling its new daric- 
greea and way Kray, which wifi 

disappoint traditionalists who 
hoped for a return to the line's 
traditional chocolate and cream, 
the managing director of Great 
Western, Brian Scott, confirmed 
many of the improvements 
promised when the tine was pri- 
vatised in February. 

Great Western, which oper- 
ates inter-city services to the 
West and South Whies, is now 
nm by a consortium controlled 
by the management- emp loyee 
buy-out team, with support 
from a bus company and a 
merchant bank. 

Mr Scott said Great Wsstexn 
had increased the number of 
trains every weekday from 134 



age: Carriages on a poster sport the old GWR colours 


minister, was on hand to extol 
the benefits of rail privatisation, 
Richard George, Great West- 
ern's deputy managing director, 
admitted that many of the im- 
provements might well have 
happened under BR. 

“In many respects it’s not dif- 
ferent under rail privatisation," 
he said, “But we can get off our 
backsides quicker ana we have 
fewer bureaucratic constraints.” 


to 139 and promised that a half- 
hour shntfte service to Bristol 
aad Cardiff would be intro- 
duced by the summer of 1999. 
"Pro extra train “sets" had been 


3y carri ag es are to be extend- 
ed, and there will be a new 
uniform for 1 ,500 staff. Half the 
fleet of 3S trains wflj be sport- 
ing new livery by next autumn. 

While John whtls, the rail 
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The chrysanthemums 
burning - among the flames 
one flower opening 

Sit watching wild ducks 
mignuing - clasping knees as 
iii urn burials 

from the pigeon house 
one feather floating up to 
t/, t brilliant full moon 

4 U sick patients 

'stretching out their white hands to 
autumn leaf bonfires 
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Tbshiro Nomura^ 


Aifldtq Axfo»:,. r „^.; 


Shugyb Tbkaha 


Hakyo T&iida 




iuiurnn in Japan does not coincide eracijy ; wifh « 
“ Aulu ” ifoe^nac Kirfam. The ancient hmar ca 


^ Writes James Kirkup- The ancient wnar caw 
this time. The usual imagery offelBng karate 


nar»^* ---- - oriental and Wesiern cuiiuiw. ^ «»« 

fit both conceptions of autumn. 


James l^kup is 


The Labour Party exists 
to further the interests 0 

of the few but 

of the many, the broad „ ^ 

majority of the British , r 

people. That is its 
purpose. 
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Unions worried by windfall tax 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

Labour Editor 

Unions yesterday warned Gor- 
don Brown that his job-creating 
"windfall'’ tax on privatised 
utilities could put tens of thou- 
sands on the dole. 

As th e shadow Chancellor 
reaffirmed his intention to in- 
troduce the levy in a keynote 
address to the conference, 
union leaders urged him to 
think “long and hard” about its 
potential impact. 

Mr Brown will have to take 
tough measures to prevent com- 
panies making employees re- 
dundant in order to pay the tax. 
employee representatives said. 

Donald McGregor, a na- 


tional official of the GMB gen- 
eral union, said: “It must be a 
lax on windfall profits, not a tax 
on jobs." 

Mike Jcram. of the public ser- 
vice union Unison, *aid he un- 
derstood why Labour was 
planning to introduce the tax: 
“I'm as revolted as anyone else 
about the excesses in the in- 
dustry, but it will have to be 
thought through thoroughly." 

Ken Jackson, general secre- 
tary of the Amalgamated En- 
gineering and Electrical Union, 
said there was a real danger that 
the tax could cost tens of thou- 
sands of jobs and that man- 
agement would simply blame a 
Labour government for the re- 
dundancies. 


The unions' fears echo sim- 
ilar warnings by ministers and 
senior utility managers, al- 
though the Labour movement 
is in broad agreement over the 
need for a lax. The Govern- 
ment is likely to use the union 


comments, however, as ammu- 
nition in its argument against 
the levy. 

In a series of private meetings 
with Mr Brown, senior union of- 
ficials have argued that revenue 
raised from the new tax should. 


in parr at least, he paid back to 
companies specifically for train- 
ing and rc-iraining employees. 

So far. however. Labour has 
insisted that it would use the ad- 
ditional money - between £5bn 
and £10bn by most estimates - 


for a five-year programme to re- 
duce unemployment national- 
ly and in particular to create 
250,000 jobs for the under-25s. 
Party officials have indicated 
that the tax could extend bey ond 
the water and eleclricitv indus- 


tries - the original targets of the 
plan - to other privatised com- 
panies such as BT and British 
Gas when it could be shown that 
excess profits were being made. 

Mr Jackson said the priva- 
tised utilities bad already suf- 
fered massive redundancies and 
Lhe tax could make it worse. 

The power supply industry 
had shed 40.000 jobs in sLx 
years, with National Power re- 
ducine its work force from 
27,000 to 4_500. he said. Next 
week. British Energy, the pri- 
vatised nuclear industry, is ex- 
pected to announce 2.000 job 
losses in a workforce of 7,000. 

The engineering union 
leader said that if current 
Labour plans went ahead, com- 


panies would continue to make 
special payments to their share- 
holders. hut make cutbacks in 
jobs. A Labour government 
would introduce tough regula- 
tions to prevent that. 

According to industry 
sources, f\*werGen has sought 
a deal with Labour in order In 
avoid the lax. Management in- 
dicated to the pariy thai ihere 
could be provision for more 
training in the industry as a quid 
pn:> if no. 

Some regional electricity and 
water companies have indicat- 
ed they have agreed exempt ions 
with the party, but Labour has 
since denied such an arrange- 
ment. 

Donald Macinlyre. page 15 


it must be a tax on windfall 
profits, not a tax on jobs’ 
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Candidates forced to deny coercion 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

Labour responded to 77IC In- 
dependent's report yesterday 
that parliamentary candidates 
had been coached in the an- 
swers to give to our survey - by 
ordering them to sign a letter, 
published in today's newspaper, 
saying they are not automatons. 

At a meeting of candidates 
yesterday morning, a letter was 
presented by party officials, 
and those present were asked 
to sign it. When some candi- 
dates objected that this exercise 
might lend substance to The In- 


dependent's claim that they had 
been marshalled to give the 
“correct" answers, the official 
said that signing the letter was 
voluntary - but that those who 
decided not to sign had to tele- 
phone party staff later to give 
their reasons. 

In the letter. IS candidates 
say: "Of course we seek advice 
from head office on matters of 
policy, but the answers we give 
and the opinions we express arc 
our own.” One candidate yes- 
terday compared their position 
to that of Labour MPs: "They 
are under a three-line whip. 
Whv shouldn't we be?" 


‘Gorbachev asked if things 
were getting out of hand.’ 
Kohl’s memoirs, page 11 


The survey of candidates in 
Labour's winnable seats re- 
vealed that the official “line'’ 
was that the trade union block 
vote should be cut below the 
present 50 per eenl share of 
party conference - a line given 
in internal briefings for 
candidates. 

The Independent interviewed 
42 of the 87 candidates in the 
marginal seats Labour believes 
it must win to form a secure gov- 
ernment. Of these. 3S said the 
union block vote should be cut 
further. 

In another development to- 
day, supporters of the Labour 
leader. Tony Blair, are to urge 
the party to make another dra- 
matic series of internal reforms, 
including cutting the trade 
union link and deciding poiicv 
by ballots of party members. ' 

The party's annual confer- 


ence should be turned into a 
‘•showcase" for policies decid- 
ed by the leadership after con- 
sultation with party members, 
according to the Labour Co-or- 
dinating Committee tLCC). 
the leading pressure group of 
party "modernisers". 

In a report published Unlay, 
the group says: “Party confer- 
ence has rightly eua**.’d to be the 
annual policy-making forum 
for the party." 

And it says Labour should 
learn from the “poll lift which 
successful conventions gave the 
Republicans and then the 
Democrats this summer in 
America". 

The group, which boasts Mr 
Blair as a member, argues for 
an end to policy-making by 
passing resolutions, and for the 
abolition of a layer of local party 
committees. 


Ayes have 
it for 
Harman 
in NEC 
vote 

COLIN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Tony Blair's leadership was 
given a boost last night when 
Harriet Hannan was re-elected 
to the party's ruling National 
Executive Committee despite 
attacks on her choice of a gram- 
mar school for her son. 

Mr Blair also reinforced his 
grip on the NEC by the election 
of Hilary Armstrong to replace 
Joan Lesior in the women's sec- 
tion. and Ian McCartney who 
beat John Evans for the seat for 
the socialist societies. 

“This is a very good result for 
the leadership. It is a strong en- 
dorsement of Tony Blair's lead- 
ership. It's all a net gain," said 
one Blair source. 

Ms Harman's vote fell slight- 
ly from 69,029 to 5S.1 12, but she 
managed to hold onto her seat 
as a result of the quota for 
women on the NEC. “I am 
absolutely delighted." she said. 
“It is tremendous support from 
the party to put me back on. 
It's been a difficult year and I 
feel I can absolutely put it 
behind me now." 

The Shadow social security 
secretary ran for the post 
against the advice of some col- 
leagues who feared it would 
damage the leadership. She 
had the satisfaction of proving 
them wrong, but is still facing 
a difficult time tomorrow over 
pensions. 

Baroness Castle, the veteran 
former Cabinet minister, yes- 
terday accused Ms Harman of 
“inventing" figures to rebut her 
campaign for the restoration of 
the link between pensions and 
earnings. Lady Castle told a 
fringe meeting she would en- 
gage in “statistical warfare" to 
defeat Ms Harman in the vote 
at the conference. 

Lady Castle. S5. accused the 
party of “fighting dirty" and is 
refusing to accept the compro- 
mise of a commission on 
pensions accepted by Jack 
Jones, the pensioners' leader. 

In the NEC fight, Ms Har- 
man polled more votes than the 
left-winger. Diane Abbott, who 
was re-elected. Ms Abbott saw 
her support rise From 45.653 to 
54,800. The biggest jump was for 
Robin Cook, seen as a leader of 
the left in the Shadow Cabinet, 
who lopped Lhe poll with 
109,801 votes - 20,000 more 
than last year. 

The results of the elections, 
carried out by a postal ballot of 
parly members, produced big 
cheers for the re-election of the 
left-wing fireband. Dennis 
Skinner, and Clare Short, 
who chaired the session and 
during the summer had criti- 
cised the spin doctors behind 
Mr Blair. 

■ It was incorrectly stated yes- 
terday that Mr Jack Jones had 
a peerage. We are happy to put 
the record straight. 


Looking good: Harriet Hannan before her success in yesterday's poll. She now faces a challenge from Baroness Castle Photograph: Brian Harris 


New Labour New Technology: Blair’s 
grand design shows they’re serious 


At about 3.30pm yesterday, a 
pepper spray broke in one of the 
zillion X-ray security machines 
that dot the Winter Gardens, 
and released a debilitating gas 
into tbe heart of the press area 
t suspiciously the cloud was at 
its worst over the Telegraph 
and FT, hut had largely dissi- 
pated by the time it got to The 
Guardian t. 

This event marked the pas- 
sage between the pleasant ram- 
bling of the Lib Dems a week 
ago. and New Labour's very se- 
rious pursuit of power; for in 
Brighton there were no pepper 
sprays, and no X-ray machines. 
There, bags were cursorily 
checked by affable members of 
the local morris dancing team. 
Here, a division of the North 
Korean army has been pressed 
into service by Group 4 or 
Parcelforce, or whoever, and are 


determined never to surrender. 

In Brighton, you will recall, 
they had built a little classical 
temple for Paddy to emerge 
from. Bui dominating tbe Win- 
ter Gardens is a Sixties Brezh- 
nevite Memorial to the Heroic 
Pioneers of Socialist Space 
Flight, or Solidarity with the 
Third World. 

In the middle is a granite- 
coloured plinth, sloping up- 
wards from left to right. But 
where you would expect to find 
a copper sputnik or a concrete- 
cast struggling peasant, there is 
a microphone and lectern, from 
which speakers address tbe 
toiling masses below. 

Even more dramatic, how- 
ever, is a three-storey high 
backdrop, standing to either 
side of the Socialist Speeches 
Statue, and coloured like a red 
dawn on a healthy morning. The 
Moscow 1966 theme is careful- 
ly maintained by festooning 


DAVID 

AAR0N0V1TCH 


the hall with red banners, de- 
claring the paradise to come. 

Tbe effect of all this unex- 
pected architectural reference 
to what used to be called ’The 
achievements of real Socialism" 
has been to disorient some del- 
egates. During yesterday's 
health debate one woman told 
us that “hospitals are being sold 
... and supermarkets are being 
built in their place”. This is a 
terrifying prospect. Am I going 
to whip down to the Royal Free 
for a consultation on some 


malfunctioning organ, only to 
find myself in the canned fruit 
section of Waitrose? Or was 
there a teeny bit of exaggeration 
going on? 

To recover from this ap- 
palling tale of the Tory present, 
I decided to take a glimpse at 
the Labour future, by attending 
a meeting entitled “New Life for 
Young People", introduced by a 
smart young woman who said 
"Hi there”. The main speaker 
was Mo Mowlam, who told ns 
that Young Labour is about En- 
ergy, Excitement, Confidence 
and CD -Roms. 

And indeed there was the 
New Labour CD -Rom, featnr-' 
mg a digitised Mowlam, who 
was not nearly as attractive as 
the analogne version. StilL the 
ability to conjure up parallel 
Mowlams is a clear victory for 
British ingenuity. Both 
Mowlams were agreed on one 
point: what a pity it was that 


two-and-a-balf million teen- 
agers hadn't gone to the polls 
in 1992. It was terrible! Some- 
thing had to be done. 

Tbe candidate for Sevenoaks, 
a tall 14-year-old dressed in 
clothes so absurdly conven- 
tional that, when I was a stn- 
denL they would have marked 
him out as a leading light in tbe 
Monday Club, or the League of 
Empire Loyalists, wanted to 
know whether there wasn't a 
case for compulsory voting as 
in Australia. 

Mo, to her credit, was not 
keen. She may have noticed that 
Neighbours hardly suggests a 
revolutionary level of political 
consciousness amongst An- 
tipodean youth. And, of course, 
she's right. For many young 
people voting is like cleaning 
their bedrooms. And with the 
polls dosing at 10pm quite a few 
simply don't get up in time. 
ThevTl learn. 


YESTERDAY AT THE CONFEBEWCE 



MAIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 


End NHS internal market 

Return trusts 1 assets to NHS 

Ban on tobacco advertising 

Cut £100m from NHS bureaucracy - 

money to be used to dear ivaifng list .o* 

cancer surgery 

Minimum wage . . 

Windfall tax on utilities la pav for trains 
End to “obscene” executive pay lncroasos 
Rejected renationalisatkm of utilities 


QUOTES OF THE DAY 


-Let us have an end to tWs talk of cSvorco." Diana 
jcuda, chair of the party and USOAW apparatchik . _ 

“John Edmonds of GMB...representing what the Tory 

party called the *dirty ovorafT brigade*** 

“Next week the Tories will be j 

election that matters to them - their coming toadanMp 
election.** Gordon Brown 

«Fof years we have said that no one wttJ believe 
pra-election Tory tax cuts can last. Suddenly Kenneth 
Clarke - new Clarke, new honesty - tails us h* agreos." 

Mr Brown ' 


GOOD DAY.. ...BAD DAY DEVIL OF THE DAY 



Gordon Brown, 

managing to trans- 
late a modernising 
message into the lan- 
guage of Aneurin 
Sevan 


Angela Eagle, 

MP, who^gainst pre- 
dictions. failed to re- 
place Harriet Harman 
on the national exec- 
utive 


Whoever reteased the 
pepper anb-rapo spray 
at a back entrance 
and choked the 
world's press 



THE CROWD PULLERS ON THE FRINGE 


Saroness Castle and Harriet Hannan fn rival 
pensioner rallies. 80 people each. But there were 1 00 
at a Young Labour meeting addressed by MPs Mo 
Mowlam and Judith Church, and 200 at the Coun- 
try Landowners’ Association fringe - an ample free lunch 


SPIN OF THE DAY 


Peter Mandelson, head of election planning, protesting^ 

“I am not a spin doctor. I don't speak to journalists. " 


THE PARTY TO BE SEEN AT 


Young Fabians’ reception with Peter Mandelson, 
Imperial Hotel 

Joint GMB T&G reception sup with the trade union 
barons in the Spanish Hall suite of the Winter Gardens 



SIGHTINGS 


Lord Holliek, media magnate 
Cedric "the pis” Brawn, ex-British Gas chief, 
dining In the super-expensive River House 
Knead Cusack, actress 


RAPTUREMETER 



Gordon Brown 

(shadow chancellor} 

Chris Smith 

(health) 

Margaret Beckett 

(trade and industry) 


1 Min 25secs 

95 decibels 

32 secs 

94 decibels 

49 secs 

94 decibels 


TODAY’S BUSINESS 


Tony Blair delivers leader's speech. Debates on representation of women 
in the party and Europe . . - . 

'. - ■ Compiled bi Stephen Good^m 

Tougher line to be 
taken on Cullen 


COUN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Tony Blair will today harden 
Labour’s policy against hand- 
guns by making it clear he 
would reject the report by Lord 
Cullen into the Dunblane 
killings if it recommends limit- 
ed curbs. 

The party leader will use his 
keynote speech to give a pledge 
that a Labour government wall 
ban all handguns over .22 cali- 
bre sporting weapons from pri- 
vate ownership and gun clubs. 

Lord Cullen has agreed not 
to deliver his report until after 
tbe conference season is over, 
to avoid it becoming a party po- 
litical issue. But there is strong 
speculation that he will recom- 
mend a partial ban. allowing 
clubs to keep high -calibre 
weapons of the type used by 
Thomas Hamilton to kill 16 chil- 
dren and a teacher in Dunblane 
before shooting himself. 

John Major has promised 
legislation in the next Queen's 
Speech, and Tory sources have 
hinted (hat like Mr Blair, he 
might be prepared to go further 
than the Cullen recommenda- 
tions by seeking a total ban on 
the weapons. The Home Sec- 
retary, Michael How ard, is be- 
lieved to be sceptical about 
such a move. Mr Major and Mr 


Blair visited the scene of the 
tragedy together in an uci of 
cross-party solidarity with lhe 
parents of the victims. Mr Blair 
will recall the visit in his speech 
today, but his intervention will 
mark Labour out as the parly 
which is lough on gun laws. 

Jack Straw, the shadow 
Home Secretary, has led the 
way- in warning that Labour 
would ban handguns from pri- 
vate possession, and clubs, if it 
was recommended by Cullen. 
But Mr Blair will go further in 
leaving little doubt that he 
would be prepared to overrule 
the Cullen recommendations, if 
they fail to propose a total ban 
on large magnum guns. 

Politically, Labour believes it 
will also prove a powerful vole 
winner with the public, and 
give a sharp edge to Labour's 
law-and-order policies, in con- 
trast to the Tories who arc di- 
vided over the issue. 

The gun lobby will be in ev- 
idence "next week at the Tory 
party conference, pressing the 
Government not to impose a 
ban on clubs who keep hand- 
guns. 

Lord Cullen is reported to 
have decided to recommend 
banning handguns from pri- 
vate ownership, but to allow 
them to be held by shooting 
clubs. 
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Tougher EU cuts about to bite 


TONY BARBER 
London 
UZ NASH 

Madrid 

European Union governments 
pressed ahead with strict aus- 
terity measures yesterday, de- 
termined to resist increasing 
opposition from their work- 
forces and to fulfil the condi- 
tions for launching a single 
jurrency in 1999. Governments 
in Belgium, France, Germany, 
Italy and Spain have all intro- 
duced, or are about to intro- 
duce, some of the toughest 

r ding cuts in decades in or- 
to reduce their budget 
deficits to the level required to 
participate in European eco- 
nomic and monetary union 
.EMU). 

Spain’s conservative govern- 
ment yesterday presented to 
parliament the most restrictive 
budget since the return of 


Strike protests as wages are frozen ready for single currency 


democracy in 1975. Despite an 
unemployment rate of 22.3 per 
cent, all areas of state spending 
except health, pensions and re- 
gional transfers are to be cut or 
kept at current levels, and the 
wages of millions of state em- 
ployees are being frozen. 

Thousands of public sector 
workers, including those from 
two police unions, whistled and 
chanted slogans outside the 
Economy Ministry in Madrid 
and even tipped a lonyload of 
ice at the ministry's entrance in 
protest The unions plan a na- 
tional “day of action’' on 15 Oc- 
tober and more protests if their 
complaints are not addressed. 

However, the Prime Minister, 
Jose Maria Aznar, insists that 
nothing wiU deflect him from his 
goal of making Spain one of the 
founders of the euro, as the sin- 


gle currency is to be called. He 
suspects that, if Spain is not 
there at the start, it will pay a 
heavy price in terms of eco- 
nomic prosperity and political 
influence in Europe. 

In France, where a big civil 
service strike has been called for 
17 October, tens of thousands 
of teachers stopped work for 
one day yesterday in protest at 
government plans to abolish 
about 2300 jobs in the educa- 
tion system and forced the clo- 
sure of hundreds of schools. 

As in Spain, President 
Jacques Chirac’s Gauilist-led 
government is slashing state 
spending to reduce the French 
budget deficit to 3 per cent of 
Gross Domestic Product in 
1997. This would enable France 
to meet the Maastricht treaty's 
criteria for participating in 


EMU in 1999, but some critics 
say it is too deflationary a pol- 
icy when unemployment is 12.6 
per cent and the economy this 
year is expected barely to grow 
at all. If the government 
achieves its deficit target, it 
will be partly because of unusual 
accounting manoeuvres such 
as the transfer of 373bn francs 
(£4.8bn) to state coffers in re- 
turn for the government’s tak- 
ing over of certain pension 
liabilities from France T616- 
cam. This sum represents about 
0.5 per cent of French GDP 
making it more likely that 
France will be close enough to 
the 3 per cent deficit target to 
qualify for EMU. 

The European Commission 
has signalled it will approve the 
manoeuvre, not least because 
EMU is unthinkable unless 


France takes part Yet it seems 
clear from Italy’s 1997 budget 
that Rome would like to per- 
form satniiar sleights of band in 
order to be in the angle cur- 
rency from the start 

That bothers those central 
bankers and finance ministers 
who oppose the inclusion in 
EMU of countries with a track 
record of currency instability 
and fiscal extravagance. On the 
other band, as the former edi- 
tor of La RepubbBca , Eugenio 
Scalfari, recently noted, the 
political implications of Italy's 
exclusion from the single cur- 
rency could be enormous. 

“It’s clear that, the outcome 
would be catastrophic for Italy," 
he said. Among the possible 
consequences would be the col- 
lapse of the lira, soaring infla- 
tion, and a more concerted 


push by the regionaiist North- 
ern League to force the seces- 
sion of nch northern Italy from 
the poorer south- Italy has so far 

largely escaped the soda] unrest 

evident in other budget-cut- 
ting European countries, but in 
Germany more than 5,000 Mer- 
cedes-Benz workers went on 
strike yesterday in a growing de- 
pute over government cuts in 
sick pay entitlement. The giant 
engineerings workers* union, 1G 
Metall, has called for a full day 
of protest on 24 October. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 
government has already se- 
cured the passage of key parts 
of its 1997 anstenty programme, 
but at foe cost of rising trade 
union discontent. Belgium’s 
Christian Socialist Prime Min- 
ister, Jeaa-Luc Dehaene, has 
gone to the extremes of ac- 
quiring special powers to legis- 
late by decree on the budget so 
that Belgium can join the euro. 


Britain calls 
for pressure 
on Burma 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Britain will today demand the 
iuropean Union takes inter- 
tational action against Bur- 
aa’s military regime, after 
rather arrests ana repressive 
ictics at the weekend which 
hreatened to destroy the coun- 
ty's fragile democracy move- 
ment. The ruling military 
ovemment banned the oppo- 
ition leader and Nobel peace 
roe winner, Aung San Suu Kyi, 
"om giving a speech to a three- 
ay opposition party congress, 
he authorities also cut off ac- 
sss to her Rangoon home and 
nested about 500 people. 

The ElTs “political directors” 
senior foreign ministry officials 
Dm the 15 member countries - 
ill meet today in Brussels. The 
b reign Office declined to say 
'hat precise action the EU 
tight take. “In trade terms we 
oly sell about £15m worth of 
uff to Burma a year,” one For- 
ign Office source said. Instead, 
titain hopes to stimulate further 
ressure from EU members and, 
lore importantly from Burma’s 
.-gionai neighbours. 

Diplomatic sources yesterday 
iid they doubted whether the 
urmese government would de- 
Lin Ms Suu Kyi, who was re- 
■ased from six years of bouse 
nest in July 1995, but would 
y to marginalise her and re- 
lict media coverage. The 
urmese government, run by 
le State Law and Order 
estoration Council (Slorc), 
iid it had detained 109 mem- 
;rs of Ms Suu Kyi’s National 


League of Democracy as part 
of an operation intended to pre- 
vent the party's weekend meet- 
ing from taking place. 

It set up police checkpoints 
on all roads leading to Ms Suu 
Kyfs home in University Av- 
enue, Rangoon, where the 
meeting was due to be held, and 
stopped anyone using the road 
from Friday morning onwards. 
Although the checkpoints were 
due to come down on Sunday, 
they were still there yesterday. 
A number of people heading for 
the meeting, held to celebrate 
the eighth anniversary of the 
NLD’s foundation, were de- 
tained briefly. About 500 NLD 
members have been held since 
Thursday, and a group of for- 
eign journalists were detained 
at their hotel in the street over- 
looking Ms Suu Kyi’s bouse. 

‘The UK believes it will be 
necessary to take further inter- 
national action against the Store. 
We will be proposing possible 
measures to EU partners,” the 
Foreign Office said yesterday. 

“We deplore Store actions 
preventing Aung San Suu Kyi 
from delivering her weekend 
speech. Restrictions on freedom 
of speech and assembly are a 
breach of basic human rights." 

The NLD won a resounding 
victory in the 1990 general elec- 
tion but the ntiHtary government 
never recognised the results. The 
most recent crackdown on the 
opposition took place in May, 
when about 260 activists were ar- 
rested. Most were released but 
a score were convicted and giv- 
en long prison sentences. 



One voice: Several thousand striking teachers marching through Paris yesterday to protest against the 
government’s plans to cut 2,300 jobs. The action closed hundreds of schools across the country Photograph: Reuter 


Swiss vote for 
spotlight on 
war wealth 

Switzerland’s lower house or 
parliament voted yesterday 
for a sweeping historical 
study of Swiss financial deal- 
ings with Nazi Germany and 
the fate of Jewish wealth de- 
posited before, during and 
after the Second World Vl&r. 

The National Council en- 
dorsed a decree put forward 
by the cabinet, sending the 
measure for final approval to 
the upper chamber of parlia- 
ment. The 162-0 vote showed 
support across the political 
spectrum and indicated the 
final approval of the study 
was likely. Reuter- Berne 

Soldier denies 
killing Palme 

A former Rhodeaan special- 
forces soldier named as the 
assassin of the Swedish prime 
minister Olof Palme dis- 
missed the allegation as 
“nebulous and far-fetched”. 

The South African Dirk 
Coetzee, self-confessed 
leader of an apartheid hit 
squad, told Swedish journal- 
ists that he had heard that 
Ant White carried out the 
murder of Palme in Stock- 
holm in 1986. Mr White said, 
in Mozambique, that he was 
not involved, and added that 
he had no idea why Coetzee, 
whom he said he had never 
met, bad spread the allega- 
tions. Reuter -Johannesburg 

Bosnia leaders 
first meeting 

Serb, Croat and Muslim 
members of Bosnia's newly- 
elected collective {Residency 
arrived at the Saraj motel in 
Sarajevo for their first session 
since they were elected earli- 
er this month, officials said. 
Serb leader Momcilo Krajis- 
nik entered the city from the 
Serb's mountain village head- 
quarters of Pale for the firsr 
time since war erupted in 
April 1992. Reuter - Sarajevo 

Killer denies 
massacre 

Amid one of the tight^t se- 
curity operations Australia 
has seen, Maqtin Bryant, the 
-29^rear-old man. charged 
over the world’s biggest mass 
shooting by a tone gunman, 
appeared in court to plead 
not guilty to the murders of 
35 people at Port Arthur, 
Tasmania, last April. 

Bryant appeared in the 
Thsmanian Supreme Court 
surrounded by police and 
separated from the gallery, 
where survivors sat with the 
families of those who died, by 
bullet-proof glass. He will 
stand trial on 19 November. 
Rabat MiBiken - Sydney 


South Kcrean 

trocpsldll 

infiltrator 

South Korean troops have 
killed another North Korean 
infiltrator, bring in g to 22 the . 
number of Pyongyang agents 
shot dead after coming 
ashore from a submarine on 
18 September, tbe defence 
ministry said. 

A spokesman also said that 
a South Korean safafier. 21- 
year-dd sergeant tianT ' 
sung, was gunned down 

colleagues who mistook 

for an infiltrator. Five South- . 
era soldiers and one dvffiaa 
have been kfltod during the 
manhunt for the est ima te d 26 
mtradeis- Ariar- Seoul . 

£84mCork 
cocaine haul 

Gaidai said they had seized 
the largest cocaine haul in 
the history of Ireland over 
the weekend. 

The drugs, with a street 
value of up to £84nu were 
found in a converted Norwe- 
:ftom 


heavy galea in a port fo Cork, 
southern Ireland; the winds 
had forced the Sea Afisr from 
its route between Venezuela 
and northern Europe. Fbur 
people are being held. 
Reuter- Dubfm 


Kenyah death 
dungeons 

Kenya's prisons are among 
the most “cruel, inhuman 
and horrifying in the world", 
according to a report just by 
the Kenya Human Rights 
Commission. 

Describing the country’s 
.jails as “dungeons of death", 
the report, A Death Sentence : 
Prison Conditions in Kenya, 
tells of overcrowded cells in- 
fested with lice, fleas, bed- 
bugs and mosquitoes as well 
as of leaking toofr and . 
cracked floors smeared with 
human waste. Citing former 
inmates, it says the sick, are . 
sometimes drained on hospi- 
tal beds for days with dead 
prisoners beside them. Some 
inmates are said to be forced 
by hunger and lack of water 
into eating their own waste 
and washing in their awn 
urine. Band Orr- Nairobi 

■ i r -■;> 

Sun sets rat 

Madras 

India’s southern slate of 
Tamil Nadu has changed the 
name of its capital city from 
Madras to Chennai with ef- 
fect from yesterday, the Unit- 
ed News of India (UNI) said. 
The dty gave up its name, ac- 
quired during British colonial 
rule, to return to an ancient 
title through a Bill passed by 
the state assembly last 
month. Reuter - New Delhi 


Who speaks for God, deep in the heart of politics? 


ustin — Here in the Bible Belt 
's hard sometimes to tell who 
God. 

for example, last Sun- 


st Church, which seats 3, 
his is a large church, even by 
,‘xas standards, although big- 
:r ones exist in Houston and 
alias. The 150-member choir 
id 30-piece brass and string 
ind roared and rolled through 
vcral hymns, in an dluminat- 
1 pool, below a huge white 
oss. four members of the con- 
egation were baptised by 
iimersion, and the audience 
pplauded each dunk. The Jion- 
aned pastor, Harold O'Ches- 
r, stepped in and out from 
jihind his Plexiglass pulpit, 
[touting and whispering into his 
icrophone, punching die air or 


raising a well-shod foot from the 
floor for emphasis. Four video 
cameras whirred away. 

Before the sermon, the pas- 
tor introduced a visitor. “It’s 
election time," he began, pick- 
ing his words carefully. “Our 
church cannot endorse a can- 
didate for office, but I'd like to 
introduce one." Teresa Doggett, 
Republican candidate for Con- 
gress, and her husband, stood 
and were applauded. 

The Rev O’Chesterwas care- 
ful to avoid partisan politicking 
because his church, for tax pur- 
poses, is non-profit As such, it 
can legally educate voters, but 
cannot co-ordinate that activity 
with the campaigns of specific 
candidates. This is a touchy 
point because Great HilJs 
Church in the past has distrib- 



Elaine Davenport 

charts her state's 
progress during 
the run-up to the 
US elections 


uted voter guides prepared 
by the Christian Coalition, a 
national group of religious con- 
servatives founded by the evan- 
gelist Pat Robertson. On 30 Jufy, 


the bipartisan Federal Elec- 
tion Commission sued the 
Christian Coalition fra violating 
federal election rules, accusing 
it of illegally using voter guides, 
mailings and telephone banks 
to back Republican candidates 
in 1990, 1992 and 1994. 

This year, Jeff Fisher, exec- 
utive director of tbe Texas 
Christian Coalition, says his 
group will go ahead with the 
planned distribution through 
3500 churches of four million 
voter guides for the 5 Novem- 
ber general election, despite the 
federal lawsuit 

Perhaps it is Mr Fisher who 
is speakingfbr God, or perhaps 
it is the 300 moderate Protest- 
ant Jewish and Catholic clergy 
and citizens who met in Austin 
last weekend to counter the con- 


servative tide. They called on re- 
ligious leaders throughout tbe 
state to block the Christian 
Coalition from using their 
churches for partisan politics. 

The moderate clergy say they 
have spent too much of the 
1990s sitting on their bands 
while their conservative coun- 
terparts organised a formidable 
grass-roots political movement. 
They do not want to silence the. 
Christian Coalition, they say, but 
to imitate its organisational 
prowess to spread their own 
message that religious ethics 
and compassion should influ- 
ence, but not control, political 
issues. T am a Christian and the 
Christian Coalition does not 
represent me or my congrega- 
tion or the God we worship,” 
said Bobbi Kaye Jones, associ- 


ate pastor of the Hist United 
Methodist Church in Austin. 

These politically minded 
religious group are making 
Texas a prune battleground in 
the heated debate over public 
educatiou. Nationally, there is 
discussion of eliminating the 
Department of Education, in 
order to put all derisions about 
schools squarely in local hands. 
In Tfexas, the 15 members of the 
State Board of Education - 
which approves textbooks and 
works with the legislature to set 
school policy - face a tumalt- 
uoas few years of high-visibility, 
partisan politics. Eight of the 15 
unpaid places on the Board are 
up for grabs on 5 November. 

The issues they will confront 
include school prayer; whether 
to use public tax dollars to pay 


for private academies and reli- 
gious schools through vouchers; 
sex education; bilingual educa- 
tion; parental rights; multicul- 
tural education; and, evolution 
versus creationism as science - 
all meaty matters which would 
tax the wisdom of Solomon. 

In 1993-94, there were at- 
tempts in 16 Texas school dis- 
tricts to censor books, according 
to People for the American 
Way, a national group which 
collects information on cen- 
sorship and on leaders and 
groups who represent the relt 
gious right A well-known case 
of so-called “stealth" candi- 
dates taking over a local school 
board occurred in Round Rode, 
15 miles north of Austin. Stealth 
candidates are so named be- 
cause they do not~reveal their 


political affiliation until after an 
election. 

Conservatives pined con- 
trol of the Round Rock school 
board in 1993 and fired the su 7 
perintendent during their at- 
tempt to censor books and 
change long-standing policies. 
By 1995, the board was back in 
tbe hands of moderates such as 
Cindy Rose, who had become 
an activist “Ws woke up and re- 
alised we had been btindstded,” 
she said. M AQ they needed to take 
over ...were the votes from two 
local conservative churches." 

Whoever is speaking for God 
these days, religion and politics 
in Tfexas seem to be bedding 
down together in a way that has 
the old theory of separation of 
church and state looking for 
new guidelines. 
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Mandela turns on hostile media 


MARY BRAID 

Johannesburg 

In the end, months of grass- 
roots rallies did not save him. 
Bantu Holomisa, a former 
ANC deputy minister, was yes- 
terday expelled try his party af- 
ter accusing senior members, 
including President Nelson 
Mandela and Deputy Presi- 
dent Thabo Mbeki, of accept- 
ing favours and political 
donations from the casino mag- 
nate Sol Kerzner. 

President Mandela headed 
the 70-strong committee which 
showed the door to Mr Holo- 
misa, who topped party elec- 
tions in 1994. Mr Holomisa’s 
original sin was that in a testi- 
mony to the Truth and Recon- 
ciliation Commission (TRC), be 
mentioned that the public en- 
terprises minister, Stella Sigcau, 
had received a 50,000 rand cut 
in a Kerzner bribe. 


Ms Sigcau has never denied 
iL But the ANC was furious with 
Holomisa for breaking ranks. 
When he refused to apologise 
to Ms Sigcau, President Man- 
dela dismissed him as a tourism 
minister, despite the TRC’s 
complaints that this would un- 
dermined its credibility. 

Mr Holomisa's allegations 
concerning ANC corruption 
grew, until he eventually 
daimed that President Mandela 
himself bad discussed with him 
accepting a 2 million-rand par- 
ty donation from Mr Kerzner in 
return for dropping bribery 
charges against him. 

For many in the media, the 
Holomisa case is another sign 
that the ANC cannot handle dis- 
sent and that its president is 
more autocratic than his cuddly 
international image would sug- 
gest. This weekend President 
Mandela made the latest in a se- 
ries of attacks on journalists. His 


target was senior black jour- 
nalists, but a few weeks ago he 
accused the media of racism, 
ever its legitimate pursuit of a 
minister who wasted 10 million 
rand of Aids funding on an ed- 
ucational play. 

“The current trend is very 
worrying," said Khulii Sibfya, 
editor of City Press , yesterday. 
“The handling of recent polit- 
ical controversies and the hos- 
tility to the press do not augur 
welL" Last week the President 
summoned him to ANC head- 
quarters for a dressing down 
about an editorial which criti- 
cised the President’s “unnec- 
essary" interference in the 
controversial selection of a new 
chief justice. 

“1 have never seen him so fu- 
rious," said Mr Sibfya, who has 
also criticised the ANC handling 
of Holomisa and the Aidsscan- 
dalMr Sibfya says the ANC is 
ignoring the fact that most City 


Press’s stories are positive to- 
wards the ANC 
The difficulty of meeting the 


may help explain President 
Mandela’s hostility to the press 
and his intolerance' towards 
Arose who break party ranks. At 
the weekend he warned brack 
journalists who criticised the 
g over nm ent for falling to im- 
prove social conditions while fo- 
cussing too hard on racial 
reconciliation, that they failed 
to appreciate what had hap- 
pened in the country. They 
were wrong to think that 
“whites were lying on their 
stomachs begging for mercy”: 
they still had to be prevented 
from running into the aims of 
the right wing. 

The President warned there 
were still problems which could 
lead to a blood bath in South 
Africa if they were not handled 
with care. • 
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Middle East showdown: White House firm in face of Arab leaders' request to delay talks 


US steps up 

pressure for 
crisis summit 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

Jerusalem 

Dismissing Arab demands for a 
postponement, the United 
States yesterday pressed ahead 
with plans to convene an emer- 
gency Middle East summit to try 
to restore peace between Israel 
and the Palestinians. Mike Mc- 
Curry, the White House 

spokesman, said; “We eroect the 

meeting that the President an- 
nounced yesterday to proceed” 

Earlier, Yasser Arafat, the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion chairman, and President 
Hosni Mubarak of Egypt, 
President Bill Clinton to post- 
pone the summit set for 
tomorrow in Washington. 
Binyamin Netanyahu, the Israeli 
Prime Minister, and King Hus- 
sein of Jordan have already left 
for the US. Later, after Amer- 
ican officials said there was no 
question of delaying the sum- 
mit, Palestinian officials said that 
Mr Arafat would go to Wbsb- 
ingtin in any case. US officials 
said last night President 
Mubarak would not be coming. 

The request for a delay came 
because both Mr Arafat and 
President Mubarak said they 
wanted assurances that the sum- 
mit would produce something. 
Mr Netanyahu has said hewm 
not discuss the closure of the 
tunnel in the old city of 
Jerusalem, which sparked off the 
fighting last week in which 59 
Palestinians and 14 Israelis died. 

Both the US and the Pales- 
tinians say they want a date for 
the Israeli redeployment from 
Hebron, now under heavy cur- 
few. which Mr Netanyahu has 
long delayed. Mr Arafat wifi first 
go first to Luxembourg for a 
meeting with European Union 
foreign ministers before con- 
tinuing to Washington. 

Mr Netanyahu, on his way to 


the US, called for non-stop ne- 
gotiations with the Palestinians 
on withdrawal from Hebron. 
The offer is likely to be treat- 
ed with suspicion by the Pales- 
tinians because the te rms of an 
Israeli redeployment were 
signed last year; they want the 
accord carried out as agreed. 

Asked if Mr Clinton had any 
commitments that the Wash- 
ington meeting would produce 
substantive results, Mr Mc- 



Refusal: Hosni Mubarak is 
not to attend the summit 

Quay said: “These talks are oc- 
curring without preconditions. 
But based on the President's 
conversations yesterday, he 
hopes and expects the leaders 
to arrive in a frame of mind to 
make progress on the issues Ihaf 
divide them.” Five weeks before 
the presidential election, Mr 
Clinton will be eager to avoid 
anything which looks like a 
diplomatic failure, bnt he will 
also not want to alienate Jew- 
ish American voters by putting 
pressure on Mr Netanyahu. 

Earlier, an all-night meeting 
between Israeli, Palestinian, US 
and UN officials failed to pro- 
duce any agreement on what 
would be on the agenda in 
Washington. Marwan Kanafani, 


the Palestinian spokesman, said; 
“The idea was to agree on most 
everything here before going to 

W&sfain g t on ,bntnoco n cfaB a ig 
were reached." He said the 
meeting betweenAbu Mazen for 
the PLO, Dose Gold far Mr Ne- 
tanyahu, and Martin lndyk, the 
US ambassador, was a failure. 

Mr Kanafani said: “The Is- 
raelis refused to agree on any 
political issues. They wanted to 
discuss security issues. They are 
not serious and Arafat does not 
want to meet Netanyahu just for 
the sake of meeting him." 

Meanwhile, Israeli comman- 
ders in the Gaza Strip were 
quoted as saying yesterday that 
indiscriminate shooting by Jew- 
ish settlers and Israeli soldiers 
Ignited the bloodiest day of 
dashes in the strip last week. 
At least 21 people were killed 
and 350 wounded. Hie daily 
Haaretz said that during a tour 
of the Gaza settlements on Sun- 
day, General Ariel Sharon, the 
Israeli Infrastructure Minister, 
was told by army commanders 
that shooting by settlers and Is- 
raeli soldiers had set events 
spinning out of controL 

The commander of the Kfar 
Darom sector, lieutenant Col- 
onel Avi, told General Sharon: 
“An assembly began and stone- 
throwing, and there was a 
demonstration and attempts to 
it by Assaf [the Israeli 
r in charge] and also by the 
Palestinian police. The demon- 
strators got too dose to the [set- 
tlement's] fence and shots were 
fired in the air. That pretty 
moch set the sector on fire.” 

The newspaper quoted 
Brigadier General Yitzhak Ei- 
tan as adding: “Hus place is 
what set the whole strip on fire 
in the morning." Mr Netanyahu 
has accused Mr Arafat and the 
Palestinian police of opening 
fire first " 



Ancient pathway: An orthodox Jewish family make their way through the disputed 
archeological tunnel recently reopened in the old city of Jerusalem Photograph: AP 



SARAH HELM 

BRUSSELS. 

Might the Europeans now step 
forward to save the Oslo ac- 
cords? Might the Europeans, at 
last, seize the initiative from 
fumbling Washington, and at- 
tempt to steer the Middle East 
back on to the path' of reason? 

Last night Yasser Arafat flew 
into Luxembourg to find out. In 
a surprise move, the European 
foreign ministers invited him for 
emergency talks on the eve of 
the proposed Middle East sum- 
mit in Washington. 

Fbr Mr Ararat the purpose of 
the meeting was dear. Both the 
Europeans and the US are “bro- 
kers’ in the peace process. Bro- 
kers are expected to use 
influence to ensure the peace- 
making parties keep to their 
agTwme nL Since the eruption of 
violence last week, it must now 
be clearer than ever to Mr 
Arafat that the US can no longer 
be deemed an “honest broker . 



Israel’s breaches of both the 
spirit and wfrrd of the Oslo ac- 
cords are plain for all to see, yet 
. Bill Cfintcm shows no sign of wifl- 
ingness to pressure Mr Ne- 
tanyahu. Jta the run-up jo the 


: his tune. Mr 
Arafat came to Luxembourg, 
therefore, to try to persuade the 
Europeans to do vrtiat Mr din- 
ton refuses to do -tbstand up 
to the Israeli Prime Minister. 

The Europeans have poten- 
tially a large degree of influence 


over the Israeli government 
and there are many levers the 
EU could pull, should they so 
wish. For the EU, the benefits 
of active intervention in the 
Middle East peace process 
might seem self-evident, with 
stability on Europe’s Medfter- 
. ran can ringof paramount im- 
portance. The EU last year 
signed a far-reacting trade as- 
sociation deal with Israel, of- 
fering wide access to EU 
markets and EU funding for re- 
search and development. Israel 


greatly values its im ag e in Eu- 
rope and Europe js itSrbiggest 
trading partner. Undeztbe pre- 
vious Labour government of 
Yitzak Rabin, Israeli officials 
spake in stanycyed terms of Is- 
rael’s future as “European" 
rather than Middle Eastern. 

Many in the Labour foreign 
ministry even spoke of the day 
when Israel might join the EU. 
While the Likud government 
may be Jess enamoured of its 
European neighbours, even Mr 
Netanyahu understands the 
enormous value of Israel's ties 
with the Europeans. 

Despite such influence, how- 
ever, European political lead- 
ers rarely speak on matters 
concerning Israel without con- 
sulting Washington. For the 
Europeans, even the purpose of 
last night's meeting with Mr 
Arafat was distinctly unclear. 

At first it appeared that the 
EU invitation was issued to 
Mr Arafat largely out of pique, 
because no European leader 


had been invited to the planned 
Washington suxnmiL 
Hie so-called “troika” of Eu- 
ropean foreign ministers, Lam- 
berto Dini of Italy, Dick Spring 
of Ireland and Hans van Mier- 
lo of the Netherlands, appeared 
to have nothing of substance to 
offer Mr Arafat other than the 
familiar rocantations of support 
for the peace process. Given the 
difficulties that the 15 always 
have in reaching agreement on 
sensitive questions of diploma- 
cy, it has often been easier for 
the EU to pass the Middle 
East buck to the US. Occa- 
sionally, the Europeans have 
tried to take a clear political 
stance, but usually the member 
states end up squabbling. For 
example, the troika is current- 
ly debating whether to visit the 
Palestinian leadership in Orient 
House, in Arab E3SI Jerusalem 
next month. Orient House is the 
symbolic Palestinian “govern- 
ment” building in which Israel 
is trying to close down. 


The European's have, 
throughout the peace process, 
tried to salve their consciences 
over the Middle East by digging 
deep into their pockets rather 
than raising their heads above 
the political parapet The Eu- 
ropeans are the biggest aid 
donors to the Palestinians. In 
15>93 the EU promised 50 mil- 
lion Ecu to the Palestinian au- 
thority each year for four years. 
It was the Europeans who large- 
ly financed and arranged the 
Palestinian elections last year. 

The best Mr Arafat can hope 
for from the European “bro- 
kers” is probably statements of 
good intent and further promis- 
es of aid. On Tuesday, EU for- 
eign ministers will agree a 
mandate fora trade and co-op- 
eration agreement with the 
Palestinians. Such a deal, how- 
ever, fells well short of what Mr 
Arafat came to ask for. He 
needs the Europeans to use 
their muscle to force Mr Ne- 
tanyahu to move, and soon. 
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Clinton risks exposing 
limits of his influence 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

It is a summit on which the fu- 
ture of what is still referred to 
as the Middle Ea st^ ^eace 

hours'* before its advertised 
opening, no one was quite sure 
who would attend, how long it 
would last, how the talks will be 
arranged, what topics they 
would deal with; even whether 
the two protagonists would ac- 
tually meet face to face. 

Such was the situation here 
on the eve of the most vital 
peace-making initiative of the 
Clinton Presidency, forced 
upon him in the midst of a pres- 
idential election campaign, just 
as he. was about to prepare for 
an important televised debate 
with his Republican opponent, 
Bob Dole, hi feet the two events 
- the desperate, improvised 
bid for a trace between Israelis 
and Palestinians and the chore- 
ographed debate over whose 
fonnat. negotiators jockeyed 
for weeks - have become inex- 
tricably entwined. 

This was supposed to have 
been a quiet week by Bill din- 
ton’s hectic standards; a little 
campaigning, signature of 
wnrfing Bills for the fiscal year 
1997 and then, on Thursday, a 
three-day retreat to ready him- 


self for the confrontation with 
Mr Dole. Those plans now hang 
by a thread Dismissing with 
most undiplomatic brusqueness 
Yasser Arafat’s request for a 
postponement, the White House 
insisted the summit would be 
held today and \*fednesdoy. “We 
expect the meeting to proceed 
as the President announced," his 
spokesman. Mike McCurry, 
said. 

What Mr McCuny did not 
dwell on were Mr Clinton's 
plans should the discussions 
get bogged down, or if US me- 
diation at the highest levels 
proves the only means of mov- 
ing them forward- Would he de- 
part none the less with his 
debate briefing books, even at 
the risk of a spectacular foreign 
policy failure that could place 
him on the defensive with Mr 
Dole? The answer is, surely not 

Be ft domestic or foreign af- 
fairs, no one calculates the po- 
litical consequences of a given 
move more carefully than Mr 
Clinton. Yet in this instance he 
had little choke. In his own 
words on Sunday, the violence 
in Israel was “spinning out of 
control'’, threatening not mere- 
ly to set back, but to destroy the 
entire “peace process” pursued 
since 1991 by a Republican and 
a Democratic president alike. 
Virtually ignored during the 


first days of the criss, the US bod 
to ad, whatever the risks, to pre- 
serve its own credibility. 

And these risks are not neg- 
ligible. Tbe conventional wis- 
dom is that the President has 
little to lose: a successful out- 
come would be a colossal boon 
to his campaign, projecting him 
as a president using the weight 
of his office, dispelling some 
fresh doubts over his compe- 
tence in foreign policy. Even 
breakdown need not be disas- 
trous: the American electorate 
have watched enough presi- 
dents grapple with the Middle 
East to understand that even a 
combination of Bismark. 
Machiavelli and Marcus Aure- 
lius would find the problem 
intractable. Like his predeces- 
sors. Mr Clinton will be judged 
to have done his best. 

The real danger lies in the US 
being snubbed, or being shown 
to have no influence on pro- 
ceeding Hence its bJuntness as 
Mr Arafat hesitated. Hence too 
the ill-concealed disappoint- 
ment that Egypt’s President 
Hosni Mubarak will not be com- 
ing, feHn^ai^ guarantee that Is- 
rael would take any serious step 
towards the Palestinians, cither 
on the archaeological tunnel by 
the ai-Aqsa mosque, or on tbe 
wider issue of implementing the 
Oslo peace accords. 
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Tang Yuanjuan, a worker, was arrested in June 
1989. for organising peaceful demonstrations. 

He was sentenced to twenty years 
in prison. 

In May 1991, Tang was severely 
beaten because he refused to 
acknowledge that he was a ‘criminal'. 

He was taken to a ‘correction unit where 
prison guards inflicted the tortures listed above. 
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Crists in Afghanistan: Fundamentalist militia could bring stability to the region and open up trade routes tor Pakistan 




Taliban’s advance 


Hold up: A Red Cross convoy wafts at Ibrkham to cross from Pakistan into Afghanistan with food aid Photograph: Reuters 


RAYMOND WHITAKER 
and TIM MCGIRK 

Benazir Bhutto denied yester- 
day that her government bad 
helped the TUiban mifitia to 
seize control of neighbouring 
Afgh anistan, and said she 
“hoped to exercise a moderat- 
ing influence" cm the funda- 
mentalist nxivement. which has 

imposed sharia (strict Muslim 
law) and forced womoi into pur- 
dah. But, the Pakistani Pome 
Minister said, “if a gov e r n ment 
emerges in Afghanistan, we 
have to work with it”. 

“When the Thliban closes 
girls' schools, I am unhappy,” 
Ms Bhutto said at a lecture in 
London. *This was conveyed to 
them, and I was told some of the 
schools had reopened." Al- 
though Pakistan recognised the 


movement as the new Afghan 
government barely a day after 
it captured the capital, Kabul, 
last week, she insisted her gov- 
ernment had remained neu- 
tral, and was still waiting to see 

■whether tire Theban. co u ld assert 
control over the whole country. 

Ms Bhutto, who has power- 
ful opposition from fundamen- 
talists at home, admitted that 
the Thliban was a “militant" or- 
ganisation whose effect on 
women and on the more liber- 
al atmosphere in Pakistan 
would have to be considered. 
“We will find out whether it is 
a tribal movement, or whether 
it is an expression of people's 
desire for peace,” she said. 
“We have to let Afghans de- 
termine their own future, 
whether iris good, bad or ugly." 

The Pakistani government. 
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she said, had wanted a peace 
brokered by the United Nations 
and the West, but international 
at tentio n had been diverted by 
other conflicts, leaving a vacu- 
um which the Taliban had 
fined. “Let us now see if they 

^foeiisffone since 1979.” 

Pakistan has long wanted to 
open trade routes across 
Afghanistan to the developing 
economies of central Aria, and 
suspicions remain that Islam- 
abad’s Inter Services Intelli- 
gence organisation, which 
frequently operates outside 
civilian control, backed the Tal- 
iban. Ms Bhutto said there 
would be economic benefits if 


Ull/lUl LU UtoV 

In many ways, the Taliban 
might be more acceptable to Is- 
lamabad and even to Washing- 
ton than they are to the majority 
of Afghans. With unseemly 
hadw t h e CEnton administra tion 
has also given support, even as 
the corpse of former dictator, 
Najibullah - supposedly under 
UN protection -was still dan- 
gling from a Kabul lamppost 
Diplomats in Islamabad and 
New Deftri said that foe Amer- 
icans are not displeased by the 
Taliban conquest of Kabul, de- 
spite foe refusal of foe militia's 
ruling six-man council to behave 

according to foe minimum ac- 
ceptable norms on human rights. 


Washington views the Thfiban 
as useful in preventing the 
d of Islamic revolution 

neighbouring Iran, since 

Kabul’s new lords belong to foe 


Sunni sect and consider tbeShia 
of Iran to be little better than 
heretics. Washington also looks 
upon the Thliban as useful al- 
lies in the international war 
against drugs. 

The Clinton administration is 
ato> counting on the 20,000- 
strong ThGban militia to deal 
harshly with foe various Islam- 
ic revolutionaries and terrorists, 
from foe Middle East, foe Gulf 
and even Chechnya, who have 
been wring Afghanistan as a 
sanctuary and arms bazaar. 

Yet foe Thliban may prove to 
be dangerous partners for foe 
West and for Pakistan. Instead 
of containing Iran's thrust into 
South and Central Aria, the Thl- 
jban’s extremism may provoke 

in Kabuf and central Afghan- 
istan, and Iran is worried that 
these Shis might foil under foe 
Thliban's persecution. If this 
happens, Iranian forces might 
be drawn militarily into 
Afghanistan. Pakistan,., whid] 
supports foe Thliban, might 
then spring into the fray. 

Several opium lords were 
executed by the Taliba n , but 
drug enforcement experts dans 
that last year Afghanistan flood- 
ed foe European, US and East- 
ern markets with over $75bn 

R ot heroin. Much of 
ypy was harvested in 
fields' under the Taliban’s sup- 
posed commai d, 

TheTMiban believe in wield- 
ing the sword - or Stinger mis- 
sile -in Allah’s name. India is 
worried that foe Thliban ought 
soon export its holy warriors 
into - ' 


Defeated army 
pursued into 
the mountains 


ALISIAIR LYON 

Reuter 


Kabul -Afghanistan^ I s l a m ic. 
Taliban militia swept north- 
ward in relentless pursuit of the 
country’s former government 
forces yesterday, claiming vic- 
tory over key towns and a 
province north of foe capital 
KabuL The Thlxban now control 
threequarters of foe country. 

Thhoan fighters said they had 
bottled up foe former defence 
minister, Ahmad Shah Ma- 
sood, in his Paojsher valley 
stronghold following a two- 
pronged advance overnight. 
The militia was halted at the vil- 
lage of Golbahax at the mouth 
of the narrow gorge leading into 
Panjsher, fighters said. They 
were awaiting orders on 
whether to assault foe valley - 
one of the few areas still under 
foe control of the government. 

A second prong pushed north 
from Jabal os-Siraj, up the 
Salang highway that runs 
north from Kabul into central 
Asia, where they confronted 
the northern warlord, Abdul 
Rashid Dostum. General Dos- 
tum has moved significant 
forces into the area north of the 
Salang tunnel, which crosses foe 
Hindu Kish mountain range. 

The ThHban were reported to 
have asked the forces of Gen- 
eral Dostum to allow their fight- 
ers passage into the north, but 
foe demand was said to have 
been rejected. It was not im- 
mediately dear whether the 
Thliban wanted the passage 

through the Salang Highway tn 
attack some northern provinces 
still held by forces loyal to the 
ousted president, B urban ud- 
din Rabbani, or wanted to 
capture Dostum’s territory. 


Dostum has so far stayed away 
from the fighting between Thl- 
iban and foe former Kabul gov- 
ernment, which, he also 
opposed. .... 

Taliban sources said that 
Kapisa province to the east of 
Golbaharand its capital Mah- 
mud-i-Raqi had also fallen to 
foe militia yesterday. Moham- 
mad Gul, deputy Taliban com- 
mander of a military barracks 
near Kabul, said: “We intend 
to capture all the former 
government areas, including 
foe Salang tunnel and foe Pan- 
jsher," he said. 

It was not immediately dear 
bow easy it would be fortheThl- 
iban to capture the valley, held 
by Masood’s men throughout 
foe 1980s against several major 
assaults by Soviet troops bank- 
ing Kabul's then-communist 
government The speed of his 
retreat - from Kabul to the val- 
ley in just three days - seemed 
to have dismayed the Thjik peo- 
ple he leads. “We just don't 
know what’s happening. We 
don’t know whether Masood 
has a plan or is just running," 
said one ethnic Thjik shop- 
keeper in Golbahar. 
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Chancellor’s memoirs: He thanks Gorbachev, but says British PM's prejudices made her an obstruction to German unity 

Don’t mention the 
war to Thatcher 


Kohl kept 
the peace 
while Wall 
tumbled 


IMRE KARACS 

Bonn 

On 9 November 1989 Helmut 
Kohl was visiting Poland when 
he received an agitated tele' 
phone cafl from one of bis 
aides m Bonn. “Herr Chancel- 
lor, the Wfcll is falling at thjsveiy 
moment," stammered Eduard 
Ackermann, at the other end of 
the line. “Are you sure, Acker- 
mann?” asked the Chancellor. 

It was an uncharacteristic 
chink in Mr Kohl’s armoury of 
supreme self-confidence. Had 
he not told Mikhail Gorbachev 
four months earlier that the tide 
of German unity, like the 
Rhine, could not be dammed? 
In a book due to be launched 
today, Mr Kohl seeks to demon- 
strate that he not only knew the 
two Germanys would unite in 
his lifetime, but carried the 
project through almost single- 
handedJy, with a little help 
from the Soviet leader. 

Never mind the millions of 
East Europeans who had risen 
against Communist rule 
throughout the Soviet block. 
The Wall, it seems, tumbled be- 
fore the Chancellor's will 
power. “I wanted German uni- 
ty,” proclaims the title of Mr 
Kohl's memoirs. Ergo, Ger- 
man unity happened. 

The Chancellor, who cele- 
brates 14 years in office today, 
often refers to the unification as 
his greatest achievement, to be 
surpassed only by the umficaaoii 
of Europe’s currencies in 1999. 
Historians credit him with recog- 
nising the opportunity and 
grasping it with both hands, but 
according to these recollections 
he should also be thanked for 
stopping the Russians shooting 
at East Germans. 

After the momentous news 
reached him, Mr Kohl inter- 
rupted his Fblish visit and made 
haste for East Germany. Under 
a post-war treaty, his Luftwaffe 
jet was banned from the Berlin 
skies, so he flew to Hamburg 
over Swedish airspace, trans- 
ferred to a military plane rustled 

up by the United States embassy 
in Bonn, and headed east. 

In West Berlin, he was met by 
jeering left-wing crowds, who 
greeted his every word delivered 
from the balcony at Scbfinebeig 
town hall with whistles. As he 
was trying to pacify the mob, 
Moscow was receiving alarming 
news about the dramatic events 
unfolding in the city. -Mr Gor- 
bachev bad managed to reach a 
member of the Chancellor’s 
entourage by telephone. 

“Gorbachev wanted to know 
if it was true that things in Be din 
were getting completely out of 
hand, Mr Kohl writes, ac- 
cording to extracts published by 
Der Spiegel magazine. “Was it 
true that outraged masses were 
storming Soviet military 
facilities?'’ 

Mr Kohl says he later dis- 


covered the Soviet leader had 


own people and the East Ger- 
man security service. “Oppo- 
nents of reform in the KGB and 
the Stasi wanted to provoke a 
military intervention by the So- 
viet troops stationed in East 
Germany," he explains. 

But the Chancellor dared 
not go to the phone and leave 
the balcony, so he asked an aide 
to relay his assurance to the 
Kremlin that Berlin was not on 
the verge of an insurrection. Mr 
Gorbachev believed him and a 
bloodbath was averted, “lb this 
day I am very grateful to Gor- 
bachev for not listening to the 
agitators," Mr Kohl writes. "As 
Mikhail Gorbachev told me 
later, he had then sent an un- 
mistakable signal to the East 
Beriin authorities that, unlike on 
17 June 1953, the Soviet 
Union’s tanks would not be 
intervenin g- " 

In fact, the border had only 
been open for one day, and East 
Germans were far too busy 
sampling the delights of West 
Berlin’s department stores to 
worry about the Soviet bases. 
And the East German leader- 
ship very quickly understood 
whose orders they would have 
to follow. 

The following day, 11 No- 
vember, Mr Kohl bad his first 
telephone conversation with 
Egon Krenz, the new and soon 
to be ex-leader of the German 
Democratic Republic. Mr 
Krenz tried to extract a pledge 
that German reunification 
would not be on the agenda, bat 
his Western counterpart flatly 
refused: “On this question I al- 
ready had ... an entirely dif- 
ferent opinion," he writes. 

The implications sank in im- 
mediately. Mr Krenz asked 
sheepishly how the East Goman 
media ought to describe their 
discussion- “Just tell them that 
we have held an intensive dis- 
cussion, 7 ’ Mr Kohl suggested. 
“Krenz repeated it in military 
style: ‘an intensive discussion’.” 

The plan to annex East Ger- 
many was hatched by Mr Kohl’s 
kitchen cabinet The East Ger- 
man Prime Minister, Hans 
Modrow; had produced a blue- 
print for a “confederation”, an 
idea the ChanceDorwas not pre- 
pared to tolerate. Others mogfat 
want to consult thezr govern- 
ments, even their legislature s, 
about such an important mat- 
ter, but not Mr KobL 

On Saturday, 25 November, 

. he travelled to his house in Lud- 
wigshafen, gathered two friends 
around (heutchen table, made 
“a couple of caDs" to an MR and 
came np with the “10 Points for 
Germany", the document de- 
tailing re-unification step by- 
stgj.ButitwasnotalltheChan- 
celloi’s doing. His memoirs re- 
veal that toe actual words were 
jotted down by his wife, Han- 
nelore Kohl. 
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The enemy without; Kohl and Thatcher. She was his toughest opponent on unification Photograph: Steve Morgan 


Bonn — The Berlin Wall was 
collapsing, communism was in 
retreat, hut there was one per- 
son determined to keep the 
most vivid emblem of ihe Cold 
War alive, writes Imre Karacs. 
Margaret Thatcher was the 
toughest opponent of unifica- 
tion, Chancellor Kohl reveals. 

According to his book, the 
crunch came at toe European 
Union summit in Strasbourg on 
S December 1989. Germany's 
leader had high hopes of per- 
suading the Russians to consign 
East Germany to the dustbin of 
history, and had travelled to 
Strasbourg expecting a round of 
applause for his feat. 

What he got was a great 
deal of embarrassed silence, 
some mild expressions of con- 
cern and, particularly from one 
quarter, outright opposition. 
While nobody mentioned the 
war. it was very clearly on the 
participants' mind. 

“The strongest reservations 
came from Number 10 Down- 
ing Sir ecu" Mr Kohl writes, ac- 


cording to extracts published by 
toe magazine Der Spiegel. The 
Chancellor had already been at 
the receiving end of the famous 
handbag many limes, so lie had 
learnt to treat Mrs Thatcher 
with “respect and sympathy”, 
hut there was no getting away 
from what can only be de- 
scribed as a “clash of cultures" 

“On many questions of fact, 
of course, my opinion was com- 
pletely different from hers," 
he writes. “Like many of her 
generation, she was deeply dis- 
trustful of Germans, and 1 con- 
stantly tried to see things from 
her viewpoint. She did not want 
to take on board that Ger- 
many, at the end of a century 
of defeats in two world wars, 
should appear to be the big 
winner." 

Mr Kohl also encountered 
hostility in Paris, but in defer- 
ence to his deceased friend. 
Francois Mitterrand, the 
French Prcridcnt in 1989. Chan- 
cellor Kohl attributes this to the 
French press. 
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Professor Sir Greoffrey Wilkinson 


The Nobel Laureate Sir Geof- 
frey Wilkinson’s scientific work; 
spanned 55 years and covered 
many aspects, but he will be 
remembered chiefly for his 
outstanding contributions to 
organometallic chemistry - the 
study of compounds which con- 
tain direct metal-carbon bonds. 

Many of these compounds are 
of industrial use as catalysts - 
substances which make chem- 
ical reactions occur faster with- 
out themselves being consumed 
— and the subject of catalyss was 
one in particular to which 
Wilkinson made remarkable 
and innovative contributions. 

At Imperial College Lon- 
don, where he was Professor of 
Inorganic Chemistry from 1956 
to 1978 (and then Sir Edward 
Frankland Professor, 1978-88), 
the spirit in his research group 
was more like that of an urgent 
gold-rush in the West than 
the scholarly and disciplined 
calm expected in academia. 
Many mistakes were made, ex- 
plosions occurred, and fires 
consumed. 

Indeed, the present Presi- 
dent of the Royal Society of 
Chemistry, Professor Eddie 
Abel, blew off the door of Wil- 
kinson's office, and of every 
window’ in the block. Wilkinson 
was lecturing at the time, rushed 
back and set about a desperate 
search for the dispersed manu- 
script of the near-complete draft 
of the first edition of his famous 
book (with F. A. Cotton) Ad- 
vanced Inorganic Chemistry: a 
comprehensive text (1962). 


He was educated at Tod- 
morden Secondary School; Sir 
John Cockroft, a Nobel Laure- 
ate in Physics (1951), had ear- 
lier been a pupil there, making 
it almost certainly the only 
school in the world to have 
educated two Nobel prizewin- 
ners. In 1939, he was awarded 
a Royal Scholarship to Imper- 
ial College, where he read 
Chemistry and was awarded 
the top first class honours BSc 
in 1941. His subsequent PhD 
studies at the college were su- 
pervised by Professor HLVA. 
Briscoe, but in January 1943 he 
was recruited, together with 
other outstanding young scien- 
tists, by the Government to 
work on the atomic bomb pro- 
ject at Montreal and then at 
Chalk River, Canada, until 1946. 

He then went to work with 
Professor Glenn Seaboig on nu- 
clear taxonomy at Berkeley, 
where he discovered more iso- 
topes than anyone before or 
since. In 1950i he joined the 
staff at the Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology and then, 
in September 1951, became 
Assistant Professor at Harvard. 

It was at MIT and Harvard 
that Wilkinson’s interest in 
organometallic chemistry de- 
veloped, but the crucial moment 
of his career came at Harvard. 
Together with the organic 
chemist and later Nobel Lau- 
reate R.B. Woodward, be 
recognised the unprecedented 
molecular structure of the 
organometallic compound now 
known as ferrocene. 
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Wflkfnson, right, with E.O. Fischer, ce nt re, and Nikolaas Tinbergen at 
a 1973 reception for Nobel p rtze w ln n ois Photograph: Hutton Getty 


In this molecule there is an 
iron atom centrally placed be- 
tween the planes of two five- 
membered rings formed by five 
carbon-hydrogen groups. This 
picturesque structure led to its 
description as a "sandwich mol- 
ecule . WSkinson, being an in- 
organic chemist, immediately 
set about investigating the fun- 
damental ideas suggested by 
this molecule and took advan- 
tage of his extensive knowledge 

of transition metal chemistry. 

This, combined with an _ out- 
standing experimental intuition, 
resulted in a 40-year period 
of extraordinary productivity 
whereby he revealed the enor- 
mous extent of this new area 
known as organ o- transition 
metal chemistry. In Germany, 
Professor E.O. Fischer also ap- 
preciated the significance of tne 
ferrocene structure and pre- 
pared the analogous molecule 
in which chromium was sand- 
wiched between two benzene 
rings, Wilkins on and Fischer pi- 
oneered the development of this 
new field with such success 
that they were jointly awarded 
the Nobel Prize in 1973. 

In the early 1950s inorganic 
chemistiy was unde {going a re- 
naissance, not least because of 
the post-war availability of new 
spectroscopic methods such as 
infra-red and nuclear magnet- 
ic resonance spectroscopy and 
single crystal x-ray diffraction. 
These tools enabled Wilkin- 
son to understand the molecu- 
lar structure of the new 
compounds with much greater 
certainty than would have been 
otherwise possible. Indeed, in 
the early days the products of 
the chemical reactions carried 
out in his research group very 
often gave quite unexpected 
outcomes, thereby demon- 
strating the subtlety and com- 
plexity of organo-transition 
metal chemistry. 

In June 19551, Wilkinson was 
appointed Professor of Inor- 
ganic Chemistry at Imperial 
College. At that time, this was 
the oipy established Chair in in- 
organic chemistiy in Britain; lat- 
er it was renamed the Sir 
Edward Frankland Chair of In- 
organic Chemistry (in com- 
memoration of Frankland, the 



WMnson: a vMd imagination and In t u ition and a vast ca n plilc ri f know le dge of (he properties of the chemical elements 


“father of organometaUic chem- 
istiy" who was at the college 
from 1865). Wilkinso n took Up 
his position in January 1956 af- 
ter a short sabbatical stay in 
Copenhagen, and at 34 be was 
one of the youngest professors 
ever appointed at the college. 

He brought with him the 
more direct and informal style 

in ?farth Americ&Jfte dressed 
casually and called his students 
by their first names and ex- 
pected to be called Geoff. In the 
early days at Imperial College, 
he worked feverishly in the 
race to explore the newly dis- 
covered continent of chemistry. 
He was always sceptical - with 
some justification - of the val- 
ue of chemical theory in having 
a predictive role in his work. He 
based his ideas on his vast em- 
pirical knowledge of the prop- 


erties and known reactions of 
the chemical elements; this, 
combined with a vivid imagi- 
nation and intuition, led him to 
see analogies and connections 
not previously made. 

Bus work m Britain was al- 
ways curiosity-driven: none the 
less in addition to his funda- 
mental studies his discoveries 


support his research groap 
after his retirement T 
After his retirement as Sir 
Edward Frankland Professor 
in 1988. he was anoointed Pro- 


chemistry. He prepared the 
rhodium compound known as 
Wilkinson's catalyst arid this en- 
gendered crucial contributions 
to the development of methods 
for the synthesis of pharma- 
ceutical chemicals. He also dis- 
covered the rhodium catalysts 
now used in the industrial 
process known as hydrofonny- 
latioo whereby olefins are con- 
verted to aldehydes and 
alcohols. Patents arising from 
this work enabled Wfflrinson to 


fessor Emeritus; he was pro- 
vided with a new laboratory 
funded by Johnson Matthey in 
which he continued to ran a 
small but lively and creative re- 
search group until his death. He 
was the author (with Professor 
EA. Cotton, one of his earliest 
graduate students and now a 

I rarfino »raA>mio fb«rnM lm the 

textbook AdvancecFTnotga^ 
Chemistry , first published in 
1962, which has been a standard 
work ever since. He had hand- 
ed in the final chapter _of his 
contribution to the sixth edition 
of this work the week before he 
died. 

Geoffrey Wilkinson had a 


for thecause of fundamental re- 
search in the- country. A suc- 
cession of. prime ministers 
received numerous letiers from 
Twin rm this and OthCX SUlwCcBL 

as did Research Councils, Vice- 
Chancellors, officers of the 
RdjhI Society and others. 
Heshada great sense of fun, 

big 

favourite bohdaywaswtiDdngon 

the moors and Mfs^amjiind 

Een-y-Ghpirtihe^^^a^wffij 

hiU$a&s» He jdanfed-some 

ZOdOi^sdibistcm&Yeshae 


Some two months before has 
death, a dinner was held at Im- 
perial College to celebrate his 
40 years at die college; over a 
hundred pecple attended from 
all over die world. Many of 
those ; present were distin- 
guished professors who had 
been . taught by Geoffrey 
WOldnson: it was a happy and 
memorable occasion for alL 
In 1951, he married Lise 
Solver, daughter of Professor 

Denmarlc’s Pharmaceutical 
High School. He was a caring 


could seem a rather forbidding 
figure, but those who knew and 
loved him recognised a friend 
with a profound knowledge of 
his subject and of other fields. 
He had a single-minded focus 
on the quality of originality 
which he had in abundance, and 
it was hard for most of his col- 
leagues to satisfy his demand- 
ing standards. He expected his 
graduate students to share his 
limitless enthusiasm and ener- 
gy for new chemistry and incon- 
sequence inspired many of 
than. He wore his feme light- 
ly and was accessible to all He 
was a fierce protector of British 
science and research and he in- 
sisted on publishing almost all 
his research papers (over 550 
of them) , in British scientific 
journals. 

Wilkinson became the 


a proud grandfather. He is sur- 
vived by nib wife and their two 
daughters, Anne and PezniHe. 

Malcolm Green 
and BUI Griffith 

Geoffrey Wilkinson, chemist : 
bom Sprirvpide, Yorkshire 14 
July 1921; Research Fellow, Uni- 
versity of California at Berkeley 
1946-50; Instructor, MIT 1950- 
51; Assistant Professor of Chem- 
istry, Harvard University 1951-56; 
Prqfessor af Inorganic Chemistry 
Imperial College London 1956- 
78, Sir Edward Frankland Pro- 
fessor 1978-88 (Emeritus); FPS 
1965; Nobel Prize fee- Chemistry 
(jointly withE.0. Fischer) 1973; 
Kt 1976; author cf Advanced In- 
organic Chemistiy (with PA. 
Cotton) I962r Baric Inorganic 
Chemistry ‘(wth^FiA. Cotton) 
1976 ; married 1951 Use Sptver 
(two daughters); died London 26 
September '1996. 


Thi 




Nazi 

jo ease plight 
survivor* 


Shusaku Endo 


Last year, one of Japan's best- 
known novelists, Shusaku Endo, 
was to have received the Cul- 
ture Prize from the hands of the 
Emperor. But he was too ill to 
attend the ceremonies at the 
Imperial Palace. The general 
public had been dismayed when 
the Nobel Prize for Literature 
went to Kenzaburo Oe instead 
of the far more popular Exido, and 
there were rumours that Endo's 
grievous disappointment at not 
receiving the Nobel Prize had 
contributed to a sudden decline 
in his already unstable health. 

Hie writer had suffered from 
poor health all his life. Pleurisy 
had kept him out of active ser- 
vice in the Pacific War, though 
he had to slave on the assem- 
bly lines of a Kawasaki factory. 
He often spent long periods in 
hospital, and some of his work 
is set in medical environments. 

His best-known work in the 
West is Chimmoku (‘‘Silence"), 
published in 1966. It is a mas- 
rive, ambitiously conceived nov- 
el about the martyrdom of 
Japan’s early Christian converts 
m the 16th and early 17th cen- 
turies, and it caused controver- 
sy when ii won the Thnizaki Prize 
because of an incident in which 
the Portuguese Jesuit priest, 
Oiristovan Ferreira, is forced to 


betray his Christian faith by 
treading a crucifix underfoot 
Christianity has never taken 
hold in Japan to the same extent" 
as in South Korea ancLihe 
Philippines, and Endo m tins 
fine novel seems to be trying to 
discover why, to take “the Chris- 
tian religion which was so un- 
congenial to me as a Japanese, 
analyse why it was so unconge- 
nial, and in some way to make 
it something more compatible". 

It made a great impression 
both in Japan and abroad (and 
was filmed by Masaharu Shin- 
oda in 1971), but had no effect 
whatsoever on the spread of 
Christianity. Indeed, Endo re- 
cently revealed that one of his 
bools - he did not mention 
which - had been banned in the 
Roman Catholic schools and 
colleges of Nagasaki, the cen- 
tre of Christian belief in Japan. 

Shusaku Endo was bom in 
Tokyo in 1923, but spent his ear- 
ly years in China. When his par- 
ents were divorced there, he 
returned to Japan with his 
mother and lived with a Roman 
Catholic aunt who persuaded 
him to be baptised into the faith. 
Shusaku was 11. In one of his 
best short stories, Kage (“Shad- 
ows"), from his 1959 collection 
Saigo no junkyosha (“The Final 


Martyrs"), Endo describes this 
traumatic event: v - 

WheEe%iifibc*badcd(nigiheriv-. 
er.ofmy^ J mme6owtalwwst(iiJilL 
of that little church in ffie Hanshfri 
tfotriawhtarelwa&coinpelled tow 
ceive baptism ... Of necessity, I be- 
gan attending the church, escorted 
there by my mother and anm. 

Endo entered Keio Univer- 
sity, where he studied French 
Literature. In 1950, he was fi- 
nally free to leave Japan and 
went to Lyons, where he spent 
two and a half years reading 
French Catholic authors like 
Claudel, Bemanos and Mauri- 
ac. But he fell seriously ill and 
bad to suffer one of his many 
hospitalisations. 

On returning to Japan in 
1953, Endo composed his first 
work of fiction: a short stoiy, 
“Aden made" (“Tb Aden", 1954), 
based on recollections of his voy- 
ages to and from Europe. In 
1955 he gained immediate 
recognition in Japan with his 
short novel Shiroi hito ("White 
Men") when it was awarded the 
Akutagawa Prize. like some of 
the contemporary novels he had 
been reading in france, it was set 
in the period of Nazi occupation, 
a tale of French Resistance 
fighters and their betrayals of 
faith and loyalty, a dramatic 


mixture of several forms of guilt 
and remorse. In 1956, he wrote. 
Kami hito ("YeDowMan”) in the 
form ofa letter written by a stu- 
dent to a French missonaiy, a 
Greene-like figure who appears 
in many of his stories. 

The Japanese have a pen- 
chant for appraximaiep com- 
parisons, and Endo came to be 
known as “the Graham Greene 
of Japan". To the Japanese 
“Grimgrin” was a literary god 
only slightly obscured by the sun 
of “Sunset Mum” (Somerset 
Maugham). But apart from the 
fact that they were both Roman 
Catholics and sometimes por- 
trayed priestly characters riven 
by theological doubts and exis- 
tential gum, they really have lit- 
tle in common. True, Greene 
wrote lighter novels, called “en- 
tertainments" and Endo wrote 
works with touches of his own 
particular humour like the 1969 
Tcdhen da (“Good Grief!") and 
basically serious novels like 
Obakasan (“Wonderful Fool”, 
1959), but in Greene’s case the 
touch is supremely light, in 
Endo’s rather laboured. 

“Wonderful Fool" is an en- 
tertaining story about a rather 
simple-minded Frenchman, 
Gaston, in the jungles of con- 
temporary Tbkyo, depicted in 


nightmare Rafiraesqne fash inn. 

. Unfortunately th&hummggbe- 
comes rather heavy angb&roio 
take; while Chtgd&s^S^cfSfi- 
, plexity of the dodn^utmtot 
• tires by Its very ingenuity. TnaSfe 
to admit that Endo was one of 
those Japanese writers, like 
Mishima and OS, who never ap- 
pealed t&ne. There was some- 
thing^. too willed, too 
contnved even in his best works. 

In the 1970 novel Fukaikawa 
(“Deep River"), set in India, the 
plot is constructed with almost 
mathematical precision, pre- 
senting slightly wooden char- 
acters representing various 
human qualities, characteristics 
and callings. It contrasts two 
conventional fictionahtypes, a 
destructive young woman and 
a saintly young Japanese 
Catholic studying for the priest- 
hood; a man whose wife has just 
died and who is trying to forget 
her; a writer of children’s books, 
portraying the author himself, 
and an old soldier with memo- 
ries of the “Railway of Death” 
in Bonna. All these, and several 
other stereotypes, react and 
interact in a rather mechanical 
way. The style is wordy and 
repetitive, and the story suffers 
from the typical Japanese pas- 
sion for coincidence: the young 


postulant is killed at the same 

, time as Indira^QandhL iEudo 
shows great dfekiaficsfilfm this 

. novel, yet onti&ds if ralfaa- dult 

„ Shusaku Endo baflgne of t^ie . 
attributes that help to create a 
reputation as a great writer he 
was very productive and the list 
ofaH his works is too long to re- 
produce here. Among the best 
are Ryugaku (“Foreign Studies", 
1965), Sukytmdaru (“ScandaF, 
1986), Umi to dokuyaku (“The 
Sea and the Poison” 1957) and 
Samurai (1982), winner of the 
Noma Literary Prize. He. also 
wrote a play, Ogon no kuni 
(“The Golden Country”, 1966), 
performed by bis own troupe of 
largely amateur actors. 

In the end, one gets the im- 
pression that Endo was return- 
ing to his roots, to a Buddhist 
view of self and existence, as if 
he at last saw the similarities be- 
tween Oriental and Western 
ways of belief. One of his finest 
works islesyunoshogai (“Life of 
Jesus", 1978), which wcxi the Dag 
Hammaralqdld Prize in 1978. 

James Kirfcnp 

Shusaku Paul Endo, novelist 
and playwright : bom Tokyo 27 
March 1923; married 1955 Jun- 
to Okado ( one son); died Tokyo 
29 September 1996. 
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Drwnattc skit Endo - the Graham Greene of Japan* 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 

POWELL: On 20 August to Sarah 
fn& Wife) and Dana, a beautiful 
daughter Faye Isabelle, a sister for 
Matthew. 

DEATHS 

nNGERHirr: John. FPS, passed away 
peacefully at home, aged SS. He will 
be much misted by oil his family and 
friends. 

IN MEMORIAM 

DAWS: Ethel B. Daws (tax Diddnson) 
died 1 October 1995. May God 
avenge on any wbo have sinned 
against you. Norman. 

Fur Cuette BIRTHS, MARRIAGES Sc 

DEATHS, please telephone 0171-293 

29 11 or Get 017 1-293 10 10. Charges are 

£630 fl line (VAT extra). 


Grtocri annual dinner at the Onmrapr Hook 
'umhiIkNcv Hatpint. 




Changing of the Guard 

Gumis. 



Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr S. P. Ford 
and Miss C. S. WnnUHth 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Stephen, second son of Mr and 
Mis John Fbrd, ofYapton, WtesI Sus- 
sex. and Chariotle, elder daughter of 
WmmfWrh l imrinf rhp late 

Mis Wimiifrtth, of St Margarets at 
Oiffe, Kent. 

Birthdays 

Miss Julie Andrews, actress and 
anger, 61; Mr Moran Capiat, former 
Glyndebouxne administrator, 80; Mr 
Jimmy Carter, former US President, 
72; Mr Roy de Conn? Chapman. 
Headmaster, Malvern College, 60; 
Cardinal Cabal Daly, Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Armagh, 
79; Mr Sandy Gall, television news 
presenter, 69; Mr John Gray, former 
ambassador to Belgium, 60; Mr Joint 
Gunnell MP, 63; Professor Sir Stu- 
art Hampshire, philosopher, 82; Mr 
Richard Harris, actor, 63; Major 
David Jamieson VC, 76; Sir Edwin 
Jowitt, High Court judge, 67; Mr 
Graham Leach, radio news foreign 
correspondent, 48; Mr Thorold 
Masefield, High Commissioner to 
Nigeria, 57; Mr WalterMarthau,ao- 
tor, 76; Mr Peter Nobes, former chief 
constable of West Yorkshire, 61 ; Mr 
Edward O'Hara MP,59; Dame Kath- 
leen ODeiensfaaw. educationist, 84; 
Professor John Reid, Regius Pro- 
fessor of Medicine and Therapeutics, 
Glasgow University, 53; Professor Sir 
Roland Smith, a director, Bank of 
England, 63; the Right Rev David 
Standiffe, Bishop of Salkbiixy, 54; 
Professor Sir Colin Stans&id Smith, 
architect, 64; Sir Robert Telford, life 
president of Marconi, 81; Mss Jean 
Thomas, biochemist, 54; Mr Geof- 


frey Whitehead, actor, 57; Mr James 
Whitmore, amor, 75. 

Anniversaries 

Births; Henry III, King, 1207; Gia- 
ccano da Vignola (Giacomo Barcazi), 
architect, 1507; Giovanni Matteo 
Asola, pries and composer, 1609; 
William Thomas Beckford, author 
and millionaire, 1759; Pierre-Marie 
Francois de Sales Badlot, violinist, 
1771; Sir Robert Smirice, architect, 
1781; Karl von Pikrty, painter, 1826; 
Annie Besant, social reformer and 
theosophist, 1847; Stanley Holloway, 
actor and entertainei; 1890; Laurence 
Hamy (Laruska MMaStaTcne), ac- 
tor, 1928; Louis Unrermeyer, author 
and editor, 1885. Deaths: Marsilio F»- 
tino, scholar and philosopher, 1499; 
Pierre ComeiBe, playwright, 1684; 
Don John of Austria, soldier, 1578; 
John Blow, organist and composer. 
1708; Sir Edwin Henry Landseer, 
painter, 187% Anthony Ashley Coop- 
er. seventh Ead of Shaftesbury, so- 
cial reformer, 1885; Benjamin Jowen, 
classical scholar, 1893; Wflhehn 

Dilrhey, philosopher, 1911; Ludwig 
TV ni^ l nwmc arrtK rp- and ffliKtralnr frir 

children, 1962; Louis StymourBazctt 
Leakey, anthropologist, 1972; Roy 
Harris, composes; 1979; Don Banks, 
c om pose r , 1980. On this day: mon- 
ey orders were fast issued fe Britain, 
1792; Belgium became part of the 
Freni Republic, 1795; Louisiaiia was 
ceded to Prance by Spain, 1800; the 
News of the World was first published, 
1843; the Midland Railway opened 
St Pancras Station, 1868; Austria is- 
sued the first postcards, 1869; half-, 
penny postage was introduced in 
Britain, 1870; stamped postcards 
were firet Issued in Britain, 1870; the 
Model T was introduced by Henry 
Rjxd, 1908; German forces entered 
the Sudetcnland, 1938; the People's 


Republic of China was proclaimed, 
1949; Nigeria became independent, 
I960; the Watergate trial started, 
1974; Pakistan rejoined the Com- 
monwealth after an absence of 17 
years, 1989. Tbday is the Feast Day 
of St Bavo or ADowin, St Melons or 
Myior, St Remigins or Remi, St Ro- 
manos the Melodist and StTbdr&se 
ofLirieux. 

Lectures 

Victoria and Albert Mntwim: Susan 
Morris, "Eighteenth -century Whx 
Portraits", 230pm. 

British Museum: Louise Schofield, 
“Legend and Archaeology: ‘Priam’s’ 
treasure of froy”, 1.15pm. 

National Gallery: Mark person, 
“Literate photographs by Mark Gat- 
son", lJOpm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Kathleen 
Adler, "Male Nudes (i): Cafflebotte, 
Man at his Bath”, lpm. 

Royal Society Parsons Memorial 
Lecture (to be held at the Institution 
of Civi] Engineers): Mr Edward 
Haws, “Tidal Power a major 
prospect for the 21st century 1 ’, 6pm. 

Duncan Stewart 

A memorial service wflj be held for 
Duncan Montgomery Stewart MA, 
Principal of Lady Margaret Hall 
1979-95,hi the University Church of 
St Maiy the Viigm, Oxford, on Sat- 
urday 26 October 1996 at 230pm. 

Imperial Cancer 
Research Fund 

Imperial Cancer Research Fund 
have announced the appointment 
of Mr Peter Vtcaiy-Snuth, current- 
ly Head of Appeals at Qxfam, as 
Head of \bluntaxy Income, with 
effect from 1 October 1996. 


Barings’ auditors may be sued in London 


Barings pk aad another v 
Coopers & Lybrand (a Ann) and 
Others; Chancery Division (Mr 
Justice Chadwick) 2 August 1996 

ffaims by Baring? ptc against 
both Its own auditors in London 


LAW REPORT 
— ♦ 

X October 1996 


had been caused by fee unau- 
thorised trading activities of Mr 


arosiatary raised coromon ques- 
tions of law and fact, which in 
both cases arose out of a series 


Barings’ employee Nicholas 
Leeson. The Singapore auditors 
were therefore “proper par- 
ties” to an action launched by 
Barings pic in London and 
writs could be served on them 
outside the jurisdiction. 

Mr Justice Chadwick re- 
fused aemheations by the fourth 
and firth defen dan ts, Khoo 
Kum Wing and SJ. Thn, to set 
aside the leave granted by 
Master Barratt, on 23 January 
1995, enabling the plaintiffs, 
Barings pk: and Bishopsoonrt 
(BS) Ltd, to serve a writ on 
them outside the jurisdiction. 

The first plaintiff was the 
ultimate holding company of a 
group ^ wtrich included the second 


pany fcrrneriy known as Baring 
Secmiies Ltd, am whose sub- 
sidiaries was Baring Rtfures 
(Singapore) PtelidfBSF). The 
whole Barings group collapsed 
in February 1995 following 
massive losses by BSF, which 


The first defendants, Coop- 
er & Lybrand, were the exter- 
nal auditors of Barings pic for 
the financial years emting3L 
December 1991 to 1994. The 
second and third defendants, 
Chaiy Chee Kheong Mah and 
PO’ad Bin Shaik Abu Bakar 
Malta r, were partners of De- 
kritte & Tbudhe, the external 

auditors ofBFS for the finan- 
cial year ending 30 September 
1992 aad the. subsequent ac- 
counting period ending 31E)e- 
cember 1993. The fourthand 
fifth defendantewere partofiTS 
of Coopers '& Lybrand (Sin- 
gapore), tire external auditors 
of BFS for the financial year 
ended 31 December 1994. 

The plaintiffs claimed dam- 
ages against the defendants 
for their failure to identify and 
report on the lack of internal 
controls in BSF oron Leeson’s 
unauthorised trading through 
an account designated SS888, 
or to discover that ^receivable 
of Yen 7.778bn from Spear, 
Leeds & Kellog ot 2 February 
1995, was fictitious. 

- The fourth and fifth defen- 
dants sought to set aside ser- 


vice of the writ against them on 
the ground that it contained no 
good arguable claim or that 
there was no serious issue, to be 
tried against them, and in any 
case that the English court 
was not the appropriate forum. 
Stanley Bumtan QC. Richard GOBs, 
Graham Halkaston (Slaughter A 
May) for the plaintiff; Jonathan 
Gaisman QC, Christopher Butcher 
(Wilde Sapte) for the second and chad 
defendants; Riehard Fold QC. Philip 
Sales (Herbert Smith) fa- the fourth 
and fifth defendants. 

Mr Justice Chadwick said he 
was satisfied to the standard of 
a “good arguable case” for the 
purposes of Order 15, rule 
4(1) of the Rules of the 
Supreme Court, that if separate 
actions were brought against 
the first defendant and the 
fourth and fifth defendants, 
some co mm on questions of 
law or fact would arise in each 
and that the relief claimed in 
both arose out of the same 
transaction or series of trans- 
actions. The claims in both 
cases arose out of the unau- 
thorised trading of Mr Leeson. 

It followed that fire fourth 
and fifth defendants 'were 
“proper parties'* to the plain- 


tiffs’ ^laim against the first de- 
fendants and ihar the court had 
jurisdiction under Order 11, 
rule l(l)(c) to permit service 
out of the jurisdiction. 

The submission that there t 
was no serious issue to be tried ‘ 

was pm on the grounds that the 
fourth and fifth defendants, as 
auditors of BFS, owed no rel- 
evant duty of care to Barings 
pic, or if they did, that it was 
secondary to the duty owed to 
BFS, and BFS was the proper- 
plaintiff. 

It was dear on the evidence 
that the fourth and fifth de- 
fendants knew the information 
which they were instructed tp 


pic so that its directors cotiH 
comply with the obligation uti- 
der section 227 of the Compa- 
nies Act 1985 to prepare 
consolidated accounts showing 
a true and fair view of th* 
financial affairs of the group- 
It could not theikbrebc swd 
there was no serious issue of 
law fo be tried as to the ess- 
tenoe of a duty of care owed by ■ 
these defendants to Barmjppl^ 
Finally, his Lordship w» 
satisfied that the English court 
was the most appropriate Jet 
rum for the trial of &e claim? 
made by Barings pic against tnfr 
fourth and fifth defend an ts.,2 

Paul Magrath, Banfea# 
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This 


woman is 


'taUntia^ 

*Wl<Hfe 


M s DB Should be allowed to 

bear her husband's child She 

has watched her husband cUe 
uu,„ sudden illness, and now she k 
fighting m the courts to beimnrL 

half ^h 1 h 80 that **» X 

wanted Thl -H Says th ^ both 

Empathising with her is easy Ithao- 
penseveryday; people arefoU e d£ 

ES dCad fa l su ^ deo ^ess, leaving 
ioved ones behind. They always 

“ /? have children together 

is!efthSh ,t; Hf d Z 0 ™ the P ar mer who 
“ “.^h^fceb more than ever the 
b “3d something on the foun- 
daoons of that lost love. A child is the 

MoS^ teS ^ 0ny ^ -pertwps the one 
intimation of immortality that answers 
the brutal fact of death. Generations 
of poets have described this. Millions 
of Pfople are the children of men who 
died before their birth. But only now 
has technology made it possible for a 
woman to conceive, rather than to 
«"y.a child after her husband dies 
And the real question is whether or 
not this raises new ethical dile mma 
In any advanced society, ethical 
problems are codified and paper- 
wrapped in legislation. As far as the 
Human Fertilisation and Embiyology 
Authority is concerned, the law can- 
not allow this woman to have the baby 


she wants. The law says that a man 
must give his written consent for his 
sperm to be used —whether the part- 
ner is to be impregnated before or 
after his death. And consent must be 
informed by understanding, too. 
Whether husband and wife, or 
strangers, everyone involved needs to 
undergo appropriate counselling 
before something so emotive as the 
creation of human life can go 
Nor is it only fertilisation in which 
consent must play such a central role. 
If Ms DB had wanted to donate her 
husband’s heart or kidneys for trans- 
plant surgery, she could not have 
done so without his prior agreement. 
When death comes suddenly, no 
matter how much relatives may spec- 
ulate about the probable desires of the 
deceased while be was alive, it is too 
late. The dead can’t sign. 

This framing of the law suggests 
that there is an ethical question here, 
buried in die seemingly cold, bureau- 
cratic “no”. And there is. In theory, 
the impregnation of women with dead 
men's sperm could lead to unpleasant 
and morally dangerous outcomes. 
Imagine the clamour of Beatles fan*? 
desperate to be impregnated with 
the sperm of the late John Lennon. 
Ask what happens if an ex-wife or ex- ‘ 
lover demands the sperm of a dead 
man who never wanted her children. 
How would the grown child fee!? 
And if it can happen one way, what 
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about the other way? Would we Teally 
feel comfortable with men requesting 
the eggs from the ovaries of dead 
wives and partners, to be impregnated 
and implanted in the womb of a 
surrogate? 

As we have been learning again and 
again this year, with fertility treat- 
ments, and frozen embryos, the ethical 
questions on the frontier of new med- 
ical technology are not easy. Most of 
us struggle and fail to find simple prin- 
ciples to guide us through dilemmas 
that could not have existed 30 years 
ago. In the absence of easy answers, 
we muddle on from case to case, mak- 


ing our minds up on the specific 
details as they arise. 

But this is not a bad thing. Mud- 
dling on means, in practice, applying 
humanity, individual moral sensibility 
and common sense to individual 
It means accepting a certain leeway 
for individuals to struggle with their 
own choices. It means acknowledging 
that one person's choice will not nec- 
essarily meet with general approval, 
but may yet turn out to be die right 
one. And all that means leaving the 
law loose enough for those choices to 
be made wherever living people are 
not hurt bv them. 


The Human Fertilisation and 
Embryology Act isn’t stupid or heart- 
less. Underpinning it are sensible 
thoug hts about human life - it is not 

the best poss 2 >le start in fife for a child 

to have one parent dead, and the 
other recently bereaved. We would 
hope that a surviving would-be parent 
could be well counselled, and advised 
to wait until the initial shock of die 
rfoath had passed. But the law does 
appear to be too tight, a little too 
logically drafted for human complex- 
ities. Ms DB is still hoping that it can 
indeed be re in t e rpreted more broadly, 
to allow her to bear the child she 
wants. The courts could still concede 
that where the donor is one of a close 
couple, where relatives and friends 
agree that it was what he or she 
wanted, written consent should not be 
needed, even if the donor is dead. 

But whatever her defence, DB 
should be allowed to make the deci- 
sion to have the child. Under the exist- 
ing, unsustainable arrangements, the 
law is caught in the absurd position of 
try ing to defend the interests of the 
dead tty stopping something that, in 
this case, everyone agrees the dead 
would have wanted. It is preventing 
those who cannot answer for them- 
selves from becoming parents against 
their will. Yet by doing so, the law will 
doubtless be denying some of the dead 
what would have been their dearest 
living wish. The law is not an ass. But 


it is an abstract code, a crude attempt 
to map the complexity of life with 
rules and absolutes. And where, as 
here, we are all feeling our way blindly 
forward, the law should stand a little 
back. It may well turn out that Ms DB, 
whoever she is, is wiser than the 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology 
Authority. 

Something rotten 
in the country 

pi ountiy landowners have finally con- 
vy fronted the modem urban com- 
plaint about Britain's moist green mead- 
ows - her rich glinting loam, her busy 
farmsteads, her picturesque ducks, her 
rootling pigs. They stink. Tbwnies loathe 
the smell of food production, the reek 
of manure and the whiff of slurry. 
Landowners, recognising the economic 
power of these weekend visitors, now 
suggest there should be curbs on when 
manure is sprayed about. But why stop 
there? Urban Britons have become 
used to certain “natural” aromas, like 
“bluebell wood" air fresheners. What we 
need is for the rural landscape to be 
sprayed with flowery odours manufac- 
tured by chemical companies - the air 
freshening of Oldc Britain. And instead 
of trees, we could plant giant cardboard 
pine trees. Then we could walk out, 
inhale and enjoy the country properly. 
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Use Nazi gold 
to ease plight 
of survivors 

Sin There is at last serious talk of 
restoring money to those Jews and 
their famili es who deposited funds 
in Swiss banks, and who later 
became victims of the Holocaust. 
There is also a suggestion that the 
£40m that the Bank of England 
stills holds from the Nazisshould 
be used for the benefit of families 
of victims of the Holocaust. 

While we realise that it will never 
be possible to be absolutely 
equitable in the distribution of such 
hinds, as and when they become 
available, there is one overlooked 
group who we believe should be a 
priority, to whom funds must be 
made available now. 

Of the approximately 6 million 
Jews, arid 7 million other victims of 
the Holocaust, there are still some 
half a million survivors living today. 
Many of these survivors are still 
emotionally and mentally tortured 
by their experience. In many cases 
the difficulties of these survivors 
have grown more severe with old 
age. We propose that an appropriate 
international botty should 
administer the su bstan ti al funds 
needed so that adequate emotional 
and appropriate medical support for 
the long-term effects of trauma can 


ue guaraniccu tu 

Perhaps by this actwewfll enable 
survivors finally to find some 
respite. The children of Holocaust 
victims suffer disproportionate 
emotional problems. These have 

also been largely unaddressed, ■ 

thereby perpetuating the legacy of 

this violation of humanity. 

Survivors still endure the 
ongoing consequences of the 
Holocaust, and we believe that the 
first duty is to help them. At 

present there are grossly 
inadequate funds for the necessary 

ongoing support that many 

survivors require. We urge all those 
who are looking for what is just and 
equitable not to forget the needs of 
those living -especially those who 

still inhabit a pnvate world of 

torture, created by experiences that 
few of us today can imagme. 
RICHARD HORNSBY 
Director, the Sir Robert Mona 
Memorial Trust 

^^r^he^^al Foundation for 

^n^BERNSTBZN 
JUNE JACOBS 

HELENA KENNEDY QC 
LORD LESTER QC _____ 

Catharine, viscountess 
MACMILLAN 
Rabbi JULIA NEUBERGER 
Rabbi JOHN RAYNER 
Lord ROTHSCHILD 
iTrSlGMLTNDSTEIWBERG 
n r ANTHONY STORR 
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Chairman Department ofPsychuaty 
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London SW7 

Pensioner's treat 

Sir No*’ that a firat-ri^sstemp 

sggiSsv 

SScrtalSckffldn^c.fte 
Pfri cEuId see fit to increase by 
oni! penny the extra 25p penson 

enable him to buy one. 

MRi EFTAME 

SSftu* West Sussex 
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Michael Beafiis Britain: HKH The Princess Royal arrives at the Equestrian Awards Lunch 


Waiting for the 
electric bus 

Sin Electric cars (letter, 26 
September) would solve localised; 
pollution in our cities bat not the .' , 
other main problem raised by car 
traffic: congestion. It is well 
accepted that traffic increases to fill 
the space available. 

Electric buses coald bring a real 
improvement In some towns and 
cities cars have already been 
excluded to the advantage of buses, 
and this clears road Space to 
improve bus transport times. 
Unfortunately, it also gives bases a 
free run on the streets, with an 
ensuing adverse environmental 
impact - high speeds, intimidating 
size, thunderous noise and diesel 
fames. What is needed is low- 
ixnpact, low-speed electric buses 
wifiiin our towns to make them a 
pleasure to be in. 

JD WRIGHT 
Thomaby-ott-TteS 

Call me lady 

Sin I wonder if anyone can _ 
enlighten me as to why adult 

females now *si£e bemg 

addressed as ladies . Have I 

missed somethingjOr>s the tern a 
touch too genteel for them . 

Sneaking as a female of middle 

yeaxsfwouid much rather be called 
Z^lady inred" thffl “the woman 

BSSSK*»”T1 

” <5Stb that rm stfflqmtt 

eassaasa*. 


Labour hopefuls 
have own minds 

Sir. We write having read your 
survey of Labour prospective 
parliamentary candidates (30 


Wfe are called upon every day by 
newspapers and pressure groups to 
respond to surveys on a wide 
variety of questions. Of comae we 
sometimes seek advice from Head 
Office on matters of polity but the 
answers we give and the opinions 
we express are our own. 

It would be much more helpful if 
we were asked for our opinions 
rather Gian to give a sample yes/no 
answer to questions which 
newspapers believe wiD reveal 
divisions in the Labour Party. 

The truth is the Labour Ptaty is a 
united dynamic party ready to solve 


No hand-washing 
at Ofwat 

Sin Your business comment 
column (“Byatt cannot wash his 
bands of water trouble”, 25 
September) really ought to have 
been entitled “Ofrvat nips transfer 
pricing practices in bud” rather 
than accusing us of washing our 
hands of the responsibility and of . 
audacity in suggesting that the 
auditors should improve their 
scrutiny of the regulated accounts. 

The 1992 Competition and 
Service Utility Act placed a 

requirement on the director to 
ensure that the companies operate 
at atm’s length. Since then. I have 
amend ed the licences to forbid the 
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activities, ensured the companies 
had proper accounting guidelines to 
follow to meet this requirement, 
talke d to the companies about their 
implementation plans, and finally 
in stigate d a series nf on-going checks 
on compliance with the guidelines, 
lb suggest that transfer pricing has 
been going on without ns noticing is 
therefore an extraordinary claim. 

The audit of the regulated 
accounts against our guidelines is a 
requirement I have placed on the 
comp anies under the terms of their 
licence. Nevertheless, we still 
adopted a belt-and-braces 
approach by sending in oar own 

teams to check compliance. I would 
have thought this was just the sort 
of policing that shows the regulator 
is doing his job rather than washing 
hk hands of the issue. 

Chris Godsmark (“Watchdog 


uncovers water profits misuse”, 25 
September), suggests that the 
companies have been using their 
profits to subsidise “hundreds and 
millions of pounds of activities”. 
This is nonsense. The amount of 
cross-subsidisation quantified 
amounted to one tenth of 1 per 
cent of the regulated turnover. 
Customers will certainly not 
subsidise these activities. 

ICR BYATT 

Director General, Ofwat, 

Birmingham 

Sir Your report and comment on 
transfer pricing in the water 
industry lack all perspective. Far 
from prejudicing water customers’ 
interests, the creation ofnon- 
| regulated subsidiaries which are 

able to sell (heir services in the free 
market has preserved and created 
jobs while providing sendees to the 
regulated companies more cheaply 
than they could have done 
. themselves. 

This hardly amounts to damning 
evidence of malpractice, and the 
water companies rebut 
categorically accusations that they 
have “syphoned money” from their 
regulated businesses for the benefit 
of their non-regulated subsidiaries. 

Much is made of the companies' 
limited resort to competitive 
tendering when a subsidiary bids 
for business from its regulated 
associate. Yet competitive 
tendering is only one of four 
methods of market testing 
recommended in Ofwat* s current 

gmdetines, with no view expressed 

as to which the regulator prefers. 
AH the water companies have 
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routinely followed one or other of 
these practices. 

JANET LANGDON 

Director, MzterSenices Association 

London SWl 


Proud Irish at 
ease in England 

Sin Jack O’Sullivan ("The 
dangerous romanticism of 
Irishness”, 26 September) must 
reafise that life moves on. There are 
vety many Irish men and women 
throughout Britain, confident in 
their Irish identity, while integrating 
fiiHy into the communities in which 
they live and work. 

Born in London in the Fifties to 
Irish professional parents, we 
returned to Dublin when I was 10, as 
my parents had great confidence in 
the Irish education system. In 1983, 

I returned to England with my 
husband, a doctor. We took the 
derision, early on, to make a 
permanent home here, as we 
derided we'd never settle property 
while stiQ entertaining wistful hopes 
of returning “home” one day. 

Our three children are growing 
up here, knowing who they are and 
where they fit in. As a family we 
delight in our shared Irish heritage, 
its poetry, musk and literature and 
tire children are proud of this and 
enjoy many trips to Dublin. 

Equally, they are at case with the 
society they are growing up in, 
learning English history and 
literature. They do not feel 
different from their peers. 

The Irish are good Europeans, 
and embrace all cultures with 
pleasure, while taking pride in our 
own. 

GERALDINE BURKE 
Marsh Baldon, Oxfordshire 


It was Eden who 
ruled out Europe 

Sin Winston Churchill, President 
of Honour of the European Move- 
ment, was certainly regarded by 
one of its founders - my father, E 
K Cole - as fully committed to a 
United States of Europe (“A Euro- 
sceptic? Churchill? Never”, 27 
September). 

As a lifelong Conservative - he 
always paid 50 per cent of their 
election expenses in Southend 
East - Eric Cole regarded 
Churchill’s words on the Sc human 
Plan quoted by Ted Heath as a 
commitment at the 195] election 
to join, and was astonished when 
Anthony Eden in Rome immedi- 
ately ruled it out. 

The very same day, Harold 
Macmillan was telling the Council 
of Europe in Strasbourg that we 
would be taking a full pan. Equally 
astonished, he rushed back to 
Churchill, who said he could not 
interfere with the way Eden ran 
foreign affairs. Churchill was stud; 
with a Eurosceptic foreign minister 
just as Major is stuck with a 
Europhile chancellor. 

Eden’s memoirs, Full Circle, do 
not even mention his reasons for 
his momentous and catastrophic 
derision not to join the Common 
MarkeL 

My father lived to see the sad 
failure of Macmillan's application 
to join. But he was not without 
hope: virtually his last political 
comment to me was: “I like the 
look of that young man Heath!” 
DEREK J COLE 
St Leonards on Sea, East Sussex 

Sin In the rarefied and 
misinformed debate over the 
European single currency, and 
whether or not Britain should join, 
let us not end up with the euro by 
the back door. 

If the euro is launched on time, 
with France and Germany in the 
first cohort of countries involved, it 
seems likely that the euro will 
become increasingly important as a 
global currency. 

With a strong euro across the 
water, how many people in Britain 
would open accounts m euro at 
their loral bank in order to save 
themselves money when going 
abroad on holiday or business, as 
well as to safeguard themselves 
against the likely devaluation of the 
pound? I would. 

ROBIN PRIOR 
London E8 


Pestering by 
charities 

Sin Andrew Gentles (Letters, 27 
September) is certamty not alone. 
My recent contributions to charity 
have elicited many requests (both 
by letter and telephone) for further 
donations, as well as bools of raffle 
tickets, leaflets for lobbying local 
retailers, requests lo distribute 
Christmas catalogues and make 
door-io-door collections and, most 
irritatingly of all, a multiple-choice 
questionnaire, purportedly for 
donor research purposes, m which 
each question was along the lines of 
“WiD you send us a further 
donation or would you rather allow 
diUdren/animals/tfae homeless to 
be starved/torturcd/exphited?” 

I cannot help feeling that the 
cost of this futile pestering has 
probably used up a si gnifica nt 
proportion of my initial modest 
contributions. Those charities that 
simply send me an information 
sheet explaining how my money 

will be spent arc the most likely to 

benefit from my continued support 

ANDYTYE 

Horsham, West Sussex 
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Other Israeli 
leaders had 
shied away 
from opening 
the tunnel in 
Jerusalem for 
fear of igniting 
a powder keg 
Benjamin 
Netanyahu did 
it, without even 
warning his 
own ministers. 
What sort of 
man is he? 
Patrick 
Cockburn 
reports 



A very strange 



F or Benjamin Net- 
anyahu, it is his first 
crisis as prime min- 
ister of Israel. For 
many Israelis and 
Palestinians, the crisis, perhaps 
the first of many, is about Net- 
anyahu as prime minister. 

There is no doubt that he 
ignited i'L By opening an exit to 
a tunnel from the main Jewish 
Jewish site in Jerusalem - the 
Western Wall - in the middle of 
the Muslim quarter, he was 
bound to provoke a strong 
Palestinian reaction. 

Twice before, Israeli govern- 
ments had delayed opening the 
tunnel because they thought it 
would provoke violence. But 
laic one night last week, a team 
of Israeli workers, instructed by 
Netanyahu and protected by 
armed guards, opened up a grey 
steel gate on the side of a stone 
ramp leading to a Palestinian 
boys' school in the Via Dolorosa. 

For 150 years, governments 
- Ottoman, British and Israeli 
- had avoided changing the reli- 
gious status quo in Jerusalem. 


but Netanyahu did so without 
even informing his own chief of 
staff. “It was the act of a macho 
teenager," says Yaron Ezrahi, a 
leading Israeli political scientist 

A hundred days after be took 
office, Israelis are still mystified 
by Benjamin Netanyahu's polit- 
ical personality. It is a curious 
mixture of ideological fanati- 
cism combined with an obses- 
sion about presentation. 

“It all comes down to public 
relations, and that alone is 
important to Netanyahu." 
writes Nahum Barnea, an 
Israeli commentator. This trait 
is combined, he continues, with 
a determination to concentrate 
power on himself. “In the tun- 
nel affair, “ says Barnea. “this 
has left a gaping wound in his 
relations with his defence min- 
ister. Officials from the army 
and the GSS, who played a sta- 
bilising, restraining role with 
the previous government, have 
been forced to retreat." 

Replacing them are a small 
group of advisers, wholly 
dependent on Netanyahu and 


ail without experience of gov- 
ernment. Horns before the tun- 
nel was opened. Dore Gold, the 
prime minister’s America-born 
adviser on foreign affairs, was 
seeing King Hussein in Jordan, 
though he did not inform him 

- and may not have been told 

- about what was about to hap- 
pen in Jerusalem. The real for- 
eign minister, David Levy, is a 
sworn enemy of Netanyahu, to 
whom he refused to speak for 
the three years up to just before 
the last election. 

The ideological purist in the 
inner cirde around Mr Netan- 
yahu is David Bar-Dan, a 66- 
ycar-old former concert pianist 
of extreme right-wing views, 
who was bora in Haifa but 
spent much of his life in Amer- 
ica. As editor of the Jerusalem 
Post, he wrote a weekly column 
in which he discovered anti- 
Israeli and anti-Semitic senti- 
ments in such unlikely places as 
the columns of The New York 
Times. As the violence ebbed 
last weekend, he single- 
handedly increased tension by 
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suggesting that Israel’s with- 
drawal from Hebron be recon- 
sidered. He added that it might 
be time to think about disarm- 
ing the 30,000 Palestinian police 
- something which would 
inevitably mean a war. 

Gold and Bar-Uan have 
much in common with Netan- 
yahu himself. Like him they 
spent much of their lives in the 
US. and their ideological back- 
ground is as much American 
neo-conservatism in the Eight- 
ies as it is traditional Zionism. 

Their views are unlikely to be 
moderated by a third important 
member of the prime minister's 
inner group, Avigdor Lieber- 
man, director-general of the 
prime minister’s office. An 
immigrant from Moldavia, he 
helped to run the campaign 
that made Netanyahu leader of 
the Likud party in 1993, and as 
a reward was made party man- 
ager. As he purged all whose 
loyalty to the new leader he sus- 
pected. he made many enemies. 
The fortnightly Jerusalem 
Report says: “The kinder souls 
nicknamed him KGB; the more 
acerbic called him Rasputin." 

From the events of the past 
week, il would be easy to con- 
struct a conspiracy theory in 
which Netanyahu and his advis- 
ers decide to provoke a violent 
incident to be used as an excuse 
to end peace talks with the 
Palestinians. There is doubt 
about their attitude to the 
peace process so far. “The Oslo 
accords were mistaken," said 
David Bar-Dan on taking office. 
“They were bad. The fact is that 
we inherited them and we have 
to get out of the bramble bush." 

The affair of the tunnel could 


have been an attempt to get out 
of the bramble bush. Netan- 
yahu could have frozen the 
Oslo accords, claiming that the 
fighting proved that Yitzhak 
Rabin and Shimon Peres, the 
former prime ministers, had 
given Palestinians too much 
independence. There is no 
doubt that many Israelis would 
have believed him. 

I n fact. Netanyahu has 
done nothing of the 
sort He said he* looked 
forward to the peace 
talks with the Palestini- 
ans being resumed. But be also 
said that he would not discuss 
the tunnel at the Washington 
summit His officials denied 
that he would make any con- 
cessions to Yasser Arafat, the 
leader of the PLO, on with- 
drawal from Hebron, release of 
prisoners, or progressive with- 
drawal of Israeli troops from 
the West Bank. These were ail 
agreed under the Oslo agree- 
ment last year. 

In a sense, Netanyahu wants 
to have his cake arm eat it to 
make no concessions to Pales- 
tinians, bat expect them and the 
Arab states to offer peace and 
security; to oppose Oslo, but 
offer no alternative to it. 

Increasingly, Israeli com- 
mentators look for psycholog- 
ical rather than strictly political 
reasons for the prime minister's 
behaviour. Prof Fjirahi says 
that when Netanyahu was 
elected, be used to think that he 
might turn out to be a prag- 
matist or ideologue. Now he 
thinks that “his actions are 
emotional rather than calcu- 
lated. He is controlled by events 


rather than controlling Them. 
He oould overreact at any time. 
Here is a leadership faDare of 
colossal dimensions.” 

Nahum Hamm, comparing 
Arafat and Netanyahu, Brens ~ 
the Palestinim leader to a sly 
fax and the Israeli prime, min- 
ister to “a peacock willing to 
blind himself by keeping his 
eyes on his own feathers". 
Across the Israeli political spec- 
trum there is gowmg agree- 
men t that SenjaminNetanyahn 
is a vfciy strange bnd indeed. *• 

PecnW thwgh’Netaayahu’s 
political personality may be, It 
is rooted in a personal hisfoiy 
which is very distinct. His 
grandfather, a religious Zionist 
and distinguished Talmudic 
scholar, emigrated from Wir- 
saw to Palestine in 1920. His 
father, Ben-Zion, once secre- 
tary of Vladimir Jabotinsky, 
the father figure of the Israeli 
right, became a distinguished 
historian of the Spanish Inqui- 
sition. Feeling discriminated 
against by Labour governments 
in Israel, be moved to the US. 
Benjamin, his second son, was 
born in 1949, and moved with 
his father to America at tire age 
of 14. His brother Jonathan was 

killed commanding the Israeli 

raid on Entebbe in 1976, and 
Benjamin himself had a distin- 
guished, but not spectacular 
miHtajy career. 

The baste of his political suc- 
cess was to exploit his Israeli 
background in the US and his 
American links in JteraeL His 
rise was spectacular. In 1979, he 
was a manager of the “Rim" 
furniture factory, where he was 
known at his skill for promo- 
tions. He had also founded, in 


memory of his brother, an insti- 
tute dedicated to fight “inter- 
national terror”. But his real 
breakthrough came in 1982, 
when Moshe Arens, then 
Israel's -foreign minister, 
needed somebody in the Israeli 
embassy in Washington who 
cordd explain the invasion of 
Lebanon on American televi- 
sion. W ithin two yeais he was 
Israels ambassador to the UN, 
a post in which he was so fre- 
quently on television that a 
poll in the US showed that' 
many Americans believed that 
he was their ambassador. His 
UN speeches were also highly 
publicised in Israeli. 

It was in America that Net- 
anyahu first encountered advis- 
ers such as Dore Gold and a 
cadre of loyalists. They helped 
him to enter the Knesset and 
win the party leadership in 
1993. He was also extremely 
well-financed by wealthy right- 
wing American Jews. Labour 
party leaders such as Yitzhak 
Rabin despised him, but also 
tended to under-estimate him. 

He was as ambitious and un- 
relenting as any American pol- 
itician. In a single television 
debate before the general elec- 
tion in May, he crushed Shimon 
Peres by endless repeating, in 
the wake of the suicide bombs 
' planted by Hamas, the Islamic 
militants, that Israeli children 
no longer dared to [board a bus. 
He promised “peace with secu- 
rity", and enough Israelis be-- 
(ievedium to give him a razor- 
thin victory. . 

Netanyahu’s will to power, 
was impressive. Once in office, ' 
he tried to construct a presi- 
dential system focusing all 


authority on himseitGca Ariel 
Sharodi one of the architects of 
his victory, suddenly found that 
he wai going to be left out of 
the Cabinet. Only a covert 
affiance with David Levy, the 
foreign minister, saved him. 
The army, suspected of Labour 
sympathies, was no longer con- 
sulted. New advisers, none of 
them wdl Jtnonn in Israel, were 
visibly in control. Not even 
right-wing settlers on the West 
Bank, who had voted «« masse 
for Netanyahu, were sure if he 
really supported them. 

It is not as if Netanyahu had 
not explained -his views at 
length m several books. They 
showed him to be deeply sen- 
sitive towards the public rela- 
tions aspects of any political 
event, but otherwise to seek 
explanations in conspiracies. 
The way to deal with Arabs was 
not to raise their expectations 
- a mistake of the Labour gov- 
ernment - and so eosure that 
they would come to heel. 

After the election, the Oslo 
peace accords, frozen since the 
suicide bombs earlier in the 
year, remained on bold. But 
there were also a series of hum- 
iliations for the Palestinians: a 
meeting with Yasser Arafat was 
long delayed, and when it did 

. homefof disabled^ dafldren in 
the Old City of Jerusalem was 
suddenlydanolisbed because it 
<fid not have a licence. 

Palestinian anger was build- 
ing up. But Netanyahu seems to 
revel in these overt displays of 
Israeli power. There was no 
recognition that Oslo acknow- 
ledged a certain balance of 
power between Israel and the 
Palestinians - though much in 
favour of the former. The 
Intifada (uprising) on the West 
Bank and in Gaza after 1987 
had shown that the Israeli occu- 
pation could not go. oh' as 
before. Netanyahu’s attitude 
appeared to be that Palestinian 
demands for human, dvil and 
national rights had no mass 
support and that their denial 
would have no consequences. 

Netanyahu and his govern- 
ment sail portray the crisis 
about the tunnel as a put-up job 
by Arafat. The Palestinian 
leader responded that if they 
were so sure be was exploiting 
the tunnel issue, why had they 
provided him with such an 
opportunity? 

In fact, any perceived threat 
to the Muslim religious sanc- 
tuaries had always led to a furi- 
ous Palestinian reaction. In 
1990, 17 Palestinians were 
killed when they rushed to 
defend al-Aqsa when a Jewish 
fundamentalist group put up 
posters saying that they were 
going to fake it over. 

Prof Ezrahi says he feats that 
Netanyahu may not be an ide- 
ologue or a pragmatist, but a 
man uncertain of his own ends. 
He is against Oslo, but has 
offered no alternative. “For 
three months he let uncer- 
tainty mount,” writes Naham 
Barnea. “The punishment for 
. the waiting was.heavy: 70 vic- 
tims with 14 Israelis among 
them. A serious blow has hit 
Israel's economic future. There 
is a breach in relations with the 
Arab world. There is the fear 
of terror. No tunnel could 
possibly he worth this kind of 
punishment." 


Party Conference Is that a new game show? 



Miles 

Kington 

Could you please explain the 
party conference season to me? 

Yes. It is the continuation 
of the ally season by other 
means. 

What is sidy about the 
party conference season? 

what isn’t? 

No, seriously, arm ’t the 
party conferences important? 

Then what is the point of 
the conference season? 

Well, if notiiing else, it is 
proof positive that the 
different political parties can 
get together and organise 


something properly. 

What can they organise? 

They can organise the 
sequence of the party con- 
ferences in ascending order of 
current importance, so that 
the tiddlers like the Greens 
and Plaid Qrmm go first, the 
middling minnows like the 
Lib Dems and SNP go next, 
then the big boys come lasL 

Is that aS they can organise? 

Yes. Nothing else. 

Why do people take the 
party conferences so seriously? 

Nobody does. Except the 
people who take part in 
them and the people who 
report them. It is all pan of 
one big game called party 
politics, which is played by 
the politicians and the 
media people, and nobody 
else. You must never fall 
into the trap of taking the 
side of An an Ford against 
Kenneth Garke or vice 
versa, because Anna Ford 
and Kenneth Clarke are 
players in the same game, 
both pretending that party 
politics are really, really, 
really, REALLY important. 

Bui they are not? 

Lord bless you, no. Party 
politics bears the same 
relation to real politics as 


Neighbours does to the 
theatre. 

Tbu mean, party polities is 
just another soap opera? 

Fm afraid so. The only 
difference between party 
politics and other soap 
operas is that whereas other 
soap operas are rehearsed 
and scripted in advance, 
party politics tends to be 
improvised and off the cuff. 
That is why it is so dreary. 
But it is also why people find 
it fascinating - because of 
the chance of a mistake or 
an unexpected gaffe. 

Isn't it a great strain for 
politicians to improvise ad the 
time? 

Yes. And in fact they 
don'L Most of what they say 
and do is tightly scripted. 

But they pretend it isn’t 

B by are party conferences 
important? ■ 

They are not They are 
simply morale-boosting 
occasions for the party 
concerned. 

Then why are they 
broadcast? 

Because, as I was trying to 
explain, broadcasters and 
journalists and spin doctors 
and party politicians are all 
in the pretence together. It 


makes the media feel 
important to be given access 
to the conference hah. It 
makes journalists fee! 
important to be taken on 
one side by a Cabinet 
minis ter or invited to some 
influential party. The rest of 
us couldn't give a toss. 

Party conferences are like - 
toe Edinburgh Festival. If 
you are actually there, it 
seems the most exciting place 
in the world to be. lb the 
rest of the world it means 
nothing, and they can’t see 
why anyone covers it. 

Hmm. Then who watches . 
> conferences being 


Broadcasters. Party 

politicians. 

Nobody else? 

Yes. The asual people 
who switch on daytime TV 
because they are bored. 

What do they make of 
party conferences? ' * 

They assume it is some 
kmd of game show they have 
never come across before, 
and they sit there for hours 
trying to work out die rules: 

What would seem to be 
the rules of a party 
conference to someone who 
thought ii was a game show? 


He would think that the ' 
idea of die game was a) to 
shout as loud as possible 
even though youVe got a 
microphone and have no 
need to raise your voice; 
b) get the rest of the people 
sitting in the hall to cheer all 
at the same time. 

That sounds a very boring 
game. 

It is. Every year the BBC 
gets floods of letters about . 
this new game show called 
Party Conference , 
complaining that it is neither 
funny nor exciting. 

Then how would you 
recommend lhat I get through 
the party conference season 
vmout having it dram to ny 
attention? 

The only way you can 
begin to guarantee it is by 
setting off on a yacht race 
round the world going the 
wrong away against the 
prevailing winds. 

■ Good heavens. WereadJ.t 
those people setting off in the 
BT race down.the Channel ft 
heavy seas jus trying to get 
away from the party • - 
conference broadcasts? 

I can't think of any othcc 
sensible reason. ^ . 

Thank you very much, 'it 
-3T 
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Labour’s ruin or 
redemption lies 
kith Gordon Brown 


w 


hat’s happened to 
Gordon Brown? The 
opening of his speech 
yesterday fizzed with jokes. He 
has lost over a stone in weight, 
after punishing himself, typi- 
cally single-mindedly, with a 
daily five-mile run on the tread- 
mill of a Westminster gym. 

Dose friends say he is suddenly 
more at case with hims elf. Is it 
that he‘s having more fun? He 
is. Is it that he has got a lot of 
his own way in the past year? 

He has. Or is it that he now 
subconsciously realises how 
utterly pivotal he will be to the 
man to whom he trauznatically 
yielded up the leadership in 
1994? He will be. 

There was a lot Brown didn't 
say yesterday. He said nothing 
about the top rate of tax and 
whether a new one will be 
imposed on those earning more 
than £100,000. He referred to 
monetary union only to bait the 
Tories. But. by foreshadowing 
integration of the tax and ben- 
efits system. Brown plans to 
conclude the quest that Nigel 
Lawson reluctantly abandoned. 

We now know for certain that 
he intends to be a radically tax- 
reforming chancellor. 

The commonplace view about 
Labour is that it is too timid to 
declare its hand about what sort 
of government it would be. 

Brown had done quite a lot even 
before yesterday to tell us what 
sort of chancellor he would be. 

In the process some blood was 
spilt, some bones broken. Brawn 
can be charming and funny in 
private. He reads widely; he' has 
a deep cultural hinterland But 
he can be brutal when crossed. 

To still opposition to his relent- 
less advance across the electoral 
battlefield, he has sometimes 
cajoled, as often bullied, his col- 
leagues into line. 

The ending of child benefit 
for parents of the 16s to ISs is 
a case in point. For David Blunkcit, now a ris- 
ing star of modernisation, this was an oppor- 
tunity - not least because it put him in charge 
of an educational allowance to help poorer 
children to stay at school. Blunkeil became an 
ally. Chris Smith, then Shadow' Social Security 
Secretary, objected, unwilling to accept that 
benefits for low income groups should be 
financed by removing them off the better off. 
Smith was summarily switched and replaced by 
Harriet Hannan. Tire proposal was Brown's 
own. Blair backed it, but only after carefully 
weighing up the real electoral risks. The big 
advantage was that it helped to prove, first, that 
Brown was serious about containing spending. 
It was bold proof that ministers would have to 
save before they could spend. And. secondly, 
there was more’ than rhetoric to Blair's stated 
goal of reforming the welfare slate. There had 
been a lot of warm words about tough choices, 
but this was the real thing. A dam was 
breached. Suddenly, it no longer looks so 
inconceivable that a Labour government might 
tax child hencfii for higher-rate payers. 

Browns constant desire to give himself space 
as chancellor is apparent in the p re -conference 
deal he brokered on pensions - a deal that 
leaves intact Labour's freedom to channel 
increases in pensions to the poorest rather than 
those who don’t need them. 

But it is ev ident, too, in his position on mon- 
etary union, that Brown is not ns doctrinal ly 
committed to EMU as Kenneth Clarke. He has 
a deep sense of the potential of staying out 
That’s why. ideally, he would like a manifesto 
wording on EML! sufficiently in favour to allow 
a Labour government, if ncccssarv. to claim that 



Donald 

Macmtyre 

The fact 
is that 
without 
Brown the 
party’s 
centre of 
gravity 
would start 
to slip, 
perhaps 
irrevocably, 
away 
from the 
modernisers. 
Blair would 
be exposed 


electoral victory gave it a man- 
date and that a referendum is 
unnecessary. He recognises that 
all the experience of previous 

Labour governments is to post- 
pone difficult decisions until it’s 
too late - the IMF crisis of 
exactly 20 years ago being the 
outstanding example. 

A temporarily unpopular 
Labour government might not 
win a referendum, especially 
one fought out against an anti- 
EMU Tory party. Brown’s 
toughness, therefore, isn't in 
doubt. He is a driven politician, 
more so in some ways than his 
leader. 

You quite easily imagine 

Blair leaving politics in the 
event, scarcely thinkable in the 
optimistic atmosphere of Black- 
pool, of Labour suffering its 
fifth defeat It's almost impos- 
sible to imagine Brown doing 
so. And if you doubt his impor- 
tance, simply consider for a 
moment a Shadow Cabinet 
without him. Robin Cook may 
dispute what he was reported as 
saying about the need not to 
sacrifice the poor to the desire 
for votes in middle England. 
But he thinks it - and more. 
Neo-Keynea’an to the last, he is 
the leading spokesman of the 
left. Blair needs him, too, not 
only because of his abilities but 
because of the constituency he 
delivers in the run-up to the 
election. It is fortunate that 
Cook and Brown, the two 
cleverest men in the Shadow 
Cabinet, get on better with 
Tony Blair than they do with 
each other. It’s fortunate, too, 
that for all the weekend tremors 
Cook is as single-minded about 
victory as his colleagues. But 
the fact is that without Brown 
the parly's centre of gravity 
would start to slip, perhaps 
irrevocably, away Rom the 
modernisers. Blair would be 
exposed in a way it would be 
impossible to imagine him being when he stands 
up to speak this afternoon. 

Brawn also knows how to translate the tough 
messages of modernisation into a language that 
the party can understand, has spoken for 
decades. It’s apparent in the case of child ben- 
efit and pensions, where Brown has started to 
challenge, in terms distinctively of the left, the 
assumption that it is passible to have at the same 
lime both universal benefit and redistribution. 

Brawn has started to show that ending some 
universal benefits can be a means of redistribu- 
tion. Whatever its other virtues, it doesn't under- 
pin social justice to - as he put it yesterday - 
“justify the wife of a millionaire receiving child 
benefit for a teenager over 16 when the mother 
of an unemployed teenager does not". 

But it's apparent, too. in his familiar warn- 
ing yesterday that rising inflation hits the poor 
hardest, or in the invocation of Aneurin Sevan 
to preach the tough language of priorities. 
Those in the conference hall yesterday who 
worry most about where Blair is taking them 
do not love Brown. But even they recognise the 
depth of bis anger about unemployment. And 
they are beginning to recognise his centra) mes- 
sage yesterday that drastic tax cuts for the 
working poor can offer more hope than 
increases in demeaning benefits. They also 
know that he belongs to the tribe in a way that 
they are not quite sure that Blair does. It’s fair 
to assume that after the leadership trauma of 
199 4. it can never quite be glad confident morn- 
ing again for the Blair-Brown friendship. But 
it is mdispe risible for what Blair wants to do 
in power. Still the closest, it is now also the 
most important relationship in British politics. 



muck in Ambridge 


T he bucolic bliss of a coun- 
try childhood - it's an 
image that everyone 
shares, even those who grew up 
as townies. But sex and death 
are the foots of life and the sins 
of the 20th century exist even 
in villages, even in the fictional 
hamlet of Ambridge. 

It was ever thus, but you 
would never know it from the 
lamentations of those protest- 
ing that The Archers, 46 years 
old, has shed its cosy, tradi- 
tional chintz and is rampaging 
naked through the garden of 
political correctness. 

The furore was sparked by 
William Smethurst, a former 
producer and author of a vitri- 
olic book attacking the pro- 
gramme’s present editor, 
Vanessa Whitburn, and describ- 
ing the show as “a ferment of 
greed, sexual passion and fam- 
ily discord, ratial hatred and 
rampant, radical feminism”. 

This comes as something of 
a shock to the average listener, 
trying feverishly to remember 
an episode that could provoke 
such a lurid reaction - Lizzie’s 
spats with Nigel Pargeter’s 
mum? Neil Carter’s almost- 
affair with the wicked Mo? Phil 
Archer taking up cooking? 
Radical? Perhaps Mr Smeth- 
iirst means that many women 
work in Ambridge, some out- 
side the house. 

The flames of the “Archers 
row” were farmed tins weekend 
by claims that Tony Parkin, the 
agricultural story editor. Is 
resigning because he, too, is fed 
up with the changes wrought in 
Ambridge. He declined to com- 
ment, but a BBC spokesman 
pointed out that Mr Parkin, 
who gave the show almost a 
year's notice, will be 70 when he 
bows out in November. 

Yet, despite the complaints 
of Mr Smethurst, the reality in 
many rural areas makes the 
Ambridge of today’s airwaves 
look rather like the village in 
aspic he aspires to. Bro ms- 
grove, the model for Borch- 
ester, the town nearest to 
Ambridge in the series, offers 
mouth-watering fore for the 
Archers script-writers. 

A short visit yesterday sug- 
gested just a few of the local 
conflicts. The local Tory MP, 
Roy Thomason, has decided to 
abandon the battle for Bro ms- 
grove at the next election, after 
a business venture ran into 
financial problems. Council 
plans to build an arts, leisure 
and shopping complex on the 
town's recreation ground are 
also certain to spark local 
protests. 

Brian Outer- no relation to 
the fictional Susan and Neil - 
has been burgled twice in the 
past year. "Bromsgrove used to 
be like a village, but now it’s 
grown into a big town,’’ Mr 
Carter, a taxi driver, said, “A lot 
of kids are taking crack, ecstasy 
and cannabis - even the 14- 
year-olds.” 

Actually the drug abuse por- 
trayed in The Archers is rather 
low key in comparison - the 
rebellious Kate Aldridge using 
marijuana and ecstasy, her 
boyfriend Roy disapproving of 


by Emma Daly and Richard Smith 



Tve been listening to The Archers 
for 40 years and I think the 
scrqjhvriters are being realistic’ 


it A survey of sehool-children 
in East Sussex found that 20 per 
cent of 14- and 15-year-okls nad 
tried an illegal drug. 

West Mercia Police recently 
set up roadblocks in an opera- 
tion to stop hundreds of party- 
goers from holding a rave in a 
village near Bromsgrove, while 
the latest edition of the Broms- 
grove Messenger tells of a 15- 
year-old trapped inside a Metro 
after he crashed while being 
chased by a police car. 

“The whole atmosphere has 
completely changed. I've been 
listening to The Archers for 40 
years and I think the scriptwrit- 
ers are being realistic,” Mr 
Carter said. "There is violence 
at weekends when people come 
out of the pubs." All of which 
is for worse than the type of 
trouble that happens in 
Ambridge, where punters tend 


to slip in to The Bull for a sin- 
gle pint, rather than lounging 
around until closing time. 

Much has been made by 
Archers' critics of the fact that 
the landlord of the rival Cat and 
Fiddle has been outed as a 
homosexual. Given the often- 
quoted statistic that one in 10 
men is gay, this does not seem 
excessive; not all gay men live 
in London or Manchester. 

And the town of Droitwich, 
near Bromsgrove, boasts a vjear 
almost too exciting for The 
Archers. Apparently the Rev 
Ron Waters, angered by the 
building of 200 houses on 
green-belt land, stormed out of 
a council meeting shouting 
“Hitler is back, Sieg Heil”. I 
can’t see Ambridge's (female) 
vicar going that far. 

Mr Smethurst also criticised 
a story-line in which the Asian 


solicitor, Usba Gupta, is 
attacked by racist thugs. 
“These things just don't hap- 
pen,” he said. But they do, and 
the isolation felt by black and 
Asian Britons living in the 
country can be worse than the 
pressures of the city. 

Which leaves sex. A double 
entendre last year between 
John Archer, who breeds 
organic pigs, and his girlfriend 


Hayiey Jordan -“Tve got to get 
my pork set up"; “Oh John pot 
in public" -upset Mary White- 
house (“It's a sad day when 
smut comes to Ambridge,” she 
said at the time). How on earth 
did shecope in the 1960s, with, 
for example, the birth of Jen- 
nifer Aldridge's illegitimate 
child Adam ? Or, far that mat- 
ter, with Jennifer's four chil- 
dren by three men? 

Rural life, the critics say, is 
just not as interesting as Radio 
4's version. Tbny Finn, a busi- 
nessman in Bromsgrove* thinks 
“the scriptwriters have got it 
wrong if they are hying to pro- 
ject startling events they hope 
will appeal to townies and big- 
dty folk”. He said the team 
“should come down to the local 
pub and listen to the gossip”, 
adding that: “I suspect they 
would find it all rather boring.” 

And so would the listeners. 
The Archers is not supposed to 
be a fly-on-the-wall documen- 
tary, it's entertainment, fiction, 
drama. Actually, though, the 
story-lines in The Archers are 
mostly concerned with all our 
daily cares - work, the family, 
love affaire, requited or not - 
the writers have always pulled 
dramatic stories out when nec- 
essary. 

It is no longer intended to 
educate formers about warble- 
fly, but in the recent past has 
addressed the BSE scare, the 
possibility that badgers can 
infect cattle with TB and how 
to deal with a bat infestation. 

But as it began in didactic 
mode, so it needed a story to 
sugar the pflL “People have this 
sort of fond memory of The 
Archers as being ail cosy teas 
around the table at Brookfield, 
and what they forget is it was 
written for many years by the 
two writers who wrote Dick 
Barton Secret Agent," said Keri 
Davies, senior producer at The 
Archers. “They told people rip- 
ping yarns, and that is how they' 
dragged them in as listeners." 

In earlier years, listeners 
grappled with the death of 
Doris Archer in a barn fire, the 
revelation that a retired officer 
was in fact a British spy, and 
Ibm Forrest’s acquittal on 
manslaughter charges - be shot 
Bob Larkin dead in a fight 
shortly after the latter had made 
eyes at Tom’s girlfriend Prue. 

Despite the false memory 
syndrome so beloved of the 
British and summed up by John 
Major as warm beer and old 
aunts cycling, the countryside 
and those who live in it arc just 
as red in tooth and daw as 
townies. And so are The 
Archers. But don’t worry too. 
much, Mr Smethurst - it’s all 
made up. 


From our own 500 correspondents 



I t's a case of elephantiasis that onh 
shows once a year, at party con- 
ference time. This week ihe BBC 
has more lhan 40U staff at the Labour 
Party conference in Blackpool, and 
more than 500 converging on Bourne- 
mouth for the Conservative confer- 
ence next week. 

Even it the BBC offered wall-io- 
wal! coverage t live coverage of the 
conferences is confined to a couple of 
hours morning and afternoon over 
four days), even if wc generously 
allowed that some of that legion of 
accreditations were executives in suits 
down to the seaside to do a bit of glad- 
handing, that would be lar too many. 

When the Director-General’s cele- 
brated drinks party at the conference 
is costed, together with trains, hotels 
and meals, the licence Tee-supported 
BBC wiU he unlikely to get much 
change from £lm. and that’s exclud- 
ing telephone and cable and salary 
costs- And the onii? again next week 
at the Tory conference. 

Tbe BBC says it can't give a total of 
those who “do politics": nor docs it 
have figures for the total of “political” 
outpuL 

The political hordes arc only dtmlv 
veu the res* the year, because there 
s a tP / " tt agreement to keep it that way 
ivwtfeh MPs. the BBC and the news- 
iaper lobby correspondents { some of 
rhoms 61 ““ httle earners from reg- 
larBBC interviews). 

Tj,e BBC has built a political 
empire- with many of its troops cos- 
seted in lavish studios and offices on 
MjUbank. opposite the Houses of Par- 
liament. Others are garrisoned in 

G3 


Does John Birtfs BBC really need so many political staff? 
The licence-fee payer should be told, says David Walker 


Broadcasting House, Bush House and 
Television Centre. They are there to 
serve the public, enriching our demo- 
cracy by reporting the derring-do of 
parties and Parliament. Instead, there 
is a good case that the massive scale 
of BBC coverage merely diminishes 
the public interest in politics. 

Under BBC Westminsters empire- 
buildcr-in-chief, Samir Shah, 1 10 full- 
lime journalists cover Parliament, 
overseen by 40 managers and assis- 
tants, with all the studio managers, 
engineers and technical staff to be 
counted on top. if Robin Oakley, the 
BBC’s political editor, were to fall 
under one of the racehorses he writes 
about each week for The Spectator, at 
least 11 further BBC lobby corre- 
spondents could step in. 

Tony Blair's press secretary', Alastair 
Campbcil. stopped there in his recent 
complaint about how oppressive this 
weight of numbers can feel day to day. 
His sums need adding to. The several 
scores of people actually producing 
live official coverage of the Com- 
mons and Lords are separate and 
extra. There is the World Service - two 
dedicated British domestic political 
reporters, plus producers and 
reporters from various of the foreign 
language services who seem to think 
their audiences need on-the-spot cov- 
erage from party conferences. 

But a full accounting of the BBC's 
political commitment needs to take in 



many of the rest of BBC News and 
Current Affairs’ 1.100 journalists (plus 
at least 150 freelances and part-timers, 
plus at least 750 studio managers and 
technical staff doing news-related 
work, plus 600 managers and assis- 
tants). How many of them are also pol- 
iticking? 

Radio 4’s Today, The World at One 
and the other “sequence” programmes 
on radio each have several staff work- 
ing almost full-time telephoning min- 
isters and their shadows and, when 
they will not bite, also-ran MPs. Then 
there arc the (dozen) political spe- 
cialists employed by the BBC’s Eng- 
lish regions, plus another political 
apparatus for both Wales and Scot- 


land. Producers and reporters from 
local radio stations regularly arrive at 
Millbank to claim “their” slice of the 
parliamentary pie. 

On top of cats small army, there is 
the BBC Chief Political Adviser. Then 
there are the weekly programmes dip- 
ping in and out of politics to different 
degrees, such as Panorama, whose 
edition last night on spin doctoring 
inspired Mr Campbell to uncork his 
popgun on BBC staff numbers. 

Officially, “political programmes” 
amount to only 505 hours of radio and 
television output a year. But ip fact, 
politics makes up a huge fraction of 
weekly programmes, including Ques- 
tion Time . On The Record, and news 
bulletins. “Politics is cheap,” said one 
executive, not sardonically. ButstiU the 
question hangs there: why so many? 

The official answer - they are 
needed to supply the 11.000 hours of 
radio and television news and current 
affairs output - won’t do. It is neces- 
sary instead to understand the BBC’s 
unique system of internal competition. 

Radio Five Live wants a different 
sound from the piece that you hear on 
the i»ws summary on Radfo 2. ThePAf 
programme on Radio 4 at five in the 
afternoon wants a different and fresher 
“angle" rhan The World at One, and so 
on, through to the Nine O'Clock News 
and NeKsnighL This merry-go-round 
creates a "feeding frenzy” and a des- 
perate desire for novelty. No one stops 


to ask just how much Westminster cov- 
erage the nation needs. 

The BBC's real problem is a fixa- 
tion on party politics to the exclusion 
of matters of power and policy. Mr 
Shah has been encouraged to expand 
and aw people attend party confer- 
ences because those in control of its 
output demand yet more Westminster 
politics. And that reflects the iron in 
the BBC's soul: because it is, albeit at 
one remove, an organ of state, it is 
political from top to toe. 

Let me here declare a personal 
interest, somewhat more serious than 
the fact that I, like Alastair Campbell, 
was recently treated to a BBC prom- 
enade concert and dinner afterwards. 
For two unhappy years I was the 
BBC’s Urban Affairs Correspondent, 
the principal part of which brief was 
covering a different kind of politics, to 
do with local authorities, quangos, the 

politics of policy and spemfing- Did the 

editors of Today or the Nine O’Clock 
News want such stuff? Only to a very 
limited extent. Despite all die evidence 
that formal politics puts people off, the 
BBC chums it ouL 

Under John Birt, BBC News and 
Current Affairs has grown massively 
- by 9 per cent over the year to 1995- 
96. At the same time, public discon- 
tent with formal politics has grown 
apace. Tbny Hall, chief executive of 
BBC News, admits that younger view- 
ers and listeners are switching off in 
droves. The more people see and 
hear of their elected representatives, 
the less they seem to like. Could 
there possdbiy be some relationship 
between the two? 
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TO HEALTH. 
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A DOCTOR WHEN 
YOU’RE WELL. 


As any doctor will tdl you, prevention is better 
than cure- and that’s the simple idea behind BUPA 
Health Monitor, a health screening programme 
which can help detect the early signs of health 
problems. 

There’s a full health assessment - covering a 
range of tests from blood analysis to cardiovas- 
cular fitness. We then continue to monitor your 
health and even assign you a personal health 
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or to make an appointment, phone 0800 616 029 
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stay that way. 
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UK banks falter over 





Sir Alaistair Morton: Said that 
architecture of deal 'in place’ 


MICHAEL HARRISON 

Eurotunnel shares were sus- 
pended yesterday as speculation 
mounted that the Channel tun- 
nel operator will announce a 
deal on the rescheduling of Its 
£8bn debt mountain in the next 
week. 

Talks in London over the 
weekend between the company 
and representatives of its its 220- 
strong banking syndicate al- 
most produced an agreement 
But an announcement was pre- 
vented by the reluctance of 
leading British banks to accept 
sane of the detailed terms of the 
restructuring which will see a 


large chunk of the bank debt 

swopped for equity. 

“Wj came within a whisker of 

an agreement within the last few 

days," said one source close to 
the talks. “There is still a gap but 
it is bridegable. All the parties 
involved want a deal. It just re- 
quires one more heave.” 

The price at which the shares 
were suspended, 113 Sp, is just 
2p short of their high for the 
year. 

Eurotunnel said it had re- 
quested the suspension pen ding 
an announcement from the 
President of the French com- 
mercial court who appointed 
two mandataires ad hoc to me- 


World-wide shake-up 
of Rothschild dynasty 


PETER RODGERS 

Financial Editor 

The Rothschilds are poised to 
announce a big reorganisation 
that will mark a step on the road 
towards integrating the banking 
dynasty’s world-wide businesses. 

The expected changes are 
part of a long awaited manage- 
ment shake-up to deal with in- 
creasing competitive pressures in 
the investment banking industry. 

A new group investment 
banking committee, chaired by 
Baron David de Rothschild, is to 
coordinate the family's corporate 
finance businesses in London, 
Paris, the rest of continental Eu- 
rope, Hang Kong. Singapore, 
Australia, North Amenta and 
Latin America. 

Baron de Rothschild, S3, was 
the talented French banker 
who resurrected the h anking 
fortunes of the Rothschilds in 
Paris after the family's French 
bank was nationalised by in 
1981. 

He became deputy chairman 
of NM Rothschild, the London 
merchant bank, in 1992. His new 
rale mates him.tbe .hoi favourite . 
to succeed Sir Evelyn de Roth- 
schild as chairman of NM Roth- 
schild. the London merchant 
bank. Sir Evelyn fc-tbe senior 
banker in the Rothschild fami- 
ly- 


As part of the wide ranging 
changes planned at Rothschild, 
Baron de Rothschild is to be- 
come chairman of a newly es- 
tablished company in London, 
NM Rothschild Corporate Fi- 
nance, which win liaise with the 
rest of the empire through the 
new worldwide investment bank- 
ing committee. 

Separately from the moves on 
the investment banking front, 
there are also plans to give a 
clearer identity to all the bank- 
ing businesses in the Rothschild 
empire owned by the fomfly's 
Swiss holding company, Roth- 
schild Continuation Holdings. 

The balance sheets of the in- 
dividual businesses are eventu- 
ally to be published on a group 
wide basis, which is likely to re- 
inforce the trend towards run- 
ning the family businesses as a 
coordinated entity. However, 


emtio n, and does not include 
Rothschild & tie, the French 
business, which does not belong 
to the Swiss holding company. 

RusseU Edey, the present 
head of corporate finance in 
London, is to become deputy 
chairman of NM Rothschild 
Corporate Finance, .the new 
London business set up under 
Baron de Rothschild's chair- 
manship. 

Mr Edey described the new 


group investment banking com- 
mittee committee as “coordi- 
nation rather than integration," 
and made clear that it resulted 
from the rapid changes under 
way in the investment banking 
industry over the last couple of 
years. 

He added “Unless you take 
maximum advantage of the 
strengths and opportunities that 
are open to you, m my view you 
become one of the also-rans, and 
we have no intention of being 
one of the also runs." 

Mr Ede/s job as head of 
corporate finance win be taken 
by two joint chief executives, 
Tony Alt and Keith Palmer, aid- 
ed by three other senior mem- 
bers of the management team, 
Richard Davey, Philip Swat- 
man and Charles Alexander, 
all of whom wiH be managing di- 
rectors. 

The changes in London are 
rapected to include a decision by 
Bemie Myers, the most influ- 
ential of the bank’s four man- 
aging directors, to move into a 
back seat role. 

As part of the changes, Roth- 
schild is thought to be about to 
hire at least one new corporate 
finance executives to join its 
team. 

The London shake-up fol- 
lows the departure of a series of 
senior executives in corporate fi- 
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diate between the company and 
its bankers earlier this year. 

The mandate of the two me- 
diators, the former Cabinet min- 
ister Lord "Wfekeham and Robert 
Badinter, expired at midnight 
and has not been renewed. An 
annQnnceinenl from the COUEt IS 

expected m the next two days. 

The court has the authority to 
begin proceedings to place Eu- 
ortunnel in protective adminis- 
tration, if there is no agreement. 
But observers believe it is more 
likely to give the the two sides a 
short period — perhaps 10 to 14 
days - to reach a final agreement. 

The weekend talks, held on 
what was described as “neutral 


territory" in London, involved 
Eurotunnel and the bank steer- 
ing group. This comprises its 
four agent banks - NatWest, 
Midland, Credit Lyonnnais and 
Banque National de Paris - the 
Eurcnean Investment Bank and 
the European Coal and Steel 
Community. 

On Friday, the Eurotunnel 
board will meet as will its key 25- 
strong committee of instructing 
banks who represent the views 
of the rest of the banking syn- 
dicate. 

Sources suggested last night 
that this could pave the way Tor 
an announcement at the begin- 
ning of next week. 


“The chances of a deal being 
done finall y are better chan 
even," one said Three weeks 
ago Sir Alastarr Morton, who re- 
tires as co-chairman of Euro- 
tunnel at the end of October, 
said die u architectnze r of an 
agreement was in place. He 
added that there were about 


which is why he bad given him- 
self another eight weeks co 
complete them. 

Since then talks are under- 
stood to have progressed quick- 
er than expected- One observer 
said the two sides were “five 
eighths of the way down the 
track." 



nanre and metal trading from 
NM Rothschild earlier this year. 
John Bishop, the bullion spe- 
cialist, went to UBS as aid 
Michael Phair, a privatisation 

specialist, and Anthony Fry, a 
corporate finance high flyer 
went toBZW. 

This led to reports of wide- 
spread dissatisfa ction with Sir 

Evelyn’s rale at the bank, which 
from being one of the top flight 
firms in London has been over- 
shadowed by the rapid growth of 
huge integrated investment 
h anks with enormous capital 
resources. With Schraders, 
Hambros andLazards, it is one 
of a handful of independents left 
in London. 

The bank was also hit by the 
suicide of Amscbel Rothschild, 
head of the fund manag ement 
side, who hanged himself in a 
Paris hotel room. Although said 
to have been an heir apparent 
to Sir Evelyn, it is thought high- 
ly unlikely that he would ever 
have sucoeded to the head of the 
dynasty. 

Baron de Rothschild, al- 
though running a bank that is 
outside the mainstream of the 
family businesses because he and 
his father set it up themselves in 
the early 1980s, was a more like- 
ly contender to take over once 
be took the deputy chairmanririp 
in London four years ago. 
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Changing faces {clockwise from top left): David RothschM, new corporate finance 
chairman; Sir Evelyn de Rothschild, chairman of the bank; Lord Wake ham, former cabinet 
minister on the board; Amschel Rothschild, fund rmnogsment chief who committed suicide 


IMF to agree interest 
payments by Christinas 


Sky aims for BBC pav-TV equity 


There is gold pouring into the 
Treasury. Not the real thing, un- 
fortunately. Thousands of post- 
cards shaped like gold ingots 
have been sent by supporters of 
Oxfam to praise Kenneth 
Garke, Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, for his role in the ini- 
tiative to reduce the interest that 
the world's poorest countries 
must pay on their debt. 

The initiative will not at first 
be financed by the sale of some 
IMF gold, as Mr Clarke had ad- 
vocated. But the initial financ- 
ing was agreed during the 
weekend and the $5.<ibn 
(£3.6bn) package received its fi- 
nal approval al the annual 
meeting of the International 
Monetary Fund yesterday. 

The Chancellor also backed 
a proposal by Renato Rug- 
giero. head of the World Trade 
Organisation, to take the relief 
of poverty in developing coun- 
tries to its next stage by abol- 
ishing tariffs on their exports. 
He said: “We need to give poor 
countries the chance to grow 
through access to world mar- 
kets." 

However, the trade liberali- 
sation proposals could prove 
controversial as at least two of 
the G7 countries, France and 
the US. lean towards protecting 
their domestic industries from 
Third-World competition. 
Those two countries have been 
pushing for international trade 


Uganda and Kenneth Clarke are two 
beneficiaries of a plan to reduce debt in 
the Third World. Diane Coyle reports 

agreements to incorporate min- that it would be applied too 
imum labour standards, which rigidly. Justin Fcusyth, a 


agreements to incorporate min- 
imum labour standards, which 
would close western markets to 
goods made by children or by 
forced labour. 

Negotiations on the debt re- 
duction plan will start with 
Uganda, the first beneficiary. 
Officials said yesterday they 
hoped to have details agreed by 
Christmas and the debt reduc- 
tion underway by 1998. Ugan- 
da's interest payments wifi be 
reduced by some $S0m a year. 
Its record of sound economic 
policies has earned it a place at 
the head of the queue. 

Other countries could have to 
wait up to six years. The initia- 
tive is meant to rescue ex- 
tremely poor countries from the 
trap of debt so big that their in- 
terest payments are greater 
than they could ever pay. About 
40 borrowers, mainly African, 
are in this position, and about 
half could be eligible for relief 
from the new debt initiative. 
They include Burundi, Cote 
D’Ivoire, Ethiopia, Guyana, 
Mozambique and Nicaragua. 

The aid charities welcomed 
the acceptance of the debt re- 
lief plan but expressed concern 


that it would be applied too 
rigidly. Justin Forsyth, a 
spokesman for Oxfam Interna- 
tiona], said: “This is an historic 
breakthrough that offers real 
hope and opportunity. But the 
extent to which the hopes are 
realised depends on how quick- 
ly countries now start to get the 
debt relief." 

Mr Clarke said the rules for 
eligibility must be applied with 
common sense and flexibility. 
He said lenders had to be sen- 
sible. “In the past, too many of 
the richer countries were pre- 
pared to lend to poor, already 
indebted countries for projects 
that did not add to their capacity 
to grow," he said. 

In a separate meeting of the 
IMF's Interim Committee, fi- 
nance ministers issued a state- 
ment stressing the importance 
of sound fiscal and monetary 
policies and structural reform in 
a multi-point statement dubbed 
the “Eleven Commandments" 
by Michel Camdessus, the 
IMFU's managing director. It 
placed emphasis on “achieving 
budget balance and strength- 
ened fiscal discipline in a mul- 
ti-vear framework". 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 

BSkyB, Rupert Murdoch's 
satellite giant, is gunning for an 
equity stake in the proposed 
£200m Flextecb-BBC pay-TV 
joint venture, sources said last 
night. 

It is understood that BSkyB 
will seek a significant share in 
the planned eight channels, in 
exchange for agreeing to offer 
them to its 3.8 million direct-to- 
home satellite subscribers. 

If its intentions are spumed, 
BSky could elect to develop 
competing channels in advance 
of the Flextech-BBC launch, 
particularly arts and documen- 
taries, as a spoiling fottici Al least 


two independent documentary 
film companies have been ap- 
proached by BSkyB to discuss 
developing a new channel. 

The BBC has raid it was 
against inviting BSkyB to par- 
ticipate in the pay-TV venture, 
which would see up to eight new 
BBC-branded pay-TV channels 
introduced by next summer. 
ButFkatech, owned 51 percent 
by John Malone’s TCL is be- 
lieved to be more flexible. A 
source said last night: We nev- 
er rule anything out" 

The threat of introducing 
competing channels was re- 
jected last night as a negotiat- 
ing tactic by the FI extech 
source. “It’s the kind of thing 
any of us might do, but it 


doesn’t make sense. BSkyB has 
the chance to carry the new 
channels without taking any of 
the [financial] risk, and we are 
sure they will see it that way." 

BSkyB. which is the leading 
pay-TV player in the UK, has 
sought equity stakes in many of 
the channels it has offered 
through its multi channel pack- 
age. It has a 50 per cent share 
of Nickelodeon, the children’s 
channel, as well as stakes in 
Playboy, QVC and Paramount 
It is also a 40 per cent share- 
holder in Granada Sky Broad- 
casting, which launches seven 
new pay-TV services today. 

BSkyB had been competing 
against Flextech for the right to 
develop the BBC channels. 


which pay-TV operators see as 
potentially highly lucrative. 

Meanwhile, it emerged yes- 
terday that a crucial side deal 
by Flextech, to consolidate its 
holdings in UK Gold and UK. 
Living, was still “a long way" 
from being completed 

The deal, which would see 
Pearson and Cox Communica- 
tions of Atlanta sell their 
minority stakes in the channels 
in exchange for nan-voting 
shares in Flextech, must be 
completed before Flextecb’s 
proposed joint venture agree- 
ment with the BBC can go 
ahead This is because UK 
Gold currently holds the ex- 
clusive pay-TV rights to BBC 
library programming. 


Stanley to lose £2.25m after jockey’s wins 


NIGEL COPE 

Britain's smaller bookmakers 
were yesterday counting the 
stock market cost of jockey 
Frankie Dettori’s record seven 
wins at Ascot on Saturday. The 
25,095-1 feat forced Stanley 
Leisure to issue a profits warn- 
ing while shares in bookie min- 
now Surrey Group lost a quarter 
of their value to dose at 0.75p. 

Stanley Leisure said the Det- 
tori wins would oost the group 

aro und fO IK m fn its ftrtf - half ttr- 

sults to 28 October. Two of its 
punters had won more than 
£200,000 and another won 


£100,000 while 27 others had 
placed bets yielding five-figure 
returns. 

The company said that apart 
from “this unprecedented situ- 
ation", trading to dale in the rac- 
ing division was satisfactory 
with turnover and margins im- 
proved on the same period last 
year. Stanley Leisure has more 
than 500 outlets after acquiring 
the Gus Carter c hain in May. 

Surrey Group, which fa trying 
to diversify away from betting, 
said Saturday’s events would cost 
it £100,000 with two customers 
netting £24,000 each. “Hopefully 
we’ll never see anything like that 


again," said Surrey Group's 
company secretary, Paddy Bol- 
gcr. “We just couldn't hedge our 
bets. No one would take them.” 

He said the.company was in- 
troducing fruit machines to its 
betting offices and developing 
a golf course which will open in 
June. 

He was speaking as Surrey 
Group announced widening 
losses of £4.66m in the year to 
March. This compared to a 
£17,000 deficit last year. The op- 
erating losses were £1 3m added 
to £3m of property losses and 
write-downs. 

Surrey Group blamed the 


National Lottery, poor weath- 
er and freak results for one of 
its worst years in betting. How- 
ever. it said trading since the end 
of March had shown some re- 
covery with tight cost control 
leading to better margins. 

John McNair, diairman, said 
initial results from introducing 
amusement machines to betting 
shops had exceeded expecta- 
tions. 
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The two french agent banks 
are said to have been keen to 

reach an agreement before the 
mandate of the two mediators 


sentatives unoersiooa 
have baulked at the terms. 

Under the rescheduling deal, 
the banks will swop part of their 
of their debt for a 49 per cent 
stake in Eurotunnel and ex- 

^Sbte^JoS^vStrMomns to 

be agreed is the precise amount 
of debt that will be exchanged 
and the price at which the bonds 
convert to shares. 

Conversion of the bonds 
would give the banks control of 


the company but Eurotunnel is 
bolding out for an option be re- 
deem the bonds it meet 

certain revenue targets, allow- 
ing it to prevent further 
dilation of its existing share* 
holders. 

The Angto-Freoch consortium 
suspended interest payments on 
ww? of its JESbn of debts a year 
ago. Since then it has racked up 
another £37Dm of interest which 
has not yet been paid. The debt 
standstill runs until April of next 
yearbut all sides appear to accept 

that unless agreement oo resched- 
uling can be reached by the end 
erf tins month, then tbe courts will 
have to step in. 


$5bn 

ADT 

merger 

scrapped 


DAVID USBORNE 

NewYbrk 

The proposed $5bn (£3-2bn) 
merger between ADT the 
Bermuda-based commercial 
and .home alarm giant run by 
MichaeL Ashcroft, and Repub-, 
lie Industries, a relative new- 
comer to the electronic 
securities field, has been 
scrapped. 

Originally announced in July! 
as astock transaction, the deal 
had been considered doubtful 
for some time because of 
volatility m Republic’s stock 
value. Meanwhile, Western Re; 
sources, a. US utilities com ; 
panyi that holds 243 per cent of 
ADT had also made plain its 
opposition to the merger. ", 

Its collapse will bring em : 
barrassment to Vfayne Huizen- 
ga. the chairman of Republic^ 
who fa famed in the US for hfa 
aggression in building busi- 
nesses. Mr Huizenga is the. 
mogul who forged the Block- 
huster video retail empire which' 
he finally sold for $8.4bn. 

.Since assuming control of 
Republic last year, at the time 
a sleepy waste haulage business, 
Mr Huizenga has engineered 
more than 30 acquisitions, tunn- 
ing (he company into a combine 
with security, waste haulage 
and used-car interests. The ab- 
sorption of ADT already the 
largest security firm in the US^ 
would have transformed Re- 
public into the unassailable 
leader in the sector. 

ADT chaired by Mr 
Ashcroft, saw its shares dip on 
the news in early trading in New 
York yesterday fcy $1 to JJ 8.875. 
Shares in Republic were pushed 
up slightly. 

‘The delay in completing the 
transaction forced both com- 
panies to put business expansion , 
plans on hold for too long," Mr 
Ashcroft said in a statement 
“Both companies will now be 
free to resume their individual 
business plans." 

Analysts will, watch Western 
Resources, which may be in- 
terested in taking majority con- 
trol of ADT 

The merger, that had been 
scheduled for completion be- 
fore the end of the year, was 
probably doomed last summer 
when shares in Republic tum- 
bled from a high of $29 when 
the deal was first announced to 
lows of around $20. Thus, the 
returns that had been promised 
to ADT shareholders, including 
to Western Resources, sud- 
denly seemed deflated. 

“Despite both companies’ 
initial enthusiasm about this 
transaction, we now have 
agreed that this combination is 
no longer in the best interests 
of our respective companies," 
Mr Huizenga said in a state- 
ment of hfa own. 
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It’s not too late for British Gas to 



'Clare Spottiswoode 
has nothing to lose by 
standing firm whereas 
British Gas cannot be 
sure of gaining 
anything by going 
to the MMC’ 


Qftort of an about-turn by the laughing reg- 
Oulator (dare Spottiswoode), the board of 
British Gas looks to be gearing up for a ma- 
jor sense of humour Mure later this week. 
Unless the director general of Ofgas agrees 
to modify significantly her final set of price 
controls over the TransCo pipeline business, 
Dick Giordano and his meny men intend to 
stomp off and put their case to the Monop- 
olies and Mergers Commission. 

it is Important, at this point, to note that 
we have been here many times before. 
Recent history is Uttered with examples of 
how privatised utilities have been irreconcil- 
ably opposed to proposals by their regulators, 
oniy to cobble together some miraculous 
accommodation at the last moment. 

This time, however, it does look like mote 
than a game of brinkmanship. The two sides 
have become so entrenched m their attitudes 
and uncompromising in their public utter- 
ances that it is hard to see how either can back 
down without heavy loss of face. 

The regulator, with one eye on survival after 
the next election and the other on the £28 cut 
in bills she has dangled before domestic 
users, believes she has tight on her side. 1 
company maintains it cannot accept the 
even if it wanted to. Quite 


apart from amounting to expropriation of 
assets, they would render TransCo incapable 
of running the pipelines in a reliable ana safe 
manner. Not much room to cut a deal there. 

The difficulty for British Gas is that this is 
just one of the many fires it is fighting. Its 


public image remains lamentable, as the lat- 
est debacle over the disconnection of paying 
customers shows. Meanwhile, it is still trying 
to untangle the take-or-pay mess, cope with 
the introduction of competition into its 
monopoly markets and. lest we forget 
demerge into two separate companies. 

It was in part these distractions that scup- 
pered the deal in Scotland with Hydro-EIeo- 
tric, and yet here is British Gas prepared to 
submit itself toasbe-montb MMC inquiry. For 
Ms Spottiswoode, on the other band, this is 
pretty much the only game in town save for 
the other price review she is conducting into 
the supply arm of British Gas. She has noth- 
ing to lose by standing firm, whereas British 
Gas cannot be sure of gaining any thin g by 
going to the MMG 

Itls still not too late for the board to recon- 
sider. It may gain a Ettle loose change by going 
to the MMG but this is unlikely to counter- 
act the lost management time and opportu- 
nity involved in tying itself up for six months 
or more in such an ali-embnoog investigation. 

Credibility problem 
for NM Rothschild 

N M Rothschild has experienced such a 
flood of losses from its senior ranks in 
recent months that to describe the forthcoming 
raft of changes as a “management shake-up" 
seems a bit of a misnomer. It may be more 
of a case of management patch-up. But how- 


ever arfcptfyl^thaiijldnicwestofiD the holes, 
rejuvenate and restore its reputation, there’s 
no getting away from the Act that this once 
mighty femfly-controOed City bank faces a vtay 
uncertain future. 

Despite its rood name, Rothschild has a 
growing credibility problem as it approaches 
the mUknnhim.lt is not large enough to play 
withthebigboysofintenjatiot^ investment 
banking, nor is il small and specialist enough 
to thrive as a niche player. Scandal at both 
Barings and Morgan Grenfell has further 
weakened the position of the small to medium 
rized player; traditional City merchant banks 
seem not only to be particularfyprone to the 
antics of rogue traders, they also lack the 
financial musde to survive them when they 
do fall victim. 

There will always be a demand for the 
smaller player, but where real money is 
involved, clients are going to be increasingly 
wary of those without the capital to weather 
a major hit This is a bad enough backdrop 
for the likes of Rothschild. On top of that 
insiders complain about a Lack of direction, 
and they worry about the succession to the 
autocratic, and occasionally volatile Sir Evelyn 
de Rothschild. The asset management oper- 
ation meanwhile remains difficult 

The link up with ABN Amro cm the capi- 
tal markets side is only a partial answer to 
Rothschild's ptdbtems. Tb some extent it AOs 
the gap in distribution created by the sale of 
Smith New Court to Merrill Lynch, but 
whether either party will find this a satisfec- 


likewise, importing David Rothschild from 
the FratchbramiMffiefeiiufycfynasty into 
a more high profile executive xofe may pro- 
vide a solution to the succession, but n isn’t 
going to be any kind of an answer to thestroc- 
tural problems described above. 

It would be wrong, however; to start read- 
ing the last rites for this historic City institu- 
tion. The world may be an inhospitable 
place these days for the independent, fam- 
Qy-con trolled investment bank, but as 

Schrcxlere has shown, with careful, switched- 

on management, it can be made to work. 
Whether David Rothschild, if he is indeed 
heir apparent, can accomplish the trick is 
another tiring. He was family hero for row- 
ing the dynasty in Paris in the early 1980s, but 
London is a rather different environment. 

Put Brent Walker 
out of its misery 

nphere was a nice irony in little Frankie 

X Dettori stinging William H21 for £8m even 
as Ray Hinton, a bean-counter from Arthur 
Andersen, was concluding that the bookie's 
owner, Brent 'Walker, was due £36m from 
Grand Met TMrfng with one hand while you 
pay out with the other is part and parcel of 
a turf accountant's life even if the numbers 
involved are usually more modest 
As ever with Brent Walker, the figures 
themselves are an irrelevance. It is no com- 


cktesoe that tfieazfc^tMrHmlon decided 
Brent Walker had overpaid for William Hill 
in 19S9 was exaafy half &e ordinal daim fifed 
by George-^lkcr’s fonner empire against 
Grand Met tfehas'the appearance of a 
good old radge and, after 

deducting a pwfou&debt owed the other 
way, the rifflt : wS;k' piffling irritant for 
Grand Met an&ttte^noticeable source of 
relief for Br^VSlker. . , ■ • 

■The second Sweet jfotw' is that Brent 

Wblto I ofaBttt%3fli^inSstimetbedoym 

of creative acerbating, should be the bene- 

fic^Sy r Bc^re^ftx5fessor 

Tfeeedie rode info ticrwti,the sort of acquisi- 
tion accountmgappdi^tQ Hill was de rigor. 
You could ha*% a&ibr a company better 
qualified than firQtt talker to spot it. 

The resolution of tins spat does nothing to 
change the underlying facts of Brent Whlker, 
wiridr-isacofl^ww^a®® worth less than 
£600m anid habiSties of .more than £t.4bn. 
CJari^idgthetahkjofWaEamHHlmayinalas 

it easier for a sale to be negotiated, but the 
feet remains that Brent %Iker as a whole has 
no future. £ven assuming some worth in the 
accumulated taxlosses ofa company that has 
notched up more than £1.‘ 7bn of red ink over 
tile past five years, it continues to be a : 


die past five years, it continues to be a mys- 
tery why fbeAsres have any value at all, let 

alone that '*•“ ~~ 

they did „ 

painful speAdfis^Why don’t the banks put 
Btent 'Whiter 6fct Of m ttiseiy? 


Hill dispute costs Grand Met £ 36 m 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

Grand Metropolitan is to pay 
£36m to Brent Walker in set- 
tlement of a six-year-old dispute 
over the price the leisure group, 
run by former boxer George 
Walker, paid for the William HQ1 
boo kmaJdng chain tn 19S9. The 
decision by an independent ar- 
bitrator from the accountants 
Arthur Andersen yesterday 
clears an obstacle to the final dis- 
memberment of Brent Whlker, 
which has struggled under a 
mountain of debt since soon af- 
ter the ill-fated Hill acquisition. 

The dispute between the two 
companies hinged on the prof- 
itability of William Hill at the 
time of the acquisition, which 
Brent Walker claimed was low- 
er than Grand Met, then headed 
by Lord Sheppard, warranted. 
The arbitrator, Ray Himoa, 
agreed that the profits on which 
the consideration should have 
been based were £45.8ra and not 
the £55m figure that was used 
ns the basis for calculating the 
£b85m price tag for Wffliara Hill 


As a result of the shortfall in 
profits, Mr Hinton said Grand 
Met owed Brent Walker 
£1 17.5m, about half the £235 m 
originally claimed by the leisure 
group. That was to be offset, how- 
ever, by a sum of £82m which 
Brent V&Ikerowed Grand Met 
A previous court case bad ruled 
in 1991 Chat Brent Wilker should 

S y over £50m it had withheld 
im the original consideration 
plus interest. 

A spokesman for Grand Met 
said yesterday the company 
would abide by the arbitration 
and take the £36ra as an ex- 
ceptional hit against the current 
years profits. Brent Writer said 
it was seeking a meeting with 
Grand Met to resolve several 
other issues, including a claim 
for breaches of warranties. 

The ruling in favour of Brent 
Walker follows a decision last 
week in a Paris court that the 
company should pay £6m to its 
former chairman. That dispute 
arose from a £20m loan made 
by Mr Walker to the company 
in 1989 to help it pay for the 
William Hill purchase”. The rul- 


ing threatened to trigger a 
promise from Brent Wtiker’s 
largest lender that it would put 
the company into receivership 
rather than put in any fresh 
funds, although the bank ap- 
pears to have stepped back 
from that ultimate sanction. 

Attention now focuses on the 
future of Brent Whiter, which 
recently wrote down the value 
of its last two remaining sub- 
sidiaries, William HUl and the 
Pubmaster pub chain, to £570m 
which compares with the com- 
pany's debt burden of more 
than£].4bn. 

Rumours continue to swirl 
around the company. Bass and 
Stanley Leisure have both been 
linked to William Hill but are 
thought to have lost interest in 
the 1. 650-strong chain which 
might raise £50Om in a sale. 
Meanwhile a trade sale of Pub- 
master is understood to have 
been abandoned and venture 
capital groups are being lined up 
for a possible £160m deaL Flota- 
tion next year is another option. 

Brent Walker's shares closed 
lp higher at 3J5p yesterday. 



At odds: George Walker, left, and Lord Sheppard^ who used to head Grand Met 


Lane chicks out 



year-old American had been 
president of Asia and the Mid- 
dle East for PepsiCo Restau- 
rants International He had 
been responsible for more than 
2^00 -company-owned, joint- 
venture and franchise restau- 
rants throughout the region. 

At the time of his appoint- 
ment. Sir Ian had said: “Being 


TOM STEVENSON 

Tim Lane yesterday resigned 
with immediate effect as pres- 
ident and chief executive of the 
Holiday Tims hotel company 
owned by Bass. His departure 
comes just six months after he 
took the helm, having been re- 
cruited from PepsiCo amid a 
fanfare of eulogies from Sir Ian . ft clear leader in global hospi- 
Prosser, chairman and chief ' feflty ts a major element of 
executive of Bass. :■=, ' strategy to enhance 

The company would tally sajf^jhjKcjfeolder value. With Tim 
yesterday: *There were ftindik: \$aine joining us, I believe that 
mental differences about the. ifc-e have'the continuity of lead- 
manner in which the busihCft , ’*#Slfi£ in HoUday Inn to drive 
should be managed.” One tin- -tbefrtrshi&s forward.” 
alyst said the departure of A£~parf of a recent trading 
Lane had probably followed ^ ;} stateoient, Bass said profits at 
major falling-out with Sir Iahl -' Hofiday Inn, which is the 
Bryan Langton, chairman ofV ^Grid’s largest single hotel 
Holiday Inns, will take overMf brand* bad risen during the 
Lane’s duties. second half year, although at a 

Mr Lane, who wffi receive ah- sfowerrate than in the first half, 
unspecified amount of com- Yesterday's announcement 
pensation for loss of office. Caine afterthe close of trading, 
joined Bass in February after 15 _dnringfwhich Bass's shares had 
years at PepsiCo, where the 4%' 'fallen 5-5p to 779.5p. 


Legal case hits Imperial shares 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 

Analysts expect shares in Im- 
perial Tobacco and Millennium 
Chemicals, two of the demerged 
businesses of the Hanson con- 
glomerate, to start trading at the 
bottom end of original forecasts 
when dealings begin today and 
tomorrow. Sentiment has been 
hit by a resurgent legal campaign 
waged by lung cancer sufferers 
and an 'increasingly difficult 
outlook for the chemical in- 
dustry around the world. 

One estimate yesterday sug- 
gested Imperial” would today 
open in the ranee 365 p to 375p. 
some way below last week's 
“grey market" price. Millenni- 
um, meanwhile. is trading at 


around $26 a share on a “when 
issued”, or grey-market basis, in 
New York, compared with 
hopes that the shares could be 
priced at up to $35. Full trad- 
ing in the US-listed stock is ex- 
pected to begin tomorrow. 

The biggest impact has been 
last Friday's news that 40 for- 
mer smokers in the UK who suf- 
fer from cancer were preparing 
to launch a class action against 
Imperial. The move is a land- 
mark in that it is the first to be 
pursued on a “no win, no fee” 
basis. US investors, who hold 
around 30 per cent of Hanson's 
shares, are thought likely to be 
nervous about the legal moves. 

But Gareth Davis, Imperial's 
chief executive, vestcraav dis- 


missed the case as a continua- 
tion of one of several which had 
been mounted against the com- 
pany since 1992. “We have 
great confidence in the strength 
of our defence. We will defend 
the claims with great vigour,” he 
said. The situation had not 
changed, as far as Imperial was 
concerned, he said. 

One analyst claimed, how- 
ever, that the move “will affect 
the receptiveness of the market 
to Imperial”. He suggested the 
issue, which has dogged tobac- 
co companies operating in the 
US since the 1950s. could be- 
come a bigger factor for Impe- 
rial in the future. 

Meanwhile, investors are not 
expected to be particularly wel- 


coming towards Millennium, 
which has seen prices peak in 
the market for its chemicals, 
used in the plastics industry. 
Heavy selling by UK institutions 
which do not want to be exposed 
to the US stock market is also 
likely to affect the price. 

One observer said: “I don’t 
think North American com- 
modity chemicals are massive- 
ly in vogue al the moment. The 
technical position is also adverse 
at the moment and will remain 
adverse for some time.” He cit- 
ed the selling which took place 
after US Industries, a beavily- 
indebced grouping of American 
businesses was floated off last 
year. 
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Rise in house 
prices may slow 


1 


nic cicum 

The upward surge in the prop- 
erty market showed no sign of 
abating yesterday as Nationwide 
Building Society released figures 
showing that house prices rose 
bv 1.4 per cent in September. 

" The society's monthly index 
also indicated that over the 
past 12 months prices had risen 
bv 6.7 per cent, well ahead of 
original expectations and the 
largest year-on-year rise since 
19S9. when the market col- 
lapsed. 

Average properly prices 

across the UK. at £54.554. arc 
at l heir highest since August 
1991, Nationwide's report is 
expected to be similar to a sur- 
vrv by Halifax Building Society, 
which is out today, This is like- 
|v to show a buoy ant market, al- 
though prices may not rise by 
the same amount. 

Philip Williamson. Nation- 
wide’s corporate development 
ji^ctor. said he did not believe 
the rapid growth was likely to 
survive much longer. 

-The apparent strength of 
house prices in recent months 
continues to reflect distortions 
caused bv shortages of quality 
nmnurties in certain sectors of 
. Kcfficei." he said. “{These] 
b are giving 3 short-term boost to 
S while severely limiting 

I ** j f» 

M He said, how ever, that while 


house prices hud risen sharply, 
this was not a “damaging 
boom”. 

Separately, a survey by 
Equilax. the consumer credit in- 
formation service, yesterday 
showed that UK consumers 
paid off their finance deals 
taster in the past three months 
than a year ago. The Equifax 
figures reflected suggestions 
from man} - building societies 
that borrowers were using low- 
interest rates to pay off iheir 
home loans at a foster rale. 

Nationwide's report suggest- 
ed that property transactions 
had risen in recent months, 
while buyers bad found more 
properties on the market to 
match their surge in demand. 

In turn this had relieved pres- 
sure onprices. Mr Williamson 
said: "The exceptional rate of 
growth seen in recent prices is 
unlikely to be sustained 

“Poor-quality properties arc 
still straggling to find a buyer. 
Although confidence is much 
unproved, the debt overhang of 
the early 1990s may continue to 
dampen existing homeowners* 
aspirations.” 

Backing for this view came 
from Firs {Mortgage, a tele- 
phone lender, whose survey of 
borrowers showed that more 
than 70 per cent did not believe 
prices would rise beyond 3 per 
cent, barely above inflation, in 
the next 12 months. 


In Brief 


• Unilever said it would combine the businesses of its Thomas 
J Upton and Van den Bergh Foods companies in the US. creat- 
ing a subsidiary with annual sales of S3bn {£1.9ba). The move 
came as a result of a study initiated in June and would enable 
Unilever to “compete more effectively by becoming a more ef- 
ficient and profitable business," said Richard Goldstein, Unilever 
North American Foods chief executive. Unilever will formulate 
a detailed plan for the merger by Christmas. 

• Senior Engineering has agreed to sell its Thermal Engineer- 
ing division for £28 Jm. The business is being bought by Ther- 
mal Engineering International, a new company financed by, among 
others. Citicorp Venture Capital and interests connected to the 
family of Richard Grogan, In the 1 995 year. Senior said the Ther- 
mal Engineering division made £1.6m of operating profits on 
turnover of £U&Sm. but ran up a loss of £237,000 on sales of 
£60.7ra in the half year to June. 

• Granada Sky Broadcasting, the joint-venture pay-TV service, 
launches today with seven new channels, including Granada Plus, 
a nostalgia channel featuring programmes from the Granada and 
London Weekend Television libraries. The service will be avail- 
able to BSkvB's 3.S million dish subscribers and to some cable 
customers. However, TelewcsL the country's largest cable oper- 
ator, said last night it was still committed to canvassing its sub- 
scribers before agreeing to cany the service. 

• September M0 in the UK rose by 0.2 per cent, roughly in line 
with economists' forecasts, and took the annual increase of notes 
and coins in circulation to 7 per cent. UK final M4 money sup- 
ply was up 1 per cent in August from July. 

• Barclays is to inject 31bn yen (£l77m) into its subsidiary BZW 
Securities (Japan ) to support its growth anti increase its presence 
on the Japanese government bond market. 

• Rofls-Rojce said its joint venture with Mersey Docks and Har- 
bour had won a SI 55m (£99m'J part terminal contract in Argentina. 
The contract is to operate, maintain and develop an iron ore and 
coal bulk import terminal and steel products export terminal at 
San Nicolas, on the River Rnana 150 miles north of Buenos Aires, 
on behalf of steel company Siderar. 

• The Office of Fair Trading is inviting comment bv 14 October 
on whether the acquisition by Stagecoach Holdings of Hyndbum 
Transport, based in Lancashire, qualifies for investigation by the 
Monopolies and Mergers Commission. 


“MJN Has Always Produced 
Solid And Reliable PCs” 


PC Hotn&jMagazlito 





MJN introduce two 
powerful multimedia systems with 
incredible specifications at truly amaang 
prices. These systems come ready for use 
with Lotus SmartSulte 96 and other 
applications and are are now available direct 
for home and small business users. For a 
limited period each system also includes a 
28.8 BABT fax/data /Internet modem. 

Batatfro Procawf Pwfo na wi cg 


MJN MolthMdia MT 

- Intel Pentium P133 MHe processor (PiM ro^.w.64* W66+ 
processor manufactured by IBM (PieBvmofeft: - 

16Mb EDO RAM (P133 model) or 33Ml EDO PAM (PI 66+ model) 
256K pipekne burst cache; 3.5* dtsMKtv Ane ~ 

- 1GB (P133 model) or 2Gb (P166+ mOdrt'eSiariOed IDE hard dtek 

■ ogx speed me cmom owe .' ' . 

- 14' (P133 modefl dr IS' (P30G+ mbde&crfeff sharp ,28dp W 
SVGA screen 

' tesegratad stereo l&o* sound card, TC joystick and 2 stereo speakers 
■- MJN 8 bay nwHower, 2 fast 16550 wtal ana vtvnxd patfef ports 

* Magratea 6+4* gaprncs (uses up» RAM) 

' Software MPEG capability with Wteo aoceteraBon 

Windows 95 105 keyboard and mouse ■ ■ 

■ V34 2BJ3BAST Internal Wdata motenffVmteBd to first 500 orders) 

Software 

• Microsoft Windows 95 

• Lotus SnwtSufte 96 for WinooM S5 wvfft Word Pro, fratfarae. 1-2-3. 
tyganuer. Approach aid Snsnpfcs • : ; 

■ GSP Software sits with fassmta, Dai^yMDrfts, Hhic-mw and Money 

* CD MJtUrwfc Mies iflcJuflrig Jnfcpa«BaW96anqctopediH wnn 
reference books, Bodywotte v5 and Wlrauttr 95 


Based on Z-D Wnstone 96“ as certified by MDR rate . 
P133 




P133 MmM 

• 16Mb PAM 

• 100 HQ 

• W Sown 


P166+ Modal 

- 32Mb RAM . 

• 2Gb HD 

• 15' Screen 



08 ■ £ 1189 

inc.VAT. . +VAT 


MJN Special Offers End 
4th October 



01282777 



, Telephone saves lines are open Monday - Friday 9am - 7prpJ;. ^atj^ay 9am - 5pm 


MJN Technota& tinned, GranwW Koine. StacMwm fid, Swonstore. Bumtay, Uncs, 3812 njr. woiaumrsa 
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data bank 


FT-SE 100 

3953.7 + 7.3 
FT-SE 250 
4391-1 " 15.1 
FT-SE 350 

1969.8 + 1.4 

SEAQ VOLUME 
695 m shares, 
44,244 bargains 
Gilts Index 
93.73 - 0.16 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


stem pries, pence 


Dettori’s winning streak may cost bookmakers £ 30 m 


sec- joebj — , 

a-ior-T-T- - , ■ ■ ■ . v i '; ■ : , 
SQND J FMAMJJAS 


It was Dot quite the crash that 
stock market pundits had been 
expecting. Instead of dealing 
room floors, the drama of 
“Black Saturday" was played 
out at Ascot racecourse, where 
popular jockey Frankie Dettori 
created turf history by riding all 
seven winners on the card at 
accumulated odds of over 
25,000-1, leaving bookmakers 
to nurse record losses. 

Like the death toll from an 
earthquake, estimates of the 

damage done to the betting in- 
dustry rose almost by the hour. 
Before the stalls opened on an- 
other week's trading, analysts 
reckoned the hookies had been 
stung for flOm, with ABN- 
Amro Hoare Govett suggest- 
ing Ladbroke, Britain’s biggest 
bookmaker, was in for £ 2 _ 5 m. 

But those figures soon 
looked like wishful thinking af- 
ter Stanley Leisure, a smaller 
player, issued a Slock Ex- 
change statement saying Del- 
ton's win had cost it £ 2 - 25 m 


alone. Stanley's shares dosed 
7p lower at 2d5p. 

By early afternoon, esti- 
mates of the total hit had 
soared to £ 30 m, with William 
Hill, owned by Brent Wilker, 
£ 8 m out of pocket and Bass- 
owned Coral £ 4 ra poorer as a 
result of Dettori’s winning 
streak. Shares in Bass ended 
5 Jp off at 779 . 5 p but Brent 
\%iker, buoyed by a deal with 
GraudMet that settled a long- 
running dispute over W illiam 

Hill, closed Ip higher at 3 3p. 

Ladbroke was still counting 
its losses last night but through 
gritted teeth a spokesman said 
Dettori’s achievement was 
good news for the industry in 
the long tun as it had raised the 
profile of racing. Ladbroke ’s 
shares finished 2 Jp higher at 
209 . 5 p. 

A reminder of the havoc 
caused to the betting industry 
by the National Lottery, rather 
than Dettori, came from book- 
makers Surrey Group, whose 



MARKET REPORT 


PATRICK T00HER 


shares fell 0 - 25 p to just G. 75 p 
after reporting increased lass- 
es of £ 4 . 7 m in the year to 
March. 

Utilities were also under 
the whip as political worries 
resurfaced. Investors took 
fright over fears, reiterated 
yesterday in Blackpool by the 
shadow chancellor, Gordon 
Brown, that an incoming 
Labour government would im- 
pose a windfall tax on the pri- 
vatised monopolies. Electricity 
and water shares were hardest 
hit. with Southern Electric 
down 23 p at 615 - 5 p, Severn 
Item I 5 - 5 p adrift at 590 p, 
PowcrGcn off 10 . 5 p at 485 p 
and United Utilities 15 p low- 
er at 570 . 5 p while Thames 


Water shed 13 p to dose at 
538 3 p. Analysts said the share 
price slide was prompted by 
concerns that the tax might be 
up to £ 10 bn. 

Away from the utilities, the 
stock market ended the third 
quarter on a quiet but positive 
note amid selective buying of 
other blue chips. The FT-SE 
100 index reversed an earfy 12 - 
point loss to end the davup 7-3 
at 3 , 953 . 7 . 

Shares in GKN rose 21 p to 
1121 - 5 p on news of the engi- 
neering and automotive com- 
ponents group's £ 100 m 
contract to sell the German 
government seven Super Lynx 
helicopters. 

Rolls-Royce, 4 p firmer at 


239 . 5 p, also benefited from 
contract news. It has formed a 
joint venture with the overseas 
consultancy arm of Mersey 
Docks & Harbour to land a 
$ 155 m f£ 100 m) contract to 
run a port terminal in Ar- 
gentina for the next 12 years. 

However, shares in Mersey 
Docks marked the first an- 
niversary of a bitter dispute be- 
tween the company and 329 
sacked dockers by sinking 14 p 
to 370 p. There were ugly 
scenes yesterday as a group of 
20 demonstrators occupied 
the roof of the company’s 
headquarters in Liverpool but 
Mersey Docks said the port 
continued to work normally. 
Mersey’s shares have fallen by 
lOOp, or than a fifth, since the 
dispute began. 

Elsewhere in the transport 
sector, shares in Eurotunnel 
were suspended at 113 . 5 p at 
the stan of trading and are like- 
ly to remain so until a French 
court gives its reaction to a re- 


port on the progress of talks be- 
tween the company and its 
h anke rs. 

Matthew Clark, still reding 
from the aloopop wars, enjoyed 
a rare day in the sun, rising 19p 

to 337^p on talk that Guinness 
might soon mate a bid. The re- 
covery came despite the cider 
maker reportedly dismissing 
the story as “equivalent to a ru- 
mour that B52 bombers have 
been found on the moon". 

News that UK Active VfcJue, 
the fund run by Julian Treger 
and Brian Myerson, had 
picked almost 8 per cent of 
Kenwood pushed shares in the 
household appliance maker 
lip higher at 218 . 5 p. 

Shares in Burger King fran- 
chisee and motor dealer 
Gowriogs raced ahead 16 p to 
92 L 5 p after Guinness Peat said 
it hoped to make a recom- 
mended offer of not less than 
90 p. Guinness Peat is already 
Go wrings’ biggest sharehold- 
er with a 14 per cent stake. 


TAKING STOCK 


□ As predicted in this col- 
umn on Saturday, shares in 
Goodwin moved sharply high- 
er after the tiny foundry busi- 
ness reported a surprise 800 
per cent profits advance to 
just over £ 2 m. Shareholders 
get a special “loyalty” divi- 
dend, yaking a l 7 . 94 p total 
against 0 . 655 p. The shares 
soared to 105 p from 6 €L 5 p on 
file news and have climbed 
from 33 p since March. 

□ Aminex gained Up to 
58 L 5 p.Tbe oil and gas group 
has some 6.9 million 
shares, or 15 per cent of its 
enlarged share capital, with 
the International Finance 
Corp, at 57 p. The tFC, the 
equity arm of the World 
Bank, is also granting 
Aminex a $ 17 m unsecured 
loan facility. The Binding will 
help Aminex finance develop- 
ment of the Kirtayel oilfield 
in Russia and the El Biban 
oilfield off Tbnisia. 
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Revised deal could 
end stalemate on 
Refuge merger 


business 


Imperial emerges in good shape 
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; JILLTREANOR 

; Banking Correspondent 

| Refuge's planned £1.4hn merg- 
i ? r ^ Ul “Uid Friendlv, which 
j has been bogged down for 
I weeks over rows with instilu- 
: toial shareholders, appeared to 
1 ^ yaking some progress to- 
J **”*? a conclusion last night. 

I Britannic and Prudential, 

: which have 10 per cenL and 6 per 

. cent stakes respectively in 
j Refuge, said they would back a 
. revBion to the deal that resolves 
f a dispute over the value of so- 
. called orphan assets, 
i Orphan assets -a surplus on 
[_ life funds - are a common 
problem for insurance corapa- 
both in terms of valuation 
and in attributing ownership to 

Refuge now plans to issue a 
new security which aims to pU t 
a value on the orphan assets 
Each Refuge shareholder will 
receive three new securities for 
every one Refuge share, which 
will be convertible into ordinary 
shares of United Assurance — 
the intended name of the 
merged company. 

However, a shadow is still cast 
over the merger by Perpetual 
the fund manager and a big 
■shareholder in Refuge, which 
says it has yet to make up its 
mind about the revised deal. 

Nefl Woodford, a senior fund 
r manager at Perpetual who 
1 robustly objected to the origi- 
i nal merger terms, was unavail- 
! able for comment yesterday. 

_ While he was said to been- 
I couraged by Refuge's new ap- 
: proach to the orphan assets, he 
! apparently still harbours some 
L reservations. Sources close to 
Perpetual said he would prob- 
, ably make a firm decision on 
- whether or not to sanction the 
V revised deal later this week. 

Paul Dayus, assistant mvest- 
^rnent manager at Britannic, 
z said he had always understood 
% the logic of the merger. “We be- 
; lieve these new terms ... have 
addressed a potential prob- 
Hem/*- he said. 



Confident: John Cudworth believesthe merger can go ahead 


John Cudworth, chief execu- 
tive of Refuge, said the new spe- 
cial securities would have a life 
time of six years which could be 
extended for another two years. 

“I am confident that the is- 
sue of the new security satisfies 
the concerns raised by our ma- 
jor shareholders and I look 
forward to the completion of the 
merger,” Mr Cudworth said. 

The new securities will not be 
listed but will transferable and 
Mr Cudworth thought it was 
possible that some of the large 
market makers may be prepared 
to make a market in the shares. 


Refuge, which has so far had 
only a tiny amount of accep- 
tances for the deal, will call an 
extraordinary general meeting 
for later this month to vote on 
the merger and the issue of the 
new securities. 

Most of United Friendly’s 
shareholders have accepted the 
deaL 

Refuge's interim results, also 
released yesterday, showed or- 
dinary periodic premium busi- 
ness rose 14 per cent in the first 
half of 1996, reaching £7. 9m. In- 
dustrial business, though, fell 6.1 
percent 


The return of (he Imperial name to the 
stock market today after a 10-year 
absence has been marked by some thing 
less than fanfare. News of the separate 
listing of Imperial and its three Hanson 
stab femai e s has done nothing for the 
shares of its erstwhile parent, which have 
slumped 26 per cent since the four-way 
demerger was announced m January. 

The first day’s trading in the shares 
was marred by Friday s announcement 
that 40 former smokers are suing Im- 
perial Tobacco, claiming it failed to warn 
sufficiently about the link s between 
smoking and cancer. Up to now, the 

That said, for the politically incorrect 
investor Imperial has plenty to recom- 
mend iL Despite claims that Hanson 
bought companies as an asset-stripping 
exercise. Imperial is in fine shape after 
10 years within the conglomerate's 
sausage machine. Capital expenditure 
has run at over 150 per cent of depre- 
dation in the past five years and the 
group is regarded as one of the most ef- 
ficient cigarette producers in the world, 
with operating margins approaching 50 
per cent. A further £35m three-year in- 
vestment programme in ultra high 

Speed T™ n ^f ?M’ trrrTng ar ft t pflHrfng fvpnp- 

ment is half completed. 

Admittedly, the demands of invest- 
ment have not been particularly oner- 
ous for a group whose already 
prodigious profits are almost entirely 
converted to cash. In 1995, for instance, 
despite paying out £25m on capital in- 
vestment ana tax, the group generat- 
ed cash of £346m out of operating 
profits of £34&n. In future, the group 
win face a rapidly escalating tax charge 
and wfll labour under £l.D6bn of debt 
loaded on as part of the demerger 
terms. ThatwE take some time to dear, 
but pro forma interest cover for 1994- 
95 remains a comfortable 4.7 times. 

Investors may find more reasons to 
fret in the over-ripe state of the UK 
tobacco market, into which 90 per cent 
of Imperial’s sales are made. Ggarette 
consumption has been sliding gently at 
2 per cent a year over the past four 
years under the impact of the Gov- 
ernment’s duty increases. In dgats and 
handrolling tobacco the slump is run- 
ning at 6 and 10 per cent a year. 

But having been knocked off its 
perch at the top of the UK market by 
Gallaher, it has recovered strongly since 
1990, bouncing back from a share of 
under a third to 38 per cent now, with- 
in two points of the leader. The key to 
future success lies in breaking into Eu- 
rope and developing markets overseas, 
particularly the Far East, where BAT 
has blazed the trail 

On an opening dure price of around 
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375p, Imperial stands on a forward 
multiple of under 9, based on BZWs 
forecast profits of £335m for the cur- 
rent year. With a forecast yield of 73 
per cent, they are worth holding. 

Chez Gerard 
is beefed up 

It’s been quite a year for Groupe Chez 
G&arcL A flurry of acquiations that 
have more than doubled the size of the 
company and demanded a massive re- 
furbishment programme, the return of 
bombs to its central London heartland 
and a collapse in the public's confidence 
In beet one of the unashamedly car- 
nivorous group's staples. 

To have increased profits by 23 per cent 
to £LS6m and earomgs per share by 28 
per cent to 103p in those drcumstances 
is an impressive performance. Share- 
holders were rewarded by a 17 per cent 
jump in the dividend to 23p and a 6p 
rise in the share price to 242JSp. 

Chez Gdrard appears to have puDed 
off that most difficult of tricks, bring- 


ing the economies and efficiencies of 
a chain to a group of individualistic and 
( reasonab ly) upmarket restaurants. 
Tire plan is to double again in the next 
three years, as they have in the three 
since flotation, while retaining the 
restaurants’ character. 

The investment case for Groupe 
Chez G£raxd bangs cm three main vari- 
ables. Will the economic background 
remain favourable, will the trend to- 
wards faring out continue and does the 
company have the resources, financial 
and management, to benefit fully? 

There would appear to be plenty of 
evidence of rising consumer confidence, 
at least in the short term, and figures 
from the Henley Centre suggest a so- 
da! sea change is occurring that will see 
us spend a much larger proportion of 
our disposable income on eating out 
than we ever have done before. We still 
lag way behind France and the US. 

As for management, the appoint- 
ment of a new, full-time finance di- 
rector is a sensible step forward, as is 
that of a new general manager for the 
Chez Gerard brand. With only nine 
restaurants, all within London, this is 
still a manageable company - even 


IMPERIAL TOBACCO: AT A GLANCE 
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twice as big, it would not stretch the 
current team too thinly. 

On the basis of forecast profits of 
£3.4m this year and £4.1m next time, 
the shares’ stand on a prospective 
price/eamings ratio of 19, felling to 15. 
Compared to other companies in the 
sector, and measured against a growth 
rate of more than 20 per cent a year, 
that is not loo demanding and the 
shares remain good value. 

Oasis shares are 
proving fertile 

Oasis Stores has been a storming in- 
vcstmenT since floating last year. Placed 
at 148p in June, the women's fashion 
chain's shares have comfortably dou- 
bled, even after yesterday's 13.5p dip 
to 3925p. The group appears to have 
overcome its legal difficulties with 
former owners Graham and Edwina 
Brown and is thriving on an increas- 
ingly successful trading formula. 

Pre-tax profits came dose to dou- 
bling in the 26 weeks to July, rising from 
£16 lm to £5.1 9m in the period, with 
earnings per share up a third to 6.47p 
from a pro forma figure of 4.St>p. 

The figures were driven by new shops 
and healthy Iike-for-like sales growth 
of 10 per ccnL Over the year to July, 
the group had opened 22 more stores, 
including concessions, raising the to- 
tal to 92. with a further eight added 
since the period end. But even with 
most of those outlets being in the UK, 
Oasis believes there are still at least 50 
suitable sites where the group is not 
represented in the domestic market. 
Overseas, it has just begun to scratch 
the surface in Germany and in the Gull 

But all of this frenetic activity would 
hardly be justified without a strong un- 
derlying market, and it would appear 
that, sofar. Oasis has hit the mark. The 
underlying 10 per cent growth has con- 
tinued into the first eight weeks of the 
new year and brokers arc looking for 
profits to jump from £9.87m to £143m 
m the full year. That puts the shares 
on a heady p/e of 22. 

The market may be right to be cau- 
tious. The company is looking at di- 
versifying its distribution and is talking 
to potential partners about the Inter- 
net and mail order. But that will not 
be enough if the notoriously fickle 
youth market at which Oasis aims is 
suddenly turned off its designs. Just 
conceivably. Sears may be tempted to 
bid, given its ownership of the Ware- 
house chain, a former vehicle of the 
Bennett brothers who now run Oasis, 
but the shares are high enough. 


Rank sells its engineering interests for £72m 


MAGNUS GlHMONB s *‘-** r 

Rank Organisation, the Butlins 
/ to Hard Rock Cafe group, yes- 
terday kicked off its planned 
; £300m disposal programme 
■; with the £72m sale of Rank Pre- 
cision Industries, an engineer- 

• ing group. 

The proceeds win help pay for 

• the Ibm Cobleigh pub chain. 
- which Rank agreed to buy last 

• week in a £1 13m deal athongb 


they^ will initially be used to re- 
duce borrowings- Rank’s shares 
added lp to 428p yesterday. 

The four businesses grouped 
under RankPreriskm Industries 
are being sold to Schroder Ven- 
tures, the venture capital arm 
of Rank's merchant banking ad- 
visers, which has put together 
two management buy-in teams 
for the deal The consideration 
comprises £63m in cash and 
£9m in loan notes. 


The sale foDowsfoe shak&up 
of the business instigated by 
Andrew Tfeare, who took over 
as chief executive earlier this 
year. As well as laying the 
groundwork for the rale of its 
£lbn-plus stake in the Rank 
Xerox copier group, Mr Tfcare 
last xnOTthunvefled plans to dis- 
pose of £300m of peripheral as- 
sets over the next two years. 

He said yesterday: “Our 
strategic review in August dear- 


ly identified Rank’s focus on 
leisure retailing and film and 
entertainment services. RPPs 
engineering businesses do not 
fit within this strategy.” 

There was no news yesterday 
of progress on the sale of the 
other operations earmarked 
for sale, which include the 
Shearings holiday coach firm 
and Kingston Plantation, a US 
holiday business. Rank would 
mate no comment on reports 


that a £75m buyout led by a for- 
mer director, Angus Cncbton- 
MGBer, was the preferred bidder 
for Shearings. 

Yesterday’s sale involved 
four businesses which are said 
to hark back to Rank’s days as 
a film maker. RPI comprises 
Tkylor Hobson, a maker of 
precision measuring equip- 
ment, Strand Lighting, in- 
volved in theatrical and studio 
lighting, Cintel, which manu- 


factures telecine equipment, 
and the electronic display 
products division of Brimar. 
The digital projection busi- 
ness, formerly part of Brimar, 
is not being sold. 

Taylor Hobson, Cintel and 
Brimar are to form a new 
group, Precision Instruments, 
which will be headed by Phil 
Tempest Strand is to form a 
separate £21m deal led by Jim 
Ryan. 


Britannia buys loan 
portfolio for £l.lbn 


tS* 7 


Britannia Building Society yes- 
' terday bought a JEl.lbn mort-- 
gage portfolio from Citibank, 
the US bank, expanding its 
overall mortgage book to 
£10bn, writes Jill Trainer. 

“It's a big book. It's got val- 
ue for our members,” said 
Trevor Bayley, finance director 
of the Britannia, decl in i n g to 
disclose the how much the 
society had paid for the 
mortgages. 

He said said it was one of the 
society's largest deals and did 
not rule out farther acquisitions. 
u Lf we see a transaction which 
looks like good value we would 
. consider it.” 

However, he noted, there 
are few other mortgage port- 
folios of this sizefor sale on the 
market Citibank customers wgl 
nol notice immediately any dif- 
■ ference to the way their mort- 
gages are handled. Britannia 


intends to write to the 30,000 
Citibank customers whose 
mortgages it now owns in the 
next few weeks to inform them 
how their mortgages will be 
administered. . 

The mortgages cover a range 
of properties throughout the 
country and the loans range 
from variable rate to special 
loans for customers with small 
deposits and fixed-rate deals. 

Citibank Customer Bank is 
left with £500m of mortgages in 
its portfolio, winch it intends to 
keep. " 

Tne mortgages it sold to Bri- 
tannia were for customers who 
only use Citibank for their mort- 
gage and no other service. - 

“This transfer brings oar UK 
mortgage business into, line 
with our global strategy,” said 
Meredith Williams, UK execu- 
tive director of Citibank Con- 
sumer Bank. 


TV luminaries wish Bottomley 
would keep her appointments 


On Tuesday 
Slh October, BT 
introduce a 
telephone table 
everyone 
will apjy reel ate. 


THEY THINK 
ITS ALL OVER -. 


Virginia Bottomley is not 
winning any friends in televi- 
sion circles, if last week’s 
events are anything to go by. 
The National Heritage Secre- 

don fruninarirato'Ser offices 
last Wednesday, asking them 
to bring along their “wish 
lists” for whatthe govern- 
ment should do for the 
broadcasting sector. 

The time. was set at 530 
and broadcasting notables 
such as Brace Gyngell of 
Yorkshire IVne Tfees, Nigel 
Walmsley of Carlton and 
Steve Morrison of Granada 
Media turned up on the dot 

Mrs Bottomley, sadly, did 
noL She arrived at 530, 
spent another five minutes 
fussing around trying to find 
an underling to join the 
throng, and then announced 
she would have to leave with- 
in 10 minutes for another en- 
j gagement 

The wish lists never even' 
made it out of the guests’ 
lapel pockets. Mrs Bottomley 
devoted the entire 1 0-minute 
“meeting" to a finger wag- 
ging lecture about digital 
television. 

The new “Big Cat” logp at 
the legal firm Osborne Clarke 
Has caused a bit of a “to-do” 
among M 'Learned Friends. 

' Osborne Clarke's is one of 
- the few legal practices to have 
a logo of any sort And Leslie 
Perrin, & senior partner, was 
keen on the designer's Pan- 
ther-style image because it 
represented something differ- 
ent. “Most law firms are still 
into quill pens and geezers in 
wigs,” he said- “It is as if 
longevity and tradition are all. . 
tbeyare prepared “to sell 
Well we were founded in 
1720 but we think that speaks 
fbr itself- We wanted some- 
thing that was more modem.” 


People & Business 



In Brief 

• Shares in computer group DCS jumped 28p to 225J5p yester- 
day after a leap in profits for the year to June from £610,000 to 
£237m. Earnings per share increased by 66 per cent to 831p and 
the board is recommending a final dividend of lp, making 1.5p 
for the year. Robin Lodge, chairman, said: “The three legs of our 
business are now well established and the integration of the man- 
agement teams is complete. The current year has begun very well 
with a strong order book, a well balanced portfolio of products 
and services and the best list of prospects we have ever enjoyed." 

• Celsis International the specialist in rapid microbial testing 
for the quality assurance market, launched an £11. Im rights is- 
sue yesterday to fund the proposed £11 2m acquisition of 
Human, another microbial testing company. At the end of Au- 
gust Lumac had net assets of £2. 65m and made profits before 
tax of £lm in the year to that date. The 3 for 20 cash call is un- 
derwritten by Panmure Gordon at lOOp a share. Celsis's shares 
dosed lp lower at I12p. 

• Stuart Whitts, former chief executive of Fisons, will become chair- 
man of Yorkshire Group from 1 October. He replaces Philip Lowe, 
wbo has been chairman since 1987. Michael Greenhalgh, group 
managing director, said: “Stuart Wallis has a proven track record 
in the development and implementation of global business strate- 
gies. We are especially pleased to have secured his services.” 

• Personal Number Company; which provides a call forwarding 
service so that mdividuals or businesses can keep one phone num- 
ber even if they move, jumped to a big premium on its first day 
of dealings on the Alternative Investment Market Placed at 66p, 
the shares valued the company at £102m. well below initial ex- 
pectations of about £15m. The shares closed at lOliip. 


COMPANY RESULTS 
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Top hats and white ties: Chez Gerard’s management trio step out to promote Scotts 


But the “Big Cat” image 
immediately sparked a wave 
of “Hit Cat” jokes. Mr Perrin 
was sent five cans of cat food 
every day fbr a week as well 
as a steady flow of mafl, com- 
plimentary and otherwise. 
The cat food will not go to 
waste. Mr Perrin has eight 
cats after one of his moggies 
presented him with six kittens 
the other week. 

Management at Group Chez 
Gerard, the London restau- 
i rant group, jpui on the glad 
rags yesterday to promote the 
relaunch of Scotts, the Ma^ 
fair restaurant which reopens 
next month. 

Neville Abraham and Lau- 
rence Isaacson donned top 
hat and white tie for the pho- 
tos. The new finance direc- 
tor, Clare Whitley, was asked 
to sport the same kit too. 


“It’s one way of getting her in 
trousers,” Mr Isaacson said. 

Dress size news from Oasis, 
the women's fashion chain led 
by Michael and Maurice Ben- 
nett The company has had to 
“go up a size” in its new Ger- 
man stores to accommodate 
the fuller figure of the Thu- 
tonic frSulem. The new size 
16 has proved successful and 
has since been introduced in 
the UK stores too. 

In Thiwan, however, the 
company has had to indulge 
in a bit of garment “downsiz- 
ing” or “shrinkage”. There, 
the smaller Oriental physique 
has required smaller sizes to 
be added to the range. 

Cantor Fitzgerald recorded a 
convincing victory in the 
Reuters City Sevens rugby 
challenge m Richmond on 


Sunday. The Cantor team, 
which included two Harle- 
quins players, thumped last 
year's winners, Lloyd’s of 
London, 33-19 at the Rich- 
mond Athletic Ground in 
Surrey. Almost 2,000 specta- 
tors watched humiliations 
such as Cantor scoring 52 
points against Ernst & 

Young. The event raised 
£S,000 for Sparks, the chil- 
dren's charity, and even 
Ernst & Young salvaged 
something from the wreckage 
of their afternoon. They went 
on to win the plate for first- 
round losers. The event or- 
ganiser, ex-Hoare Govern 
broker Keith Shepherd, de- 
clared the event a triumph. 
“It was the first time in 15 
years that all the teams have 
turned up.” 

Nigel Cope 
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Time to change the rules of the fiscal game 


O ne of the oddities about 
finance ministers is that 
they never say that one 
of their aims is to increase the 
national debt. But virtually all 
of them do it 

There are nearly 200 coun- 
tries who have sent finance 
ministers to Washington for 
the annual meetings of the In- 
ternational Monetary Rind and 
World Bank. Only a handful 
(on a quick tally, fewer than 10 ) 
ran a budget surplus last year. 
The most important s ingl e 
thing that finance ministers do 
is to set the appropriate balance 
between taxation and public 
spending. By their own stan- 
dards, virtually all faH 
When people do the oppo- 
site ofwhat they say you can call 
them hypocrites. But that is a 
touch unfair. What is wrong is 
surely not so much human fail- 
ure, though there’s enough of 
that, but system failure. Some- 
thing is very wrong with the way 
that tax and spending policies 
are determined throughout the 
developed world. It is an issue 
of enormous importance and if 
you want to choose a time 
when it has come to a head, this 
is the moment. 

In the past few days there 
have been budgets, proposed or 
agreed, in four of the group of 
seven countries: the US, Ger- 
many. France and Italy. All had 
deficits, but all produced bud- 
gets which, in theory at least, cut 
those deficits. 

Fiscal “responsibility” is the 
mood of the hour. These cuts 
are taking place for different 
reasons. In the US, a Republi- 


can congress, though one 
rather cowed by President Clin- 
ton’s poll lead, has a deal which 
a leading Republican, Bob Liv- 
mgstane, called a downsizing of 
government “For the first time 
in modem history, we have 
reversed the course of govern- 
ment. We have begun down- 
sizing.” he said. 


What is wrong 
is not human 
failure, but 
system failure 


The three European coun- 
tries have all cut their deficits 
to try to meet the Maastricht 
requirements, although not 
very credibly in the case of 


France and Italy. As for the 


tightening in Japan next year 
and, to judge by Kenneth 
Clarke's comments in Wash- 
ington. a respectable further 

cut in the UK deficit come No- 
vember. 

So everyone's tightening. If 
you want to see a parallel, 

think about die mood of mone- 
tary policy in the early 1980s. 
Everyone agreed that some- 
thing had to be done about the 
inflationary explosion of the 
1970s and gradually, painfully, 
order was restored. Through 
the 1980s a set of guidelines 
was established that countries 
could use to maintain monetary 
discipline money supplied tar- 
gets; inflation targets; greater 
independence for central 
banks, and so on. Now the 
same is happening to fiscal pol- 
icy. 



ECONOMIC VIEW 

HAMISH McRAE 


What are these rules? The 
learning process has only just 
begun. The IMF has just set up 
a working party to look at the 
usefulness of various types of 
fiscal rules but this has yet to 
report Still you can see some 
of the ideas that are around. 

The place to start is decent 
and honest public accounts. 
Budgets are still drawn up on 
ayear-by-year basis with maybe 
some projection for the next 
three or four years, projections ' 
which frequently turn out to be 
over-optimistic. Capital spend- 
ing and current spending are 
frequently confused, ana off- 


balance sheet liabilities con- 
cealed or ignored. Changes 
are being made to try to im- 
prove this in a number of 
countries, the UK included. 
But the fact remains that coun- 
tries are run with a set of ac- 
counts that would disgrace a 
medium-sized co mm ercial 
company, let alone a multi- 
national. ■ 

Two changes in particular are 
needed. One is to have figures 
for unfunded liabilities: things 
to which a government is com- 
mitted but which do not appear 
in current spending. These 
would include fixture pension 



THE RISE AND FALL OF BUDGET DEFICITS 
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liabilities. The other is to have 
multi-year budgets so that peo- 
ple can see the long-term con- 
sequences of decisions that 
are taken now. 

Once there are decent ac- 
counts you can Start tQ .think Qf 

rules. These could be self-im- 
posed on a conn try-by-country 
basis rather in the way that Gor- 
don Brown has proposed some 
rules for the hiture Labour 
chancellor. Or they could be 
imposed by some external bod- 
ies like the European Union. 

The EU is now debating the 
form that discipline might take 
on member governments that 
ran excessive fiscal deficits 
post-European " Monetary 
Union. But Doth these ideas are 
unsatisfactory. There’s nothing 
stopping a government break- 
ing its own rules. And if the 
Maastricht convergence crite- 
ria are unpopular, think of the 




idea of European Union fines 
for a country that happened to 
break the diktat of the EU bu- 
reaucrats. But something has to 
be done. 

. In the case of monetary pol-. 
iev what has happened is that, 
to’ some extent, decisoD-mak- 
ing has been taken away from 
politicians. It’s been passed to 

(jovernments 
should not have 
the right to run 
large deficits 

more-or-less independent cen- 
tral banks and. in practice, also 
to the world's financial markets. 

I suspect that the same sort 
of process win take place over 
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the next 20 yeais or so with fis- 
cal policy. 

Countries might establish 
some kind of independent 
body which would oversee the 
budgetary process. Other bod- 
ies might look at segregating 
social security funds so that 
these fends were free from po- 
litical interference. It would not 
be possible for a government 
to raid people's savings to de- 
liver tax cuts, even though 
those savings were merely part 
of a general social - security 
contributions budget. 

The markets will help too, 
for the more that responsible 
fiscal policy becomes the fash- 
ion, the more the markets will 
punish governments that run 
large deficits by whacking up 
long-t erm interest rates: The 
IMF may, at the margin, also 
help by sketching some kind of 
good governance practice. 

But maybe the .biggest 
change has to be in socialat- 
titudes about the proper extent 
and role for elected govern- 
ment 

We will come to think of gov- 
ernment as not having the 
right to run large deficits: this 
is something' which ought not 
to be part of the political 
process, just as we regard 
politicians now as not having 
the right to interfere with the 
judicial process. Wise politi- 
cian wiR recognise this and re- 
spect h. 

Evidence that such a sea- 
change has begun? It is thin, I 
admit. Bat we, and I mean the 
whole developed world, not just 
the UK, can’t go on as we are. 
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Dettori closes in on Arc partner 
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JOHN COBB * 

k AH precautions were beine tafc- 
W' 5? 5K P ^ to P reve nt the Utt- 

ittFrsp**** 

Pnx de I Arc de TKomphe might 
take place whh the man of the 

f moment, Frankie Dettori 
watching from the sidelines 
The participation of his regular 
mount. Classic Cliche, regains 
in senous doubt and the list of 
alternatiye rides is a brief one. 

Classic Cliche missed a gal- 
lop rm Sunday after looking dull 
m his coat and a verdict on 
whether he would run in Eu- 


5sF*»w 

SJfflSLSSt 

fanriJennig Dettori's agent, 

SgMKssa 

SJ the other pos- 

siWe ndes are snapped m> 

^e’ve been offered the ride 
on Khabd AbduDah's Sunshade. 

Rae Guest rang this moraine 
about My Emma and John 
tiosden s Tamure is still in the 
race. Cowing said last mghL 
My Emma , who won the Prix 
Venneule over die Arc’s course 


.(recent 
outing, would need to be sup- 


plemented for the race by her 
small Newmarket stable. The 
cost would be £52,000, rough- 
ly half her eamingg from the 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP. Spate 
(Newmarket U3G) 
N&CNvakic 
(Newmartet 4J2Q 

Vennrilte, and the decision 
would have to be made on 
Thursday. Easy ground is re- 
quired if she is to produce her 
best. 

The Arc favourite, Hdissia, 
came through his final piece of 


work at Chantilly in good style 
yesterday. The dual Group One 
winner was pm through his 
over id furlongs under 
PesHer,. who was not 
hard on his mount once the Ebc 
L eBoocfaechage had drawn up- 
sides the leaders “Helissio gave 
me a good feel and was veiy re- 
laxed," Peslkr said. 

HeHssio, beaten just once in 
his career when refusing to set- 
tle in the Fren c h Derby, has 
gained his biggest wins m the 
Prix Lnpin and the Grand Prix 
de Saint-Cloud. 

After the latter win in Jniy, 
the Spanish-owned colt was 
given a break and successfully 


ed in the Group IWo 
PrixNiel at Lonedhamp earli- 
er this month. Darned especially 
with the Arc in mind, HeHssio 
took the Niel in good style 
from Darazari, another of his ri- 
vals on Sunday. 

Dettori, meanwhile, has 
moved into another favourite's 
role following his seven-timer 
at Ascot on Saturday. He now 
heads the market, at 64 (from 
8-1 before Saturday's success), 
to win the BBC Tv Sports Per- 
sonality of the Year. Dettori bs 
relegated the Olympic rower 
Steve Redgrave to 15-8 joint 
second favourite with Damon 
HflL 


McCoy is Pipe’s stand-in after Bridgwater resigns 
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Tbny McCoy is likely to be the 
immediate benefidaiy of David 
Bridgwater’s decision to resign 
as first jockey to Martin Pipe. 
McCoy, the champion Nation- 
al Hunt jockey, will be asked to 
ride Pipe's runners at Exeter 
and Taunton this week. 

The Ulsterman auditioned 
v for the role of stable jockey at 
^t Nicholashayne a year ago when 
« the job went to Bridgwater and 

t ^ 


a permanent position with the 
stable may again come into 
consideration now that Bridg- 
water has vacated the postaf- 
ter just over one season. 

The jockey's decision ramp as 
a “total surprise” to the cham- 
pion trainer, who learned of the 
resignation on Sunday just horns 
before Bridgwater issued a 


l I!.!, 
ps.i ■ I- 


. v . 
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night and that was the find I’d 
heard of it,” Pipe said yesterday. 

Although Kpe is now with- 
out a stable jockey - his No2, 
Jonothan Lower, recently re- 
tired due to diabetes - the 
trainer lia< no pfa™ to nanv* a 
replacement and will use the 
bat jockeys available in cran- 
ing weeks. “there’s no rush to 
get anyone else as most of my 
better horses won’t run until we 
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: softer ground. If the Ekes ctf 
" IcCoy are available for 
Exeter and Ihunion this week 
then well use them.” 

Bridgwater's decision to ride 
as a freelance nrinois that of his 
predecessor at Nkbolasbayne, 
Richard Dunwoody. \Wdely de- 
scribed as the best job in jump 
racing, the rote was unable to 
provide enough winners for 
Bridgwater to overtake McCoy 


in the title race. One of Pipe’s 
mam owners, Darren Mercer, 
recently removed his horses 
from the stable, including Gold 
Cup hope Banjo, and this may 
have influenced Bridgwater’s 
decision. At the same bme, the 
powerful Lamboum stable of 
Kim Bailey, without a retained 
rider after the departure of 
Norman Williamson, could 
prove a source of rides. 


Man held 
in Old 
fire case 

A 42-year-okl man has been ar- 
rested on suspicion of anon in 
connection with the fire that 
claimed the Bves of four hors- 
es at Jim Old's stable two weeks 
ago. 

Swindon police yesterday 
took a local mm into custody 
to question him about the cause 
of the fire which ravaged a 
bam at Old’s stables at Brnbury 
Castle in Wiltshire. 

Four horses, including the 
high-dass hurdler Backgam- 
mon, died in the fire, in which 
dozens more suffered injuries 
when they were allowed to 
roam free on the downs in or- 
der to escape the blaze which 
occurred in the middle of foe 
night. Hvo horses are stiQ un- 
dergoing treatment at Ridgeway 
Veterinary Horse Hospital in 
Lamboum. 

Of the 26 horses still at the 
yard, which stables the Cham- 

S ’on Hurdle winner Collier 
iy, 10 are stifl being treated as 
waiting wenmded white the oth- 
ers are waiting for rain to bring 
softer ground before they return 
to the track. 


French threat to Dazzle 


Dazzle, the favourite for tiwrt 
year’s 1,000 Guineas, has a 
straightforward opportunity to 
maintain her unbeaten record 
and pick up a Group One prize 
in today’s Oieveley Park Stakes 
at NewmarkeL 

(Heady the best juvenile fil- 
ly on this side of the Channel, 
Dazzle may face her most ar- 
duous challenge from the 
Bench filly. Pas De Reponse. 


She represents the Criquette 
Head stable that was successful 
in this race with MaBkhein 
1982 and Ravinella in 1987. 
Both those fiQies went an to suc- 
cess in the Guineas. 

In television coverage cur- 
tailed because of the Labour 
Parity Conference, the Tktter- 
saOs Houghton Sales Stakes is 
the only other contest to gain 
live transmission. 


NEWMARKET 

2 jB& Aboa ZoaBwae ihe Gim=rack 
Stakes on fest ground ax T&d: six 
weeks ago and is sure to start at 
short odds to win this for the same 
trainer-jockey combination tha t 

tnr>k ftik prrw 1? mmnthc ago. 

There is a question mark, howev- 
er, whether this colt win appreci- 
ate today’s extra fadang an a much 
idfier track. Perhaps the vahie lies 
with each-way support for SWISS 
LAW, who seems sure to hst this 
seven furkmgs wdL Kteren Altai’s 
mount was staying on strongly 
when second to Indiscreet at York. 



3.45; The French QUy Fas De Re- 
ponae is an interes tin g rhalienggr 
but It is difficult to see pastthe un- 
beaten DAZZLE, who beat Ocean 
Ridge by an easy five lengths at 
Newmarket. 


3-30 Dear Life (nb) 
Z05 Swiss Law 
2L35 Menas Gold 


-lipipisgis 

ralsa Sagfli 

HYPERION 

&1D MGHTBIRD (nap) 
345 Dazzle 
4JQ Desert Horizon 
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GOING: Good to Finn. CTAIXS: F*r akte. DRAW ADVANTAGE: None 

■ RifM-hand coume with lm 2f mni&OL. Rowley Wk comae. 

■ ftarecQinwe is SW or town m A 1304. Bos link from Cumin hig. and N wnuiita ttar 
Uonc. ADMISSION: Ctab £14 (10 io 2B-fMMkki8): Grandstand* FaddockllO (16 
U> jiS-yearokb SGI; SDm Ring S3. CAR PARK: Ifanbeia £1; remainder tree. 




■ LEADING TBAINEKS WUU RUNNERS: H Cedi — 68 wimvecs tarn 282 znmm 

gives a success redo of 24. Hk and a loss to a 51 leid stake of £6.02; JGoate — 66 
wkiness, 373 nmners, M.7W, -£73.16; R Hanmia — 60 winnea, 680 name**, SJ7%, 
S23825: L Cmunl — 34 wtaneo, 288 Rmnen, ^£123^8. 

■ LEADING 40CKBTS: Fat E*tory — 120 wtanos, C25 rides, ZZJSVt, -44^6; L Del. 
tori — 75 winners, 529 rides, 14.2%, -il38-64; W Corson — 55 wnmaa, 496 rides. 
1 1.1%. -477DB; WRSwtabnm — 54 wtanen, 371 rides. 14.6%, -S36J7. 
BUNKERED FIRST TOffi: None. 

WINNERS IN 1HB LAST SEVEN DA33: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE ECNNEHS: DoriilaBcto (335) bos beam 200 ndkshrJBOlKfi from 
MkhUdamuN Yaks; Swiss Law (2D5J sert 166 w0« tffJ FtetCarid 5tm Nartcn. N TodB. 


Darid later and RaaMt DBaori. who wen IMS last jnenrith Rto Ourida, can totaw 141 wWi 
ABOO ZDUZ. «# GWinarii Sates wfoner. Hasfeig worn down Compton Place m Vtodt, Aoou 
7m It tinpr im iri nnnnpi in aiujiMl lm iril nn> Ihn istib rn>im lim n«sa la mmi> nf 
pace or the dnnf » sale sod any starrwa Umnaons coUO wea be exposed Si wew wB be 
a trt^y-iun race twer a demanringsawn futongs. John Durfap won ms In 199S witii Fumo 
a londa and nas boated Pat Eddoy and Hick Nnane fcrfiis twottodgeomndan, Waoate 
Ooiriaa and SandatBow. last Qma out, Greomfs Gorton was fourth to Equal Rlgssina 
Group Three taea at tfa Cunagi "Me Sandnona M a gtod baffle atm me Royal lodte 
(MrX, BBaie0». at Mydocfc. Both races warn over a mfla. Pwua «at bsaan in a unad race 
at Dsatwte In Ai#ot- bur ortjr by Vasa pans of a lentfi. and has pnesaaed wWi avsqr 
rsee. VWtadSar a Srnaar w The 3394 winner . Don Ccrieow. in Dwt ha won Ms maWan 
lirat tme out and then ran n the ChartseyLo* Stakes. MiAaMar was heMonon^ a heafl 
and a neck Py Fab* and Captain CoSns at Kampao and that form raceivad a boost when 
ftwttfi-ptacad King Sound reappeared to win at Newbtay. INfctrlwrclng. naagSae ana mb 
la Uiwa hgweptarty of etpedeneabutWanw WaWrmfetubaitwterwnhtfwpotgn iM to 
mats a race of tt. She won in giad stjts on Iwr debut at Hampton and runre LocAartet 
pdd her a ceunpament by Pealng Coriini at Ascot B itaa Hnw AflOC 2DtJZ 


las ttan ttaee mere cewred NWttM, NaKM Pasar, Bhiaa Sam SBK M 

itnarimtarnoa at the St ta^r mealing and than we not nacaaaatyba agwt 
deal baawsn tham me. CGamUed-on » the same rare was Baa Baa Dram, pnroiaiy 
nnnef-tc to the smart Marendun at Goodwood). The ears tatf-firiong might mm® • di- 
terence, but the longer tnp aaams sub to nat Mgs&M bewfeig In mind she gat ip on ttw 
few at Doncaster. Naked Poaar is lib better off for a snort head and has Pet Eddery on 
boad. but Btees Queen is d^My wohb off wrii both mania to her subsequent win at %ir. 
Sort Mist can do tower won RSchnrt Quinn owns o»w born an tnaaperienced aeprenttce. 
but FranMa Dataat swCcnes to ROSE CARNnou. haring won on Qaechiam H Neutwiy and 
flnttwd sMfflh on that % on Town Moor. Roaa CamM tedad Ced teS e s pwwnce 
whan beaten almost tour ieriglhs by the Goaden fRy at Nawbuy bU she had a nuaary wav 
ner fGbv Rrtncasa behind adtan making the most of an aasy opanbe at Thtac. Ow Wmfm 
race ■ Yarmouth promla es wt be W store everagA %wt8e another that could $> was la 
Lady O od fe w, who beat a huga field at Yorir tlm) after flushing second to Hues Rfcw on 
malriy Course- S wrtl aw. TOSE CAKNtVW. 




SHADWSJ. STUD CHEVBLEYMRK STAKES (CLASS 
A) (Gras 11 BBOfiOO added ZYD fflfs s «T 
Penalty Vriue £88^308 


235 


130 


NGK SMRK PLUGS RAXED HANDICAP (CLASS B) £12^00 
added lm 4f Penalty VUue £8^068 

404000 BMO(IIS%(MI VXQOByai(tDgn>mpavttQCBfeMt59T — — 

5146 SM«rpMr[l»qM(D|(lteGw»»lte«9IAsJeW395 IMdS 

155 HMJBiCASRElOB} pw*tflMonwnmBcOJGo«lafl394 L Mini 2 

432401 snm(MmMiltxiCwwOLCUnnl393 KUwWyl 

"'ihwBB 

AHtertwa 7 


SHADWELL STUD APPRENTICE SERBESFV4AL {HANDICAP} 
(CLASS E) UDflOO added lm 2f Pentety Vriue £736 

300006 IMHEAlKWi»art|USlVHai*JlMwa^Caaian4910_ lawMd ^f 

030532 VOUVM{OSA>m(QMSnwOiaa»g397 Mrti - j «T 

066000 MBW5aOU>gag8BanartSft»4J7,.^. ■■ A My 14 

ZZ2-2m St9«UFTTOie)Stoqiaaeia«Hflfeakn49e. 

400-211 ZBM044)<l90aaEMpotf PlM6r495L. 


121031 T»»UIEI»»«TOWW»rtMd«toWaiH*l*»JCat*390 

11-0025 _BCY0HD DOUBT {2C9P) [Ttw l^wen] losl tUtagW 4 8 13 

3154 mZWUIMI(USA)04IPaj|MArilBrifeig389 

603000 VM MMN a R PUWCTdBOnfetertlDe— *1467 

240221 MRABCHMP(21}PKLGhriSW]0dt381 
-9 ‘ 


JII 


16V 


1 
2 
3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 jtsra 

11 343401 HUgeraWBE 03 <0> {Ow li s h W MPrttaatei 1 Peace 4 B6 

12 330132 SWBMMMIMaJI4anlPIM«4713 

13 0001CS I M tM lB QtRL(n) pUMffiBWbodfenfl D Q*WQri4 7 10, 

JA 620601 D0IBU ECHO (Cl) 09 9% John Lari J Bade# 8 7 10 

-U ‘ 


600403 0Ptlfltr(tn0is D hB nH Mn*CDieg593 
144883 CH a aHR AWterqa g*m o wn H Mai e iirt Etlt«4cp390 
4410U IMIEPUMm)(B|(Priil4MM390 
06X0 HHCXCXDIE|b«>MMLOanBl3812 

MteM S B Qaais Vfcodi 4 8 B 



12021 MEIHBSAUnffl(talCan»«4RHanB6U. 
412 CMWIpHnouJoantaORBaBBll- 


11 D«2UM(Cq(pBWtyMSB4UStou»811- 


112 MW 6 HHrPlMMDaE(SQ(Cq|BDikAM 6 tedblnSiBar 8 U. 
1214 CKEMmEgBDOnmflEsanaaOPaapptttamsr 


MJMGS 
aaOtMZlOS 
IMhHI 92 

JlMoa4131 

XMMSZ12 

jMdtns 


121 fMDESmnE(Zl)(l66IIMebaBr«FmlUisCHMdffD811 FMaiSllO 

124341 mPHflClf l SL gnWgtataaRKadBWeSll MEMwy7104 

35 qasnPMBE«M(IH^(tabeitHMcaa}jSpe^811 IWwwwl S3 

02143 MVCMCXiElWPnUSbiMWVDHortRJoInGnHatfUiSll. 


>5 81 


KIMkHl 


MM 


-Sdwt— 4- 

f-ll 



BEITINfe M0» SpB*»*B*eadDnl4 Dear UK Utaatnv, 6-11 
lMWwChaa6r. 3BlV wHriw.aM.Rria 
1905; Sector vate 3 7 13 W Omn Ai 0 Mg 8 an 

FORM CUBE 

Beyond Doubt teced a dtffia* task In the Perk Hi Stakes at Doncatfer and shodd he 
fi fftt i on her helf-langh second to Better OBer Brinner on SundwAacAacotlnJiAr.lead- 
wSt*tLaneeK b aliin( l B%tindDt»iRatAdccciiiqttcnK»rii«KBmpioa beaX BnBIHlllAM 
a kmfjti and a quarter, end iheiB rntea not be much between those two. The Rgidy raced 
RnwWtam has room (Or Imprareman c thoute. and MB gate Strang ride (torn McteeiqiAin, 
wno won on him at Pontefract Martin Dwyer, who rode FkaMam lest time. ■ on bond 
Peer Lite agitn fallo w ing tftatrdeanag win at ^wom. Raised 8R». Dear Uteri! have to be 
better than aver to **1 but is a proffonw «y «4» seams sum to mote her presence to, 
aona vrith SpMo. iri>0 finished mc( id catch Daunt rioae home ow this journey at Don- 
caster- Dear Life's trainer. JtJto Gocfl, ateo tuns Q ua rt Pin who. «ra Maiden Curi a, tack- 
led e conditions race at Doncaster 18 days ago. Both were confers back ftom a teORttv 
but Smart Play had the stUfcrtarir. . SetecHoas RTZIMUIAM 

[ o nE l TRITOtSALLS HOUGHTON SALES.SttKES (CLASS 
|^ uo l H) £25^000 added 2VD7f Penalty VM»£23y9cU) 

1 121 ABDU ZDUZ (USA) (41)(C) (ttafic 5*5 DlofcrSO. 

2 61 B4ND08E MOT defer NwkcnJOlocfer 90 

3 6 6EnwroMr(«QUEB«itHoaariMsi9a 

4 22104 M W ir S reran Ma B^Mwpt4dfeS FCMa90 

5 4114 «tOOM®60aDORg%OTW(M«HRxlMlDu*p9 

e 01 HOKE AUJfC M (D H Armta^ J Sotdeo 9 0 

- 404424 tMfOIXn){USA)M(EfesnfefeteadflacnDCOSBiBe9 

a a MUMDOiUKusntznofwideB^rieiaoisrycjBfeaaBi 
a OtS N06UHVEnHRKr(13)UCanWJeaBn90 
in 4112 PSWAfWIOT W*wtAanlfedifRtfrrrilBrirag90. 

77 6= g«uM(IBM)M(MritaumNlMaauEo)E{Xifev90 

h 2 SMSSUte<4n(Uaquaraiktkwe^jfiafiHia90. 

u 23 wolFlltlUflWMmftsriCwenartRHawnSa 
4010 21J6UDI ca (Shefc Hbnad YbariH SMM) B Hrtt rySC 
S 1 SSalwWOW) M CTfWjJOOJ AarineSS. 

“ 04 «QQIUM0nMsADEoisne)BMfc89- 

U 00666 HtBICHia5r(l%<M aAMU adteCaiB»i69. 

« 10030 WCRffXpn»eadMBatfelCft«Wn89 

S «JM6HrSaFr(CJMas)RGu«89_- 

5? 42135 ftwawcwo M a NWM) R H?™" 8 9 
S -1SS24 HCH W U» W.Pd.P .ri^l, c Qa" r8 9 
S IHlOFFfTGrWmar) M Jav«8ft 


tOferuo aeRC 7N JOb Due bandfcnr wetes Mas Qtri 7a 9^ Dnfeli £cAo 7« 9R. 
8gniHL7-ltlaneyWnB.64awrt4topart.a<e<i.M1%RiW*i,10-irWiMM3nlBoe- 
MaBfes, 12-1 91^ Writ, W*. 14-1 Mww ■ 

r 6 8 &S Dmwia 14-1 lltaKe) 19 an 



There is no obrious reason »4v H AR^yferwiEshorAI Impmra at tWs atagi of the aea- 
soq bunhawmenaa true of C uaa iTIrnMln n.ireo wcmWsthr JUT P aaree last year. Har- 
wyfeMWi* racers Hampton yfer fas not rated out batfy (nanerup Fern* Gwemor nutted 
upai No ittsg i am and tffed-pBced. Urgsrtt Swift, won at Redcad and he tsdeartya g»d 
rnouat far an a p p ranlfae, haring began 18 others far an Inareariancad rider at Watwlcfcln 
M^r.VelaVlahasachancaaBhebeafHwwvWhteJuatowriwolartehsInSharpCon- 
sufs race at MAnrirer and k 40> better oR. Jo Hiamam were dose to bMbrg cantor ddera 
or ac-trish Oprriwrt at Yarmoieh a fortnight a0l WahkigiNnl of 18 e Secret A(y on hto 
first nar tor Chris Ehqnr, irifee tmiia FMw ri entpytog a successful ssason end won for 
ttn totam lirrw whan tictfen out BHhaih at UngltaU. Braelhing doan VAfee PWnks neck 
at UngiaM was Pitotaia QoM, tor Som out of It eren thoug) ha is 2ft woraa offwtth Mtchari 
BaTs runner. Trick Meed a toutfr task Srn time In a hsntfcep. the 17-runrwr race won by 
CMon Fat at Doncesan AOxx#r besian almost sfr lengths and rif the same merit todpy, 
fra has more room for imm an e nt th a n most On herfitst run of the season. Manes Odd 
ws shah of 18 befiWHazarti A Guess in the compeda® Rosebery Hardcap at Kempcm. 
Now Ob tower, the fBy la poised to repeat that pod run V her recent outing behind Autumn 
Cowr« Goodwood is anything to go tgc. Selection: HARVEY WHITE 


M 

lfK Bkra Otferir 2 8 U U J Khane « (D lotto) 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

DAZZLE, knpraaMta «toen beating Wat Star in the Windsor Ceatfa Statas at Royal Moot on 
her date*, looked aara aiacifll whan lareflngtha Chany Hnfon on tne Jife> Couse hera aub- 
saquarebr. Sha aaMy raickanad Are lengths deer of Ooaaa Ruga, «rin had lookBd smart 
haiseV aten wlnnbrg a Newbiay maiden on her debut and who want on to win the Group 
Tire Prtc Robert Parin at Masons Laffloa. Whether Datrie trill train on and rrirat her best 
tito ri> ba am urfenonr tetots, but tttra kxM M sat fbr a Grotto One suooasc today. Ocaan 
(6d0h touth to Mantoant to the Group One Hetot57 Raanh Stem at laopanteMm last 
dme, sftorid reach the fiwne, but M nn aSg fet Fw rwik ai . in the GotkripHn cotous tor the 
Drat ama. may be the one to gw Detria moet to do. The insh RterfBy won her feet two 
sans tor John Dunloft bearing D aw Soaptiw a torgh on the second occasion in a Uat- 
ad raoa M NeMnarkac Afflroutfi Qiaan Sceptre has a 5E> puU, Moonitec ParerifealinHied 
afenost sit lenffhs ahead when shat-beeded by Seebe in the Prineass Margaret a Ascot 
Ins tkm and she may wal Impraw asrin. Fas De Raponaw eerily won a Gnoito Three at 
BwylaK time but ooiidinanafls only a th ro e tongh total behind BenarrtanCaumy and Za- 
nunder wren along on colts in the Group One n* Mnrv * DeawHa prariouriy. She s 
more Btoerimced now and rreat 33 wsl S al ac t io n; DAZZLE 


4w20 


LiU 


EBF JERSEY UYNURSBW HANDICAP (CLASS C)£2S)0«O 
•dried 2YD IDBes Tf Penalty Vakio £19^088 

141 MnnMDm(5PTinMBffls97 MHfel 

182 NMtmwsaMfaa»SWrfefe0ftitmn95 — JMEfekeya 


22M CiaBMSMflMMMnwww^TrilwaiiJQotoanBa. 
34251 BU««Mpa)MQariila»MCtamonB3.. 


EBF EQUITY FINANCIAL COLLECTIONS MADE* STAKES 
(CLASS D) £7,000 added ZVO lm Peredty VakN £S^27 

ASAS0toTfetoNIMiBMriSnadbinSisoer8U RWiSfi 

ODOMHE (Usd i«wad da Mbfeden) H Cad 8 11 
CMVH8B M SShaM» Mfefemrrwl) D lotto B 11. 

DMK 6SSI (USA) (IT) 0R) WW Pure fifed Sahari P Cote S 11 .. 

DHHtT HOKOM 01 Mfefelh) J Baden 8 11 . 


0 MUHM44MM(CwriafeoD0CAfa>811 

MMKIHwnfen NMaMDun) 8 tantuyB U 

6 HCUDEMEOtAM IWJQmcbyl J Ffensfw«e811>. 

2 iMamjMCKMPIMwcMSOLQsrwniail 

MEMa wmat eDr US BCtsd)S«bodi811. 
reacrau (Shrill Mctsnrol) M Sms 8 11 


IjlSy 11 


-MJ 


Jfte- 



2123S HBinm«ca)OT(Bfi(Sr1«ianw>PflrieoraJOwtDpB2. 

•«L MMOTgDMiilaMtimyrtl . 

tn aos EC Mre W i. p4)OTff Df%rilDifldw8ii— — — 
5318 ■SWnHlMCfeauIRHamlll— 

42156 SOWS JaSIpCtWo ChWDpcsrM*r*usi PCD* 818- 
' 5221~ WOM C C nm y(14)OT(bwt2anowylfensaatiip)JBjwce8B- 
11. 0Q2D aH8S0MM(aai(Q«tSB0HrentM(SAjM8f 
12 1S3Z22 TNBBHLMnntoSuiPuaaCtfe)WMa'86. 

S3 202 aURWVm(IHU)«CB«ah85-^ 

14 02321 U0rflDaW{ZT)OteoJ*Ct«Mm^eB2- 

M»MBiRW i l ri*riNaaM Sd Mb% M O fe ariM Ma Ca Bri<isai 
Wri.lILl T riiwa nH . 12^1Hwi»Wrtw.l4-Hli J a i qfe w ny .ltolribw 
Isaac pwric Qrm 2 8 1 a mao 13-1 S’ 0*6 ie « - 


JM7 



M)nLCR0NN{REStoa»)PCh«pl»^BrD811 

-Sfedari- 

■mM 4^ Dwwrt Hortaw^ M Criririfea, adwak. IM Parer M 7-fe DM I 
H Rajiri Craw. 124 Janfey Jack, atM atom 
39«k tWaa 2 8 11 M i Nnm M <H QecO 20 wn 


,6-11 


Herey OacTs last two nswets In trts mle matoan were lascjaars winner Halean and Armter. 
who won on M debut to 1882 (he was not represented In between). So. with the Warren 
Ptea two year ofc* going ao watt. CttTCHABtEmiga be thaarewar. He it reported to here 
been woridrqt with the stable's ROinl Lodge thtol. Besiege, and Rhcr Usk. who won at Hay- 
dock on Saturday. Catchabto wri hew to be smart, thoudv hwaaise C frimlrtc runs here 
rather then In easier maidens elsewh ere this week. He tooia certain to win races a fte r b eat- 
Ing aK bar the Cedkratoed Harry Vtolton at Vtomouth. Dark towen loota useful, too, judpd 
an his ttfed to GreM at Sandown to e decern meuen. Jreafey Jfeeirs run, however, was to 
Its)/, so he is dWcrit to wri^i Lto- Royal Crown la a wnn mgaried hrifhtother to Party 
winner Dr Devious, and It * not dtBaA to imB0ne Deaert Horten and Royal Cmww run- 
r**wea ter RanWe Donat era reck »wne. SelecSeK OOCHA8U 


E 




HYPERION 

^isswsss 

gnu Cant on Venture , 

" oree - **“ ^ ^ 00 
cl**' 1 mtteondrreeaoT »™ae«3®*- 

■ Ri* ,w0 ®*?/7Vy Rua service ftwnSujcSxon raUwiysmion 

Co**SZ. CARPAWtfi^ 


STANLEY RAC9M GOLDEN NUMBBIS 
SEMES NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3000 addad am 5T 120yds 

0F6P-1 MWiy SAIL (17) 6 McCcuL511 5 Atefeqr 

CWPO KaHONAlB] MaA9*Mmk51012_ 




063PM IW*«im|Ufl)terirtJcteDri51D12-J7%term 
4566 ME OUnHEteSTPSHaSHomPHaier 51032 


IDejar 



5 S wsmi wri*a (Bjfl*) KHogt 4 1011- 

6 0 OOCW DGMIMMMR JJritaaen81D7. 

-llacM- 

MteMlRkH Hrirtar. M Ik»wr MryMT^Itolhro. 6-lPferil 
Bey. 1M Rria MM Mat, 3M Knsaa 


SATLEY PUNCH BOWL CLAM4G HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £3fi00 added 2m If 
;{2» fill Una 5 1112. 


LAZBteY AND WUM HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £5jOOO added ten Sf 

1 3312F3 cans OMSK (US) (a* j Wade ID 12 0__ JRaad 

2 oaa-1 UROkffWCtl® PMsaeBilDlI 7 ADotte 

3 42121? wflB«uaM|zi){C0|riC>>MJriteanlDll0^~. 

n dw to ttaa rt 

4- P43B1 K SUE nf DO) OTP Bowen 8 110 A McCoy B 

5 3U64U-5 CtMHMa BMZtllR Ua3 BntuM 9104 -j~- 

6 483(04 1WPMSBM9ipa|fCD);Agl310O IQdoty 


KER NORTH EAST HANDICAP KUROLE 
(CLASS £4/N>0 added ten Sf 120yd* 
153-213 IB>WBMA(XD(C8)GMMawEl20 




Wfehln aeUitrlOfe Tne frtttep aeigt 7M* Geen fig 23b. 
8EnMfcU4UBB, Tatoa Mtoloy, UMpt MaoewMCreMC 
. aoe, 84 Orewlagaria, 14i Tayhte teaa 


1A-1PZ3 nUMTESrOTmUfeiGOOdHteSlOlD-JB 

422363- SttRBMlX7))UJriteOB81D4 MR 

2FW5 n»nranNKr(USD(U«MiBLSittl61Dl 

' E 

2001-12 OTBW0Op0)(C)aO*»5101 

440&U RMIMXffiHMkfendtreiDO 
-6 




Mfenn aatfc XCkL Iha htodkap Npc neotfe Set Ui. 
■nwa94Rrewieria«i.M. ft* w * Ba.7-aSe^MTriitete«,7- 
1 Mar fSdit. IM nrita* 



(IBCBIBfiU.07)fiMeaut7114> — RthteaafflV 

0118606 dZDRVtower 11 ID n EX nearer (T) 

SWtniBSCKCU) Ms NMac»iqr5 10 11 AMtefea 

snog iaL(iR gay rceMad 11 20 8— care caefeart 
xiomtag-WOTBatosace ,, .. ICMMCTV 

MDMWHIHEmDHAaSlDe DJHriM 

CAW)UB>OT( CO)FSBw y91D5„ labey 

BEinttM§«aagre(l^7-2>MBB,M8Utteaek,kL2MIMRb - 
Me, 7iSteg« FM, «-l ClaHrMACmdMlaA 124 Ba»6H 


lO EC] EPflFBE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
lr~J £4,200 added tea 5f 

1 02643-1 HDMUDnM0N(80)MBMRea*y7115.. 

2 JtSCQP-l WLIXMMkt2%tEB)Oa|sSnM)T]15. 

3 HWM CMDMM.SWapB)JV*daTl012. 

4 30QC2fre maSAVWWM03SM8owa«61()12 

— DFadvR 

5 pay JMFBfgpUJMJritBMnBlDlP — ... J* Dreyar 

8 fW MANOHURP29QWiaib5l05- 

, 114' Vri la M tapH Rn, 112 

r, 18-1 1 




HURRICANE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
!£3j000 added 2m If 

1 253312 SMtatra7)(B)miMMBlin6115MRHte(n 

2 CAWOn 1O01BIE 5 fetak 4 10 11 FMt 

3 345S5? CCORTJCKBt^ H Meander 4 U) 11 PNnO 

4 5P6- SBXMJI mg (339| MBBMa 4 ID — Pteggrit 

5 WFaWPBIMVtor 4 ID 11 A Steak 

8 56 ROSE OWE (18) JL tfeas 4 ID 6 PMrieaplB 

BEIDNfc Met date ItaWA 7-4 Sros lari. M Hose Cteri, IM 
74# SMtefr SM CareJMte 204SritaM Mag 



RACING RtSULlS 


Computer Stra tgw rt 
£17 J0. Ncn Fbrtwrs: 

GSK&A3. 


130:1. WOTSWAX (SSandara) 

Blag Kate 4-1; 8. Mtodtae 9-4 fta 30 ite. 
drt-hd, 10. SlrMreK RMcotL- Naam art re O. 
Mac gi90: £1.90, fl 90, £L3a Puri ftre- 
cast £17^a csft £22^. TUB £24^a 
won Rumen Urty jorika. 

. AOOtLAU-ROWLIPK Eddery) U-10 
«w 3. N|a 7-2: & Aary Lkro 130. 0 rare. 
12. 3& JH Cad, Nawtravfrat). tote £1-90; 
£L«,aoQ. Dual rftecaaL a joo. csr 
43J5. , 

-4^04 3. SHOULDBERRIY {Anrenda 
SahdM)19^ZJ% nw ri fed ^l;X8ckn- 
ttw 20-1; fe.torre to Tire Eyw 33-1. If r*. 
SgtaaMteM (6>f6,l^l.WW^lam- 
boi*W. tote £1030: £3-30. CL90, £S90, 
£8-26. Dual fwBcasE£38L80. CSS £81.77. 

£1X03,83. Iffec' £4MLlft, Non 
RWiBcAWHoflfli'- 


jadtoMt £7333^0 (pen wen - a poet tf 
£8^938 a carried forward to Naw m a ria t 

today). 

Plaeapoc £l8CL50. Qtredpoe £8J0. 
Flam to E4&62. Flaca R £3029. 


HAMILTON 

21s a. MNDSMHr (K Mafl 2-5 far. 2. 
Ugberiig Rabat 16 - 1; 3. MoortH 24-1. 
6 rrei Y«. 7. (W Haggas. w a w i mke O. tote 
£ 1 ^ 40 ; £1.10 £A70 Duel nrecaec £&SO 
Cerepvw SBB®a Rjreoeri: £8.77. 

z*5: 1 - cajun are c c TfKoreey} n- 

2; 2. Piaatnttoinnr 10-1; 3 l LavMeua S- 
2 tort 7 rm 1V-. 1%. (TEastet^ Matoxi). 
tote £A90( £3D0 £3 TOl DR £3330iCSP- 
rntjq 

alii. MiMJOton 7-ajtte! 2.tete 
Up 16-1; 3L Eao Pa Calogna 7-1. SA raa. 


7-2JtfbrMemriwryftto.5.3.®WBans. 
NcwmarireO. tote: £4.70; £2.70, SAXO. 
£350. Puri forecast £15JO. CSP £54^9. 
Wcast £352,5 L ton £7050. 

3A& a. MANFUL (N NsnretW 7-2; 2. 
Aakarn 13-8 fiw; 3. Arc of The Phwr S-l_ 
10 rare 5. ML (W 8sbk Uritartt.tote £&70 
£130, £1-80. £L50. Dual fttacasc £7.70. 
CSP. £883. Trio; £18.60. 

Al&XUBMBHTRtiJEaVtoMl 15- 
Z 2. King of Peru 7-1; & Ktagdlbe East 
4-1. 10 can. 7-2 te Dpartniu (fith). I'h. 
hd. (W Jereb. Newmarket), tote £530; 
£180, £280. OJBL Dual RncaeC £lft8a 
CSRf5S83. Tito: £41.40. Nan RumecSk 
for Luck. 

4-4Be 1. BAZALEUR (CSOdderi 20-L* 2. 
Paeart bandar 16-1; 3. M^c Late 10- 
l; 4. Draco Bay 14-1. 18 m. 5-1 <wta&e 


rit-M. 2. total Borne OMTarte. tote 
£3830; £4.40, SAM), £5.10, £430. Dual 
Forwaec £23730. CSft £29 73a ThcBSC 
£34»A88. Trte £92140 (part won, pool 
of £m3&26 carried toned to Nenmaftat 
21S todajL After a stewanis' toqdK pta- 
■ngsinakered. 

Ptaeapeb £4433a QwkMte £11630. 
Ptaoe to £34189. nasa to £286.09. 

■ The nrucb- travelled marc Ayttn- 
ti earned a trip to Dcaxasterforsot 

month’s Noronbcr Handicap, with 
another gutsy victoiy at Hamilton 
yesterday. Rained by Stuart 
WnKams at Newmarket, Aynnli 
made every yard of the running. 


3oeknake^8ate>post fists are 
IBCSjg’s futures marteL Read- 
«3 a»n catch up with the latest 
best prices are 
jjWH-m tins sphere with The 
Independents 'Ihesday service. 

Catahrklteshire HantBcnp; 
Ceadre Stalls is a top-priced 
14-1 with Coral - Ladbrolces go 
8-1 - while Sunday’s Ascot win- 
ner ArearakAJecb is 25-1 (Tbtc) 

-’Wiffiam Hifl go 14-1 - but is 
reckoned a doubtful runner by 
rpre l Among the outsiders 
Miifotln OfFortnue is 50-1 
(Coral) - the Ibte go 25-1. 

Prix de TAic de THoraphe: 

is 13-2 (Coral) - Lad- 


brokes and the Ibte go 9-2 - 
white Darazari is 7-1 (Coral) - 
Ladbrokes go 5-1. 

1,000 Gnineas: Reams Of 
Verse is an eye-catching 12-1 
(Tble) - Ladbrokes go 5-1 - af- 
ter winning Sunday’s Group 
One Fillies’ Mile at Ascot. 
Ste^time, an unlucky third in 
that race, is 6-1 (Ladbrokes - 
William Hfll go 9-2. Dazzle is 



levetey 

wins impressively. Dazzle’s 
odds should shorten to be- 
tween 6-4 and 2-1. 

Ian Davies 










c— 
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Amid all the changes that football has undergone in recent years, one of the most significant beenttie gro g 
involvement of women, who are playing an increasingly active role in all areas of the gam^n;u>ejrst i^rx 
series reflecting the change, Guy Hodgson talks to two players about the increasing popularity of women s t 


Bampton still has to break down 
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C ertain phrases come to 
mind when you prepare to 
go to something Kke a 
women's football international 
between England and Spain at 
Tramnere Rovers. “Substan- 
dard" for one, “it's OK, but not 
like the real thing" another. 
And you would be wrong. Pren- 
ton Park is a very fine stadium 
these days. 

Women’s football? It’s fully 
accepted these days, isn't it? 
You had oaly to watch the 
Olympic final where 76,000 


spectators went to Athens, 
Georgia, to realise how much 
the female game has become 
part of the sporting fabric. No 
one bats a eyelid when a woman 
puts on football boots these 
days. Or do they? 

One of the first questions 
Debbie Bampton had to tack- 
le after England had failed to 
reach the European Champi- 
onship finals brought back the 
bad old days. “Do the girls 
wear support bras?" the inter- 
viewer before this one had 
asked, to which the response 
was a frosty “no comment.” Giv- 
en the accuracy that Bampton 
had displayed with her feet 
during the' match, the ques- 
tioner was lucky the reaction 
was not more violent 

“It was a female reporter, of 
all people," Bampton, the Eng- 
land captain, said, “and the 
sexist questions 1 was asked was 
like going back in time. I got that 
10 years ago. Blokes used to say: 
‘Women playing football - do 
you exchange shirts on the 
pitch?' and all that But not now, 
times have changed. 

“lb be a female footballer at 
international level you have to 
be dedicated, so some of the 
questions you are asked are 
laughable. We want to be treat- 
ed as equals. We are sports- 
women whether we are 
swimming, playing n%by, foot- 
ball or cricket." 

Few are better able to gauge 
the changing climate than Banq>- 




|j|!tfe?are'niGo'peot«e with 
a partto^rfay, but at the end 
oftbe.tiay. they aretea-ladies 
who do not understand the 


gams.^lrevor Steele,. resign 


Debbie Bampton (left) fails in her efforts to help England to the European Championship finals following a 1-1 draw with Spain on Sunday 


Photograph: Alex Uvesey 


ton. Now 34, she won the first of 
more than 80 caps as a 16 year 
old and her Cv includes time 
with Arsenal and the Italian 
dub ‘Bani, while die is current- 


levels. Last year, there were 
15,000 registered female pli- 
ers in England, compared with 


only 7,000 five years previous- 
ly. Over the past 12 months, the 
number of dubs in the London 
area alone has gone up by 20 per 
cent. 

Bampton was almost bom to 
the sport, as a football- mad fa- 
ther bad a ball at her feet as 
soon as she could walk. She says 
she likes the competitiveness 
and the team dement “You saw 
by the way we played. It’s not 
gbtie-girlie stuff. The tackles are 
really going in. We're not as 
strong as the men, we never will 


son’s Double winners. Croydon. 

When she started out female 
footballers were the next thing 


to freaks; that 4,500 people 
turned up at Tranmere on a foul 


turned up at Tranmere on afoul 
afternoon shows the image - the 
odd reporter not withstanding 
- has altered radically. As 
Bampton puts it “When blokes 
ask me for an autograph these 
days, they really mean it" 

The interest is growing at all 


be, but the skfll level is pretty 
good." Referring to England 's 
17-year-old winger, KeDy Smith, 
she added: “Not many men 
are as good as her." 

Bampton ’s one taste of full- 
time football came in Italy, the 
rest of the time she has been an 
amateur, fitting in her pastime 
around a career. On Sunday, 
she got to her Kent home at 
midnight and had to be up at six 
yesterday morning for the low- 
pressure task of chauffeuring 
through the capital’s traffic. 

“In general, men don’t have 
to do this because they can get 
a good standard of football in 


the local park. There aren’t so 
many girls playing and we have 
to have a national league which 
means every other weekend 
you are at Liverpool or some- 
where paying out of your own 
money. As a player and a man- 
ager 1 have seen it from both 
sides of the fence and the girls 
are so dedicated. 

“You look at the Olympic fi- 
nal and the standard was very 
High, but those girls are pro- 
fessionals. I was fuD-time in Italy 
and it made a huge difference, 
I became much more comfort- 
able with the ball I was only 
there for a season because 1 had 


other commitments— I gave up 
my job but still had a fiat and 
car over here. When you were 
talking money it wasn't massive, 
I was earning the same sort of 
wage as I was in this country." 

How does she see the 
women's game 10 years from 
now? “I wish I could be posi- 
tive," she replied, “but for so 
many years we’ve been 
promised we’re going to do 
this, we’re goin^ to do thatrso* 
I am a bit sceptical 

“We havb to workeven hard- 
er than other countries because 
we’re so far behind. I only hope 
the Football Association can 


quickly get an England Under- 
21 team together, because un- 
less we get the youth policy right 
I can’t see us catching up." 

Domestically, the Premier- 
ship is stronger. Where Don- 
caster Belles and Arsenal once 
dominated, teams like Croy- 
don, MiQwall and Liverpool are 
now neck and neck with them. 
The competition can only be 
beneficial 

*Td like to halve toy football 
ahead of ine,” ’Bampton raid, 
“but you can’t turn back, the 
dock. I BaHra ’enjoyed 1 if,-’ even 
though it was very difficult at 
rimes". 


in* ^.Brsgflbrd Park Avenue 
ehalrfri&’-after two women 
elected, .1990. 
•football iSa game 
hhoutf'be played arty, by 
a»Keqttag adu«s kvprivafie. 
BrianefamWte, * spoils jour- 
■Ba^ISf90.; v l ; 

■i know It i«B come asa shock 
to pgqjhle who assumeTm a 
feminist, but I'm an okfcfash- 
ioned gfrf and 1 truly befieve a 
wife should cook deenandstay 
at home to look alter the Kids. 
Karren Brady. Birmingbann 
managing director, before her 
marries to striker Paul Faschl- 

sofido.1994. ‘ 

■The most pressing ambition 
of rrwtytfrls; whfcft hurpdsed 
me, was to play football. Ros 
Coward, journalist, reporting 
,fiom too schools on whether grfs 
stffl wanted to be hairstylists, 
'nurses and bSleafrias, 1993-: ■ 
■it's Center to gM womervpsy- 
chedupfor arnateh.'Men are 
more arrogant aid more con- 
fident The jjjrti question their 
ability more. TtecT Copeland, 


‘We’re not as hopeless as they think’ 


U usually happens about the 
time the Sunday a lunchtime 
drinking session is finished. 
Young men see two teams of 
women playing football and 
cannot resist what they think 
passes as laddish humour. Wins- 
ford United Ladies hove had 
more comments about their 
legs and hair than any aspiring 
supormodcl. 

Things have changed, though. 
The unreconstructed may still by 


and fail to be waggish, but they 
no longer guffaw and go, lin- 
gering longer than the echoes of 
abuse. Louisa Sharps, 19, takes 
that as a compliment “I think 
they’re surprised by the stan- 
dard" she said. “We’re not as 
hopeless as they think we are." 
As for touchline banter, she 
hardly notices. “At least they're 
□ol rude about our football any 
more." 

Which was not always the 


case. Sharps, a right-back “be- 
cause there was a space there", 
began playing three years ago 
for two reasons. Her younger 
sister was doing it - and there 
are fewer greater motivations 
than sibling rivalry - and be- 
cause she was fed up with the 
presumption that football was 
purely a man's game. 

Ta not been interested in 
sport before and when I start- 
ed it was from scratch," she said. 


“I remember the captain shout- 
ing: ‘Get her off she’s hopeless 1 , 
but it's the opposite now. My 
biggest problem was the tack- 
ling, I thought I’d get hurt Now 
I love it” 

Winsford are in the Fourth 
Division of the four-divisioo 
North West Women’s Region- 
al League and have a 0-0 result 
against Doncaster Belles, one of 
the great powers in the game, 
in a seven-a-side tournament as 


a battle honour. “It probably 
wasn’t their first team, but who 
cares? It was still a draw." 

There have been slight set- 
backs like 22-0 defeats before 
now, which would be enough to 
discourage anyone, yet her 
team-mates are genuinely keen 
- and they still pay for their own 
transport to matches. “The 
worst thing,” Sharps said, “and 
one you get all the time is: ‘Oh, 
I thought you would be short, 


fat and ugly', which makes me 
really angry. You get bruises on 
your legs and you can see peo- 
ple wondering what I have been 
up to. If it was a man, they 
would think: ‘Oh, he’s been 
playing sport’." 

There is a flip side, however. 
“It’s not a bad chat-up line," she 
said. “Boys like it because you 
can talk to them about football 
It’s something you have in com- 
mon with them straight away ” 



Sharps; Sorted from scratch 



Tollett switch expands British options I Devils turn up the heat 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 
reports from Nadi, Fiji 


Great Britain have selected 
their resident Australian, Tulscn 
Tollett. at scrum-half for their 
first match in Fiji tomorrow, but 
the signs are less propitious for 
three players from the lest side 
relegated to midweek duties. 

Joey Hayes, Terry O'Connor 
and Chris Jovnt, who started the 
hard-earned victory over Papua 
New Guinea in Lae on Satur- 


day, play against a Fiji Presi- 
dents' XIII at Lautoka. 

That means the three are 
likely to be out of the team to 
play Fiji this Saturday, with 
Daryl ftjweH, Brian McDermott 
and Paul Sculthorpe lined up to 
replace them. “It is what I have 
said all along - that the Test 
team will be picked on form." 
said Phil Larder, the coach 
who has also shown that he is 
unafraid of asking players to oc- 
cupy relatively unfamiliar roles. 

Tollett, bom at Hastings, but 
brought up in the outer suburbs 


of Sydney, is not a complete 
stranger to the scrum-half po- 
sition, having played much of his 
early rugby there for Penrith. 

In more recent years, he has 
been primarily a stand-off mast 
recently for the London Bron- 
oos. He becomes the first Lon- 
don Bronco and the first 


Australian-produced player to 
start a match for Great Britain. 
His inclusion gives Larder, who 
was impressed by TolJett’s con- 
tribution as a substitute at Mt 
Hagen during the first match of 
the tour, the opportunity to 


rest both his specialist scrum- 
halves before Saturday’s Test at 
Nadi He wants to start with his 
match-winner in Papua New 
Guinea, Bobbie Goulding, and 
have Tony Smith available to 
malm an impact from the bench. 
And switching Tollett allows 
him to do just that 

Bernard Dwyer gets bis first 
action of the tour as a substitute 
after recovering from blisters 
and is a substitute under the 
captaincy of his Bradford team- 
mate, James Lowes. 

Three were not considered 


because of injury - Alan Hunte, 
who has been having acupunc- 
ture on a trapped nerve, Row- 
land Phillips, who has had 
surgery on a facial cyst, and 
John Roper. Roper’s knee in- 
jury is causing most concern and 
he was given a stringent exam- 
ination to gauge his likely re- 
covery time yesterday. 

GREAT annum: Prescott (St Hetons}; 
Hojro* CSC Helens). Matter (Wrown a**?). 
Senior (Shafflald), CrttcMcy (KagNssfc 
Hammond 19. Helens), W H (London); 

O'Connor (WtesnJ. * 

Harmon (n»3a), I 


Ice hockey 

SIEVE PINDER 


SulBran (Si Helens), Dwyar iftnOfo 
loir (Featfwsone), Morfay (Leeds) 
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The first legs of the Benson and 
Hedges Cup quarter-finals were 
ail close enough to set up gen- 
uine return legs this weekend. 

The two teams with all today 
for are Nottingham Panthers 
and Cardiff Devils, who played 
on Panthers’ less than perfect- 
ly prepared ice a match that was 
low in both scoring and penal- 
ties but high cm skflL lan Coop- 
er’s goal half-way through the 
match gave Devils a 1-0 win. 


Sheffield Steel ers, the cup 
holders, should have the beat- 
ing of Newcastle Cobras in the 
second leg, but Cobras ran 
them dose for 40 minutes, with 
both sides hitting the pipes in 
the first period, and only Ken 
Priestlay’s tip-in gave Sheffield 
an edge they never relin- 
quished, winning 6-3. 

Manchester Storm took to 
the ice without Stephen Coop- 
er, who will be out for six weeks 
following a hernia operation, 
and the suspended Dale Jago, 
but even they would have been 
band pushed to stop a rampant 
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Career best 
for Henman 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Tennis 


Tim Henman, the British No 1 
who has shown remarkable im- 
provement this year, has moved 
up one place to 32 in the world 
rankings - the highest of his ca- 
reer. Henman is aiming to 
reach the top 20 by the turn of 
the year and will play six suc- 
cessive tournaments in Europe. 
His marathon stint begins today 
when be plays the Frenchman 
Guy Forget in the first round of 
the Lyon-Grand Prix. 

While Henman goes u 
Greg Rusedski, the British h 
2, has slipped to 84 in the rank- 
ings. This is because the points 
he gained from reaching the 
semi-finals of the Basle tour- 
nament last year have now 


gone off the computer. Rused- 
ski is o Laving in the Heineken 


ski is pis 
Open in 


in the Heineken 
ipore this week. 


/ 


fl a a% 

RESULT. 


BT defends weD. But Mercury wirw chrougli - 
« international level - we’re still at least 20% cheaper weekday 
evennags anS all weekend. a funny old game. 

For the final score FtmCbII Q 500 500 366 . 
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shopping in Dublin'. Banner 
heM by Republic of Ireland 
fans in Portugal. 1995. 

■ Give her tie most roman- 
tic night even., make her feel 
.she's thp most special person 
Jri .your .life,- better' than a 
dce^redJosea..5fiecouWnT 
ask for more. Take .fierto see 
Ptitis Saint-Germain versus 
Glasgow Celtic tbnlghfi Adver- 
tisement to L*Etpdpe, 1995. 
S The . tutor® „ is feminine. 
Sepp Blatter, general secre- 
tary of the vwrMgaveming body 
of football, Fife,, after the 
1995 women’s WorfafCup. 
From 77ie Urrforo 'Book of 
Football Quotations, by Peter 
Ball., and Phfl Shaw (Ebuty 
Press, £9.991 A new edition 
is published on Thursday 


Ayr Scottish Eagles, the new- 
comers who have yet to be de- 
feated. Sam Groleau and Vince 
Boe pul them two up in six min- 
utes, the two-goal difference in 
Ayr’s 4-2 win. 

Basingstoke Bison and Brack- 
nell Bees kept their game tight, 
tying 2-2 at the end of die sec- 
ond period before Kevin Con- 
way and Chris Maybury scored 
to make it 4-2 to Bison. Rob 
Stewart made it 4-3, but with a 
minute to go, Steve Brown 
scored a power-play goal to give 
Bison a two-goal c ushio n. 
Results. Digest, page 23 
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Jackson 
defies all 
obstacles 

,®? ne ^ iev ® Murphy on the long and 
armciilt road to success for a member 
of Britain's Paralympic equestrian team 

Jo Jackson can remember one 


. moment above all others dur- 
ing her trip to Atlanta for the 
Paralympic Games. It came as 
a glorious mixture of joy and re- 
lief; as the 34-year-old rider did 
the final hah in the first dres sy 
test that counted towardsthe 
medals. 

“I knew it was a good test," 
Jackson said. *Td had serious 
problems in the warm-up cla s s, 
so that last halt felt very special.” 
There was an hour’s delay, dur- 
ing which she paced back and 
forth, before her score came 
through and she knew that she 
had won the 
. Grade IV gold 
medaL^Another 
Briton, Pat 
Straughan, took 
the silver. 

Jackson, who 
' has a hook in 
place of her 
right arm which 
was missing at 
birth, was to 
-win two more 
gold medals - 
one for the 
freestyle test to 
music and an- 
other as a 
member of the 
winning team, 
which also included Liz Stone, 
Dianne Tibbs and Anne Dun- 
ham. 

In all, the British Paralympic 
Equestrian team collected three 
gold, three silver and two 
bronze medals. This reniarkabie 
haul made them worthy recip- 
ients of the Special Award 
: which was presented in London 
yesterday by the Princess Roy- 
al, during the Animal Health 
Trust’s United Kingdom Eques- 
trian Awards Luncheon. 

There would have been no 
medals for Jackson but for the 
wonderfully positive attitude 
taken years ago by Ruth Jack- 
son, her mother, who was de- 
termined that Jo would not be 
held back" by her hawhcap/So 
(amongother^Inngs)“shErixle, 
swam and learnt to play a vari- 
ety of musical instruments dur- 
ing her childhood in Devon. She 
did not like riding initially, but 
it was the thing that stuck. 

At 16 Jackson was persuad- 
ed to jo in the Riding for the Dis- 
abled Association and she 


promptly became the Jnmar 

RDA National 

champion. She won the senior 
title in 1991 and 1993. In 1994 
she became world champion. 

It has not, however, been an 
easy ride. This year Jackson has 

had flu, a recurring rfgst infer - 
tion, tendon trouble in her good 
arm (on which she had an op- 
eration last week) and a sharp 
pain in her right forearm where 
the artificial mnh fined. The lat- 
ter was doe to weight loss in 

training which Wt rngiffiriprif -Fat 

to cushion the bone, so she cut 
up a foam foot pad to use in- 
stead. 

Despite the 
problems. Jack- 
son was well 
prepared for 
the fJwnfltft in 
Atlanta. “The 
heat and hu- 
midity wasn’t 
nearly as bad 
as jumping 
around in the 
steam room for 
25 minutes, 
she said. Hav- 
ing trained ata 
fitness centre 
for five days a 
Jackson: Atlanta adventure week, she had 

expected to be 
j the team’s 
acclimatisation in Honda. But 
the horses that were provided 
were lame, so she ran round a 
lake in her riding gear instead 
The first horse assigned to 
Jackson in Atlanta was also 
lame and the second was un- 
manageable. “He went ballistic 
in the warm-up class, be was 
bucking and pulling and I only 
just managed to stay on," Jack- 
son said 

The second horse was also 
found to be lame so, in the end, 
she shared Irish Classic - the 
mount of her good friend and 
team-mate, Liz Stone, who was 
boro with spina bifida. Jackson 
first sat on the horse (who was 
no armchair ride either' " 
minuteshefore the test that pro- 
vided herewith her first gold 
medal - and her exquisite mo- 
ment of relief. 

AMMAL ICMIH TRUST AWARDS; Duwp 
Sport** Award: w Srinbun. Horn «d 
Hound Tiriaifrin ParronaWy pfBwTwcfi 

BHngton. DtvtarTop Hon* Awant Ktoono. 
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Golding regains Global lead 

Sailing 



-it 


After a heavy night battling 
down the English Channel into 
a south-westerly breeze gusting 
to gale force, Mike Goklmg.ni 
Group 4 was still in the lead of 
the 14 -yacht amateur BT Glob- 
al Challenge yesterday, writes 
Stuart Alexander. 

At one stage, off Jersey, he 
had been passed by Sxsqou 
W alker in Tbshiba Wave /War- 
rior, but Golding, who led the. 
charge out of the Solent after 
the start on Sunday, r™ 1 J 
die lead. Chris Tibbs in 


Paul takes on 
full-back role 
for Cup tie 

Rugby umon 

HenrvPtml, the New Zealander, 

will play at full-back in Bath’s 
Anglo-Welsh Cup game at 
Llanelli tonight. Paul’s Wigan 
colleague Jason Robinson, rs re- 

&5£iS££R& 

league victoiy over West 
Hartlepool. Bath give a debut 
to the 6ft 4in teenager Richard 
Brvan, who plays in the back 
mi alongside Eric Peters and 
the captain Andy Robinson. 

Andy Reed, the Lions and 
Scotland lock, wfll make fos 
yLjns first-XV debut m their 
oJptje against Neath al their 
Sudbury ground tomorrow. 

TODAY'S 
NUMBER 


•• :-3. 

■me number 

Middlesbrough centra^iag 
w^e-VlckHfswfll be'oiJjgf&g 
Ho n aftec dfekxiatmg^b^. 

^dudng #!?*47Q .PWJJJ3 


moved up to second, pushing 
Walker down to third, and 
'.Richard Tidor, the bookmak- 
ers’ favourite, took Nuclear 
Electric up to fourth after a 
.lacklustre start. Those four, 
with Raul Bemiett fifth in Ocean 
Rover, were continuing to dis- 
pute the lead last night. 

Tho Global Challenger, Ibny 
Buffirnorr’s 60ft mono hull, was 
also ! heading south to the 
Azores asheputinhis qualify- 
iqg run. for the Vendee Globe 
singteharided round-the-world 
race, starting on 3 November. 
Britain’s Pete Goss hasi already 
qualified niAqua Quorum. 



Final scramble: Roger Cedeno, of the Los Angeles Dodgers, is tagged out at second baso as the San Diego Padres win the National League West title Photograph: Mark Temli/AP 

Enlarged play-offs bring thrilling finale 


And so, after exactly six months, 
162 games and a regular season 
in which home runs have rained 
from the heavens like hail- 
stones in a prairie thunder- 
storm, we are down to eight. 

A couple of years ago, of 
course, it would have been just 
four. Kit in a quite uncharacter- 
istic stroke of wisdom. Major 
League Baseball's owners in 
1993 added an extra round of 
ilay-ofb. The result this year 
as been a thrilling September 
run-in which kept more than 
half the 28 teams in contention 
for the four National League 
and four American League 
post-season places. Today sees 
the start of the first round of five 
games to establish the divi- 
sional winners. Then the fonnat 
reverts to .the familiar seven 
game championship series for 
each league, with 'fee victors 
going to the Worid Series. - 
The 19% vintage isramsoaBy 
interesting, including the best of 
the recent past (the Atlanta 
Braves and the Cleveland Indi- 
ans, who contested last year’s 

New "£ork Yankee^ the Balti- 
more Orioles and the St Louis 
Cardinals, who collectively have 
struck hardly a spark in the 
1990s), the southern California 


National League duet of the San 
Diego Padres and the Los 
Angeles Dozers, plus one long 
overdue post-season novice, the 
liras Rangers. 

First though, a recap of the 
statistically amazing regular 
season that wrapped up on 
Sunday, in which hitters have 
flourished as never in history . In 
1996, the 28 Minor League 
teams scored 22331 runs, shat- 
tering the previous record of 
20,864. Thor sluggers smote 
4,962 home runs, an average of 
2.18 per game^ and an un- 
precedented 17 players hit 40 
homers, compared with the 
previous single season high of 
eight Tvo cracked the 50 
barrier, to join a dub whose pre- 
vious membership of 12 in- 
cluded such immortals as Babe 
Rath,' Mickey Mantle and 


Rupert Cornwell on the season when 
baseball’s record books were rewritten 


WHlie Mays. One of the new- 
comers was Brady Anderson, 
hitherto a journeyman lead- 
off hitter for the Baltimore 
Orioles, whose previous season 
high was 21. Led by Anderson, 
the Orioles smashed the Major 
League team home run record 
with 257, eclipsing the 240 col- 
lected by the Mam and Mantle 
Yankees of 1961. 

The fans have loved it, the 
managers less so - just as foot- 
ball coaches privatefy wince game 
even when theywm 5-2 or 6-3. Both 
The flip ride of exceptional 
hitting is lousy pitching, and of 
that last commodity there has 
been all too much, epitomised 
by the woeful Detroit Tigers 


who compiled a 53-109 record 
and a team ERA of over seven. 

What, the purist will wonder, 
has become of the low-scoring 
pitching duel of yes toy ear? To 
which the safe answer is, wait for 
the play-offs where runs invari- 
ably are fewer and the pitching 
mare do minating than in the 
regular season. Indeed, the final 
Sim day provided a compelling 
taste of what should li^ ahead, 
as the Ifedres completed i three- 
sweep of the Dodgers, 
th rides had shut-outs 
through 10 innings, until Chris 
G^nn delivered a two-ran dou- 
ble at the top of the 11th to win 
the National League West for 
San Diego by a single game. 


Now, however, for the seri- 
ous part. In the American 
League, the Indians start as 
clear favourites, the team more 
experienced albeit less over- 
whelming than in 1995. In the 
first round they should put 
away the pitching weak Orioles. 
The other divisional scries is a 
toss-up. The Yankees, who have 
not been to the World Scries 
since 1981, have the balance, but 
the Rangers the flair - as well 
as handsome winning records 
against all three of its rivals 
during the regular season. 

The outlook in the National 
League is comparable. The 
Braves, fcy common consent, are 
the strongest team, even though 
that intimidating starting pitch- 
ing rotation of John Smoltz, 
Greg Maddux, Ibm Glavine 
and Steve Averv has been a mite 
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more fallible than in the past. St 
Louis look the weakest of the 
bunch, but in Tony LaRussa they 
have the canniest manager in the 
business. Los Angeles arc im- 
posing on paper but hare strug- 
gled of late, and baseball is a 
game of streaks. The National 
League team on a roll right now 
is the Padres. The pitching is 
solid, while Chris G wynn’s 
brother. Tony, has just won his 
seventh National League hatting 
title and the third baseman Ken 
Caminiti has become one of the 
most devastating switch-hitters 
in the game. 

And the World Series ? After 
the summer’s pyrotechnics, the 
safe guess is thai the autumn will 
be a repeat of 1995: the Braves 
against the Indians, crowned by 
another victoiy for the Braves 
- proof again of the old adage 
that, in the crunch, good pitch- 
ing invariably beats good hitting. 
But IU court disaster by pre- 
dicting a Padres/Yankees Series, 
with the World Championship 
returning to the Bronx for the 
first time since 1981. That is 
probably the kiss of death for 
both. But, after a dismal season 
by the Mels, and with the city's 
two NFL teams floundering. 
New York needs something to 
cheer abouL 


Chiefs’ unbeaten record is charged down 


Ameri c an football 


MATT TENCH 


And then there was one. Four 
teams went into last weekend 
boasting unbeaten records, but 

only the Indianapolis Colts 
aged unscathed - and they 
had the weekend off. 

The TCaTifiag CSty Chiefs at- 
tracted a host of adxmrexs as they 


cruised to a 4-0 start, but their 
visit to San Diego was always 
likfily to be a stem tesL It evolved 
into a game of field goals, with 
the Chargers’ John Carney con- 
verting hrs fifth with a little over 
three minutes left to give his ride 

a 22-19 lead. 

Even then the Chiefs’ Pete 
Stqyanovich, who had already 
hit four field goals of his own, 
had a chance to tie the game up. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Ameritean football ' 

NFL: Baltimore 17 Aim (Mur* 10; CHea- 
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The Evertnn defender Marc Hrttigsrhos 

been empped ttomtheSfwtescuadliw 

Sunda/s Wbrtd Cup qualifier afflirst Rn- 
la(d1nHete^HMiigffan<rtf»rrtd- 
fietder ChrtstopDe Ohrel pay the price 
for last month’s 1-O loss to Azerbaijan. 
PWtaiaJie rnt3«nE I IH» nAwa rli a ng o ( 
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but his 47-yarder was blocked 
by Chris Mims. 

otal as the York Giants 
pulled off the shock of the day, 
overcoming the previously un- 
beaten Minnesota Vikings. Three 
field goals from Brad Daiuiso and 
Aaron Pierce’s one-yard run 
were enough to secure a 15-10 
victoiy as Dm Reeves’ side lived 
up to their name for once. 


Ho ck rey 

WORLD CUP QUALIFYING TOUMAMENT 

(Cajpari) Second day: Port At NoMn 0 

OtinaO^Egpt 2 WMe» 3- Port tfc !6 1 Poland 

HA CUP I 


1 0 Wand 7; Manyal WrS. 


enhami Anw qtrelltar v MohwnhaBd; Baa 
b V Uvda Bank: Bw RTwddUg i 
Bowdon; BtaeMcti v Evasham; Cfta mAad i 


Only slightly less surprising 
was Carolina's downfall at Jack- 
sonville, the first contest be- 
tween the two teams who joined 
the league a year ago. With a 
100 per cent record and a vic- 
tory over San Francisco under 
their belts the Panthers were 
dear favourites, but had no an- 
swer to the Jaguars' relentless 
rushing which amassed 179 
yards, including a pair of touch- 


MMa taonte 

WOMEN'S WORLD CUP 

Mk ttangY&t*« tCHha) u M 
©we) 21-13 21-14 21-1 1 ; YbriC Ylng ICht- 
na) hi Wang Chen (China) 21-1821-15 21- 

5. IliM pteoa pbv-ott: Wang Dt Swoson 

23-21 21-15 RreKoftfirea). RnatDanf bi 

YW« 21-18 22-18 21-17. 


downs for James Stewart. “It 
was a day for some statements 
to be made." Tom Cbughlin, the 
Jacksonville head coach, said. 

The 49ers, having had a week 
to get over their defeat by Car- 
olina, bounced back with a 
comfortable win over Atlanta 
for whom Bobby Hebert (three 
interceptions) proved no more 
effective than the suspended 
Jeff George, who is expected to 


be leaving Atlanta, perhaps 
sooner rather than later. 

A possible destination is Oak- 
land. although the move smacks 
of frying pans and fires. The 
Raiders' home defeat by 
Chicago - despite a 17-3 sec- 
ond-half lead - was their fourth 
in five starts, and significantly in- 
creases Mike While's chances of 
becoming the season's first head 
coaching casualty'. 
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BmUtf 66 68 ivwn at ter he* otpiat^tfc 
F m* 69 B5{ J Magma 68 68: D Low 86 
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Luton Town; CMttBnham v Rqjrt Naw quot- 

WsnCWctreaEfvWV MNiwy fonKHMMiB 

v HartxxfK; CoWiosttr v Berthuuad; 

CronMMum»OoM) vAHariw BfflK Dwahom 

v Buy St Etimwds; Exmaum V Wsymoutiv 

FHrfrem Conwwn v MddMm RncJiflofc! v 

mmm in Men; rise v Tnxwitty; Qone 

Court v Eaacoje; Hsmpsaod & Wesnrenmr 

v Southamnm; Hnroffna v FomCr. Hayes 

YFarohKrcHBadntfonvChBBReJBaayvBad- 

mln; iom Player v ©it Hausontana; KMaa 

v Oftwi & West Wtewicfc Unnuniter v Yeod 

ASDorhoura: Loicfivnartfi v Ptocwk* COy, U- 

ans v WOMne LAepaol Settxi V Hakbs; Lon- 

don Unhr. v Ashford MU; Md Sunn v 
Andrew; Mtiton Kayma v Hfjl wycomba 

Northampton Saints vSamn;Nannn*Man- 
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T^rewon87 716864.273KSaW€8lJ7 

70 88 274 0 Popper 88 67 68 71. 278 T 
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68 69; L Dasres 72 « 71 6ft P Hurst 68 
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Tunbrtdge VMk PstartwrouNi Town v 
Dins PtoanfcvCtytf Qti»d;T$mo(jnv 
fad; RronMrhta (Leeds) y Chester Ran^hta 

{MdtMvPu^RedbrKlgBABfadvtamch; 

SheflUd Bantam vlfttim fit Annas 9ms- 

bury v Loutnbomtfih Tom; Spektaro v 

Boune;SksktanvSouttipfsCSw)iHlvSar- 
viees Ouai&n Vftfayn GCvCanfa^ge City: 
West Herts *Ctaaoit; WaawatsvWeaftory 

&UUBan« WHBn-super-JttB vntawons 

WnAflledonvSpencw; wofatfremvBlack- 

neaih: Worcester Norton v North Now Wop 

1Wl«vOWWM8«faW^w bwmxhl piw 

» Oo pmrod Swty 33 Oesooaft 


21 

78. 


1 H AttredBon (Swfi) £97^04; 2 

. Davies tEr® £95^80; 3 A MchGMS <Er® 

£89^7ft4TMnan(En0 


(Enfl £89386; B L HecK- 

romfey Enel £55^37; 
8 Hnodi (Sw) 

pM) £41500:10 




£50; 718: 9 A 

FDBflBimj £39^03. 
BfltaMAfoneAwwuKracupimM- 

NmYtak;Ai»rotMl»MBtacfay.(H»yA» 
Enj), W BMm (Kintnofth. sip. M BroolS 
{cSW Sort, M Canrer 
Efawfa (WNtahnch. WM. JRiMfaBlMflh 
rnm. BO, P Fenton pfuddenfeU. MA 

few* dws&a BoH. H F« 

U,BHoromit(M«mCsiae,SM,PLMtae 


tAHEna e scuPi. 
taro Basmeuta 5 Bnaaknad 3s Nooindrem 
OCadflt a Ne*casde 3; Matv 

0»stor2A)r4, 

PREHBt LEAGUE: &OU01 7 MeCtaqr 1: am- 
don8Wng9onO;Tettorei50i3Qtad3;QuBd- 
fad 9 Modroay 4j Pnerturoueh 2 Kngson 
iX SdOnA 4fafad 3; Swfafai 7Te8W 9. 

NORTHERN PRBHER LEAGUE Catfleraeai 

3 «• 9. DumBlM 8 MunsyfloklO; Pstaw2 

Stachfium 8 Suiday Btacttun 6 WHtisy 4; 

Rte 7fataey4; MunayAei04Casltafmpi3- 


0chaM 04). Bm(ka«p (Aland), Vm 

HDotakMk OCdtiO.Onwff {IfandiostorUrtt- 


Sfo aSNawfarte. ffl s L 

Ltaory See), KHotai P Wft gW 

aB8 jSBat^ g?Eftg 

4 Yono t OnwaBocty, Sco). 


Ragby Union 

EVC 

. N BmwMoa . 

Bwtre (WMsxrewM, InaU tWm of 8cw. 

land}, 9 HMttaca messaim, cat#, d 

Hai|g> (Wtegatansi, C Ms tt ro twaBOntaB), 
S N&oJ (Makose). N Pmm> (Sfawrs- 
MeMla fpj, a itamick (HreScW, T taaMi 
'SAWN. 


Thomas Muster, the world No 3 who 
stormed off court durtng a Davis Cup 
tie with Brazil, wffl be m London next 
week to argue his case to the Interna- 
tional Tennis Federation. Muster left tPe 
court when he and Ms partner were 
0-2, 15-30 down in fifth set of the the 

doubles against Bias last weekend in 

SSo Paulo complaining that rowdy fens 

made It lmpo9SWe to continue pteymg. 
The Ausbians forfeited the match, and 
the oe, 1-4, when they also refused to 
play the remaining two singes. 
SFMWASSEN CUP WQKKS MtERHAr 
uoriiu. OfMND PWX (Leipzig, C««uuy) 
FI«t round: S Apptimans (BaD btfl PbaehA 
(10 8-2 B-2; H SuMm ffiz Rep) M A GaeOe 
SkMIFrt 7-5 6-3; K Po (US) bt N Tauzat tBl 
5-7 6-2 6-3; K Habaudwa (Stou*) bi E L* 
hovtwva (Rusl 6-1 6 - 1 . 

FED CUPFNU. (ttMtfeC** tUtad SHMO 
bt Spate 5-0! M Seta bt C Marvnes ISpl 6- 
2 6-4; L Dawnport (US) bt A Sanchez Vic 
«k> iSp) 7-5 6-1 Sales bt Sanchez Vkano 
3-6 6-3 8-1; Davenport bt G L Garola (Star 
7-5 B-2; M J Fernandes and L Mid (US) bi 
Garda and V Ruano-Paseal (So) frl 6-4. 
SWGAPQRE OPEN Men 1 * flret 

iwind: T JqhansKW CSwa) K S DnWMAus) 
9-43-66-3, JStarKIUS) KJ-PHeuflan IFrj 
5-76-353,AOtnaioy(itasibtTSnchaohan 
(ThaQ 8-2 841 G Stafford (SAJ M M Damn) 
(Cr Rep) 7-6 6-0: G Ttoaux (Fr) bt N Gadwn 

(8A) 53 6-3: P Rafter (Ausl bt S Matsuota 

(Japan) 6-4 6-2; S Scheltan (Nnhl btM Wi- 

lawJar (Sroe) 5>2 547. Doubles (hit nxnt 

J Ftana (A® and N FWeta (Wen) DC M PetEhey 

(OB) and v Spadaa (US) 44 M 6-». 

ATP TOUR RANKWOS iMdnf paattfaw 

IPStoifaM tus) V40ptSi 2 M CMng (US) 
4j>ltk 8 T Mreaar (Aut) 3,612; 4 G harm- 

w (Oba)346l,- SYKalalnilw(RiJS)3^91; 

6 W fmm ESA] 2,701; 7 B Wctar (Go) 

1606; 8 H«tojk»k (Noth) 2,434; 9 A Agas- 

si (US) 2£9% 10 M Rut (Oita) 2J01; U 
M WfaWngon (US) UB9U 12 T Manm (US) 

1,806; 1ST Enqvta (Sms) JL, 786j 14 J Cool- 
er (US 1780: 13 A Costa (Sp) 1,768: 16 
F Mantfa 2,576; 17 C now* M 1^57; 

U A Beresatafta (S« 1,479; 19 M Ph*p- 

pnrops (Au*J 1,448; 20 S Eritwg (Sue) 

1.430- 



Fantasy 
Football 

Check your scores every Wednesday 
and Sunday and watch out for 
our first transfer period, 
coming soon 
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‘When blokes ask me for an autograph these days, they really me fp^ 
England’s captain talks to Guy Hodgson . s 


Wilkins 
in right 

place for 
Hibs job 


Football 

NICK DUXBURY 

Ray Wilkins could find himself 
again elevated from the ranks 
to officer class after Alex 
Miller's Ill-year terra in com- 
mand at Hibernian came to a 
close yesterday. 

The 40-year-old WQIdns, who 
was signed by Miller on a short- 
lerm contract after the mid- 
fielder's services as Queen's 
Park Rangers player- manager 
were no longer required, may 
well be Hibs' choice as they seek 
to stem a run of disappointing 
results, not least Saturday's em- 
barrassing 3-1 home derby de- 
feat by Heart of Midlothian. 

In the meantime, the assistant 
manager Jocky Scott will as- 
sume control, with Wilkins 
joined on the list of candidates 
by Murdo MacLeod, Steve 
Archibald, Alex McLeish. Gor- 
don Slrachan, Willie Miller, 
Terry Christie and Alex Smith. 

Miller's resignation came af- 
ter a lengthy conflict with a sec- 
tion of the Hibs' supporters. 
"These things happen in foot- 
ball and I thought this was for 
the best for both parlies," he 
said. "I think the fans were be- 
ginning to try to get to me 
through the players.” The 47- 
year-old Miller will continue as 
part-time assistant to the Scot- 
land manager, Craig Brown. 

Fans also made their influ- 
ence felt at Wycombe Wander- 
ers. where the manager, Alan 
Smith, and his assistant, David 
Kemp, were released with the 
team bottom of the Second 
Division without a win in nine 
League games. 

Fans have been calling for the 
return of Marlin O'Neill, who 
led the club out of the Vauxhall 
Conference before taking over 
at Leicester City. Supporters 
also called for the resignation 
of Smith, who spent just 15 
months in charge at .Adams Park 
following two years at Crystal 
Palace, at the end of last season. 

"Alan has never really been 
accepted by the fans and that 
has made life extremely diffi- 
cult.” Kemp said. 

Manchester City's difficulties 
concerning their vacant man- 
ager's job continue with Willie 
Donachic. the former Maine 
Road defender, joining the list 
tit' refusals and staying as first- 
team coach at Evcrton. 


Ian Wright has apologised to 
David Pleat for the “pervert” 
comments he reportedly made 
about the Sheffield Wednesday 
manager. “It was said in a jovial 
manner at the end of a very long 
day. People were firing all sorts 
of questions and I didn't think 
it would be published. It was just 
a joke,” the Arsenal striker said. 

"It was not meant to offend 
anyone and I can't apologise 
enough. I have spoken to David 
Pleat and I'm very pleased that 
he accepted my apology.” 

Paul McGrath's falling out 
with Aston Villa deepened yes- 
terday with his chairman Doug 
Ellis insisting that the long-serv- 
ing defender will not be allowed 
to leave for less than £200,000. 

The 36-year-old McGrath 
was sent packing from the Vil- 
la squad who were preparing for 
last night's game at Newcastle 
after branding the decision to 
demand a fee when Coventry 
recently showed an interest as 
"nothing short of a disgrace”. 

McGrath, four times Villa's 
player of the year since joining 
for Manchester United in 19S9. 
has asked for a transfer in writ- 
ing. Ellis, however, said: "All we 
are asking for is the signing-on 
fee of £ 100.0011 and lhe money 
we have paid Paul since he 
signed a new contract. It comes 
to £200,000 in total.” 

Pierre Vhn Hooijdonk’s trou- 
bles at Celtic have been over- 
looked by the Dutch, who have 
included the striker in the 
squad for the World Cup qual- 
ifier against Wales in Cardiff on 
Saturday. Van Hooijdonk. who 
Celtic say must abandon his 
claim for a wage rise or leave, 
is one of four strikers in the 
squad, along with Manchester 
United's Jordi Cruyff and Den- 
nis Bergkamp of Arsenal. 

Southampton have signed 
the Norwegian striker Egil Os- 
lenstadt from Viking Stavanger 
for £900,1X10. The 24-year-old 
Ostenstadt has scored four 
goals in four internationals as 
well as 23 goals in 24 matches 
for his dub. 

Graham Kavanagh. the Mid- 
dlesbrough midfielder, is to 
join Stoke City for £250.000. 
with the sum doubling if he 
plays 50 games for the First Di- 
vision club. Wolves have con- 
firmed their interest in an other 
Middlesbrough midfield player. 
Craig Hignclu who is on the 
transfer list at £750.000. 


Maradona handed win on a Plate 



Diego Maradona yells encouragement for Boca Juniors as his former dub beat their arch rivals, River Plate, 3-2 in Buenos Aires. Maradona saw 
River Plate twice come from behind before a spectacular diving header by the Uruguayan Hugo Guerra earned Boca victory Photograph: Reuter 


'Friendly 

Games’ 

under 

threat 


Athletics 

WERAN DALEY 

reports from Palma, Majorca 


The Commonwealth Games 
face disaster afterworld athlet- 
ics’ governing body, the In- 
ternational Amateur Athletic 
Federation, announced plans 
to assert its control over the 
sport's rapidly expanding pro- 
fessional circuit. 

Primo Nebiolo, president of 
the IAAF, revealed at the World 
Half-marathon Championships 
here that he will brook no op- 
position to future IAAF fixtures 
by denying rival events permis- 
sion to be staged. Nebiolo also 
hopes to ensure the quality of 
his meetings by paying athletes 
cash prizes at all IAAF events 
from next year. 

“We can do what we want be- 
cause we are the governing 
body,” Nebiolo said. “We have 
the strength to control the sport 
and disqualify any athlete tak- 
ing part in other events." 

The lAAFs moves could hit 
the next Co mmon wealth Games, 
often referred to as the “Friend- 
ly Games”, in Kuala Lumpur. In 
announcing the dates for the 
1998 World Cup in Johannes- 
burg, the IAAF has lined up a 
dash. The three-day World Cup 
team event finishes on 13 Sep- 
tember, 24 hours before athlet- 
ics events at the Commonwealth 
Games start in Malaysia. 

“We have a problem with the 
Commonwealth Games. They 
must fit in with us,” NcbioJo said. 

Besides the sheer physical de- 
mands of such a busy pro- 
gramme facing athletes who 
migh t have considered compet- 
ing in both events, senior IAAF 
sources are confident the lead- 
ing Commonwealth athletes will 
prefer to chase cash in the Wbrid 
Cup rather than compete for de- 
valued Commonwealth titles. 

Next year, the IAAF has al- 
ready guaranteed prizes at the 
World Championships in 
Athens, with 5100,000 (£65,000) 
bonuses for world records. 

The Commonwealth Games 
have been in decline as an ath- 
letics spectacle for some time. 
The organisers in 1998 and 
2002, when they are.dii'e to be 
staged in Manchester, must fear 
that if the crowd-pullers are ab- 
sent from the high profile track 
events, sponsors and television 
will desert the Games, too. “We 
are aware of the problems,” a 
spokesman for the Common- 
wealth Games Federation said 
yesterday, and we are in dis- 
cussions with the IAAF.” 

■ Roger Black, Jonathan Ed- 
wards and Steve Backley have 
been awarded the British Ath- 
letics Federation's athlete of the 
year award foe lhe best perfor- 
mance in major international 
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MimdajV Solution 


Salute for Solskjaer 



ACROSS 

I In favour of appropriate 
return (61 

5 Certainly right to reserve 
an annual (8) 

9 It eould cover worker 
adding carbuncle to 
Queen's diamonds? (6.4) 

ID Old king, bad one (4) 

I I Poison rogue rat by old 
tree i S) 

12 .American right engaged 
by naff i.if strict discipli- 
narian (bl 

13 See a bit of mixed soil (41 

15 Sea tides affected part of 

New York (4.4) 

1 S Maybe once order one 
conservative to make a 
profit? (8) 

19 Produced unrestrained 
energy (4) 


21 School suppresses letter's 5 
language (6) 

23 Hurried hack because one 6 
has unnatural drowsiness 
i8) 7 

25 Second horse is a prob- 
lem (4) 

26 Small support given at 8 

New- Year; we English will 
get the same (5-5) 14 

27 For me it's potential state 
of the sacred (S) 

2S Poor aunt about to follow 16 
character (6) 

DOWN 17 

2 Decay encompasses large 
temporary sleeping quair- 20 
tcisi?) 

3 Brother came down with 22 
ciy of pain on island (6-3) 

4 Drop it off without mov- 24 
ing much (6) 


Mavbe advice to confes- 
sor? (333.4) 

Star skier performs on a 
street (8) 

It could be used to sweep 
out bachelor's apartment 
(5) 

Dropped old fellows 
when getting rich (3-6) 
Officer commanding cop- 
per on vessel to Cyprus 
gets possession (9j 
Looms weaving name in 
fanev net make one sleepv 

w ■ 

Tie champ up with great 
stress (S) 

Study features light 
coloured drawing stick! 16) 
Gravity abandoned by 
women rowers? (5) 

Some characters contain 
nervousness within (5) 


£■ Published K Suwpapcr Publishing PLC. I Canada Square. Canary Wharf. London EI4 SDL and printed 21 Mirror Colour Print. St 
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Age Hareide gave a wry smile 
after Ole Gunnar Solskjaer 
increased bis goal Laily for 
Manchester United on Sunday. 

“If I had known he was go- 
ing to carry on scoring like this, 
1 would have sold him for 
£5 Ora.” the former Manchester 
City defender, now coach of the 
Norwegian club. Molde. said. 

Solskjaer has made an im- 
pressive start to his career in 
England. His double against 
Tottenham increased his haul to 
five goals, including one in the 
Champions' League game 
against Rapid Vienna. 


He is not the only sporting 
hero in the family, however, for 
his father. Oyvind. was a cham- 
pion wrestler in Norway. “1 be- 
lieve Ole has inherited some of 
his dad's qualities like perfect bal- 
ance.” Hareide said. “He also 
tends to move in front of goal 
which unsettles defenders and 
goalkeepers. He has a good first 
touch and quick feet. We worked 
00 his finishing, especially with 
his left foot and it has paid off” 
“I saw the game against Tot- 
tenham on television and they 
were both quality finishes. He 
killed the defender for the 


first, then rolled the second one 
in. The sky’s the limit for the 
boy as he is with the right club. 
If he had gone to Southampton, 
for example, it might well have 
been a different story.” 

“It is extraordinary the way he 
has handled the pressure and 
taken immediately to the big 
stage,” Hareide said. “He is a 
quiet calm boy who just loves 
playing football. Many experi- 
enced players freeze in front 
of crowds, but he doesn’t 
seem to be one of them. All 
he is focused on is helping the 
team and scoring goals.” 



Bar code. 


Beckenbauer raps 'selfishness’ 


Franz Beckenbauer, the Bayern 
Munich president attacked his 
players after their 3-0 defeat by 
Werder Bremen at the weekend 
and demanded an immediate im- 
provement for tomorrow’s cup 
match against Borussia MOnch- 
engladbach. 

“The selfishness must stop.” 
Beckenbauer wrote in the Ger- 
man daily newspaper Bild yes- 
terday. “Every player must be 
ready to help the other. That’s 
what's been missing.” 


Bayern players and manage- 
ment held crisis meetings on 
Sunday to discuss the team's re- 
cent poor form - the side went 
out of the Uefa Cup last week 
at the hands of Valencia. 

Beckenbauer acknowledged 
the current situation was simi- 
lar to last season, when Bayern 
began brightly but faded away 
as the players engaged in be- 
hind-the-scenes sniping and 
public squabbles. “But at that 
time, we had chalked up seven 


wins so we felt secure and un- 
derestimated the signs of trou- 
ble,” Beckenbauer said. “That 
won’t happen to us again.” 

The out of favour Jurgen 
Klinsmann, substituted at half- 
time against Bremen, said: 
“We’ve got major problems in 
building up our game and that 
gocc ririti through the team. 
The whole system isn't working. 
I just hope we can pull ourselves 
together and show a reaction 
against MSncbengiadbach.” 



Altogether more 
interesting bar code. 


Whatmore for Lancashire 


Cricket 


Lancashire last night appoint- 
ed lhe Australian, Dav What- 
more, as their new head coach 
on a one-year rolling contract. 

Whatmore, who guided Sri 
Lanka to World Cup triumph 
earlier this year, fills the posi- 
tion vacated by the England 
coach, David Lloyd. John Stan- 
worth, the second-team coach, 
temporarily deputised for Lloyd 


this year, when Lancashire won 
both the NatWest Trophy and 
Benson and Hedges Cup, al- 
though they had a desperately 
disappointing Championship 
campaign. 

Whatmore played seven 
Tests for Australia, the last of 
which was in 1979. The Lan- 
cashire chairman, Bob Ben- 
nett, said: “Dav Whatmore is a 
proven winner and I am de- 
lighted be is coming to Old Traf- 
ford. He has experience at 


international level both as a 
player and coach. He was very 
keen from the moment of the 
initial approach and everyone 
at the club tsJooltitag forward to 
working with him.” 

Speaking from Nairobi, 
where Sri Lanka are competing 
in a tournament, Whatmore 
Said: “I know that Lancashire 
are the biggest dub in England. 
I relish the challenge of work- 
ing alongside some very talented 
players at Old Trafford.” 
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